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AS WE GATHER
The long wait is over—the Savior is born! For many people, the days, weeks, and even months
have been filled with anticipation for Christmas. For children, it may be an anticipation of gifts;
for others, it may be long-awaited family time enjoyed and all the season brings. For all, we
pray the Good News of a Savior born this day in the city of David is the overarching reason to
celebrate. Others in history had to wait a much longer time for their Christmas joy.
Approximately seven centuries before “the Word became flesh” (John 1:14), Isaiah would be
inspired by the Spirit to proclaim to the people, “The Lord has bared His holy arm before the
eyes of all the nations, and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God” (Isaiah
52:10). Though the people of Isaiah’s day would not experience Christmas as we do, they
would hold on by faith to the anticipated promise of salvation through our Savior who was to
come. For us, we give thanks that salvation has come. In the Son of God wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger, and with the mission for humanity set before Him, “The Lord has
bared His holy arm” (Isaiah 52:10). May this promise fulfilled increase our Christmas joy as
God still comes to us today in His Means of Grace, that we not only see but often celebrate the
salvation of our God.

http://www.stpaulcoldwater.com


WELCOME
We’re glad you’re here! All in attendance in the sanctuary are asked to please complete the
Connect card located in the pew rack and they will be collected along with prayer cards, during
the Sermon Hymn. Also, please read the statement concerning the reception of the Lord’s
Supper found on the Worship card.

ORDER of WORSHIP
PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN “Once In Royal David’s City” LSB 376
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Text: Cecil F. Alexander, 1818–95, alt. Tune: Henry J. Gauntlett, 1805–76. Text and tune: Public domain

PREPARATION (please stand)
INVOCATION ☩ The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH Psalm 100

P On this holy day, we light the Christ Candle as we rejoice in the birth of our Savior Jesus, the
Word made flesh, the Child of Bethlehem. The Christ Candle is a symbol of His presence
among us. In the words of the psalmist, we, the people of His pasture, celebrate the birth of
our Good Shepherd.

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
C Serve the LORD with gladness!

P Come into His presence with singing!
C Know that the LORD, He is God!

P It is He who made us, and we are His;
C we are His people, and the sheep of His pasture.

P Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts
with praise!

C Give thanks to Him; bless His name!

P For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever,
C and His faithfulness to all generations.

The candles are lit.

OPENING SENTENCES John 1:1, 4–5, 9; Isaiah 9:6; 52:10

P In the beginning was the Word,
C and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.

P In Him was life,
C and the life was the light of men.

P The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
C The true light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world.
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P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
C and the government shall be upon His shoulder,

P and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
C Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

P The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
C and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION John 1:4–5; Isaiah 52:10

P Jesus, Word made flesh, You came to dwell among us, but the darkness of our sin separates
and we often fail to bask in the light of Your presence.

C We are sinful and unclean; we have sinned against You in thought, word, and deed, by
what we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved You with our
whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. We justly deserve Your
present and eternal punishment.

P John writes in our Gospel lesson, “In Him was life, and the life was the light of men. The light
shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.” Heavenly Father, too
frequently we live in the darkness of unbelief.

C Forgive us, Lord, for those sins we know, and those sins we do not know.

P For the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us.
C Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may delight in Your will and walk in Your

ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to be born into this world and in our flesh for
us, to live a perfect life we can never attain, and to give His life as a perfect sacrifice for you.
For His sake, He forgives you all your sins. Christ was born to live for us, to die for us, that we
by faith will rise with Him in victory. He was born as our Savior to forgive. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the
Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

SERVICE of the WORD
INTROIT Psalm 98:1-4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

C and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for he has done marvelous things!
His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him.

The LORD has made known his salvation;
he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations.
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He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P For to us a child is born, to us a son is given.

HYMN OF PRAISE “Angels We Have Heard On High” LSB 368 sts. 1, ref

Text: tr. The Crown of Jesus, 1862, Part 2, London, alt. Text and tune: French. Text and tune: Public domain

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.

Almighty God, grant that the birth of Your only-begotten Son in the flesh may set us free
from the bondage of sin; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen. (please be seated)
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 52:7–10

How beautiful upon the mountains
are the feet of him who brings good news,

who publishes peace, who brings good
news of happiness,

who publishes salvation,
who says to Zion, “Your God reigns.”

The voice of your watchmen—they lift up
their voice;

together they sing for joy;
for eye to eye they see

the return of the LORD to Zion.

Break forth together into singing,
you waste places of Jerusalem,

for the LORD has comforted his people;
he has redeemed Jerusalem.

The LORD has bared his holy arm
before the eyes of all the nations,

and all the ends of the earth shall see
the salvation of our God.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Hebrews 1:1–6

Long ago, at many times and in many ways,
God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but
in these last days he has spoken to us by his
Son, whom he appointed the heir of all things,
through whom also he created the world. He
is the radiance of the glory of God and the
exact imprint of his nature, and he upholds
the universe by the word of his power. After
making purification for sins, he sat down at
the right hand of the Majesty on high, having
become as much superior to angels as the
name he has inherited is more excellent than
theirs.

For to which of the angels did God ever say,

“You are my Son,
today I have begotten you”?

Or again,

“I will be to him a father,
and he shall be to me a son”?

And again, when he brings the firstborn into
the world, he says,

“Let all God’s angels worship him.”

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(please stand)

GRADUAL AND VERSE Psalm 98:1a; John 1:14

P Sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things!

ALL Alleluia. The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen his glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1–18

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things
were made through him, and without him was

not any thing made that was made. In him
was life, and the life was the light of men. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.
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There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe
through him. He was not the light, but came
to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and the world was made through him,
yet the world did not know him. He came to
his own, and his own people did not receive
him. But to all who did receive him, who
believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, who were born, not
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth. (John bore witness about
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before
me, because he was before me.’”) And from
his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No
one has ever seen God; the only God, who is
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED found inside the back cover of LSB

C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
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And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life☩ of the world to come. Amen. (please be seated)

9:00AM - CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests. Those present may fill out a Prayer card. Those
worshiping online may post in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all capital letters, followed by your request.
Our volunteers will gather them to be offered up during the Prayer of the Church.

SERMON HYMN “Of The Father’s Love Begotten” LSB 384
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Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker,
1821–77. Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V. Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

9:00AM - OFFERING

(please stand)

OFFERTORY “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming” LSB 359 sts. 1, 4
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Text: German, 16th cent.; (st. 1): tr. Theodore Baker, 1851–1934, alt.; (st. 4): tr. John C. Mattes, 1876–1948
Tune: Alte Catholische Geistliche Kirchengeseng, 1599, Köln. Text and tune: Public domain

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the Church of God and for

all people according to their needs.

Father, on this day we recall how great is
Your love for us, sending Your Son into our
world as an infant, to be our Savior and to
forgive our sins.

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift.

P Jesus, on this day we recall how great is
Your love for us; You came from heaven to
live on earth as one of us, and one with
us, to forgive our sin.

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift.

P Holy Spirit, on this day we recall how
great is Your love for us, gathering us
together through the water of Baptism
and nourishing our faith through the
Word and the body and blood of Jesus for
the forgiveness of our sin.

C Thank You, Lord, for this Christmas gift
given, received, and kept unto life eternal.

P Gracious Lord, You have bared Your holy
arm before the eyes of all the nations,
that the ends of the earth shall see Your
salvation. Even amid Christmas peace and
joy, we experience the hurt and harm of
this world. We lift up all those who suffer
in mind, body, or spirit, [especially . . .].
Reach out to them with Your holy arm and
the light of our Savior that they may be
comforted in their time of need, seeing
the salvation You have prepared for all
through faith.

P All these things we bring before You,
through Jesus Christ, the Word made
flesh.

C Amen.

the SACRAMENT
We welcome to the table of the Lord’s Supper all those who believe and confess alongside this family the
teachings of the Lutheran Church. For more on this, refer to the Worship card, located in each pew rack.
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we by faith give thanks for the salvation You have

bestowed upon Your people, baring Your holy arm before all the nations; for You came from
heaven to earth as one of us, as an infant for the hope of humanity and restoration as
Redeemer. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we
laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:
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SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

THE PEACE OF THE LORD John 20:19

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
P The table is prepared. Welcome to the Lord’s table.

AGNUS DEI John 1:29
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DISTRIBUTION (please be seated)

9:00AM - SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION
“From Heaven Above To Earth I Come” LSB 358

5 “These are the signs that you shall mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid
By whom the heav’ns and earth were
made.”

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so!
Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done
In sending us His own dear Son.
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7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair?
It is the Christ Child lying there.

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That You might share Your joy with me.

9 Ah, Lord, though You created all,
How weak You are, so poor and small,
That You should choose to lay Your head
Where lowly cattle lately fed!

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair
And set with gold and jewels rare,
It would be far too poor and small
A cradle for the Lord of all.

11 Instead of soft and silken stuff
You have but hay and straw so rough
On which as King, so rich and great,
To be enthroned in royal state.

12 And so it pleases You to see
This simple truth revealed to me:
That worldly honor, wealth, and might
Are weak and worthless in Your sight.

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,
A quiet chamber set apart
For You to dwell within my heart.

14 My heart for very joy must leap;
My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradlesong:

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Who unto us His Son has giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine
Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Geistliche lieder,
Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann
Text and tune: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that we have seen Your salvation in our Savior born
this day, and in His body and blood given and shed for us for the forgiveness of sins. We
implore You that of Your infinite love, mercy, and forgiveness, You would strengthen us
through the same in faith toward You, that we would share the gifts of grace and be the
beautiful feet with the Good News of Christ the Savior born, in fervent love toward one
another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26

P Christmas peace and joy through Christ, His only-begotten Son, be yours; and the blessing of
God Almighty—Father, ☩ Son, and Holy Spirit—be and abide with you forever.

C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN “Go Tell It On The Mountain” LSB 388

Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt. Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual. Text and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

☩   ☩   ☩
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SERVING in the LORD’S HOUSE
Pastor Rev. Aaron B. Chittick

Administrative Assist. Laura Oswood Organist Kay Kaepp
Treasurer Donna Hobday Altar Guild

Jan. Altar Guild
Liz Donbrock
Marnie Wood

Interpreter for the Deaf Mary Smith Banners Gail Green

Today - December 25 Next Sunday - January 1
Acolyte Megan M Max G

Assistant Chris Donbrock Paul Meyer
Ushers Loren Green

Chris Donbrock
Carl Hunker
Jimmy Powell

Reader Chris Donbrock Donna Hines
Sound Chayse Moore Aaron Garn

Candles - Ron Patch
Counters Rick Taden

Suzanne Dayton
Jacque Osborn
Liz Donbrock

Cookies

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are dedicated to the glory of God in loving memory of Michael
Vainner.  ~ The family of Barb Vainner

ATTENDANCE December 14 Worship: 6:15pm-23; December 18 Worship: 9am-51, 11:30am-11.
Sunday School: Adults-7.

OFFERINGS December 14: General Fund-$300; Youth-$40; December 18 (Includes Direct
Payments): General Fund-$1,549; Memorial for Carol Heffelfinger-$20 (FFF Fund); Memorial for
Jan Dimmick-$100 (Endowment); SCRIP-$545; Youth-$10; Total-$2,564. December Mites-$159.42.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Cancer patients: Sue Davenport; Sheila Eberts;

Rob Eickmann; Elke; Lois Howe; Janet; Kim;
Bill Livingston; Liz; Ruben Pineda; Alan
Walters.

Family & Friends: Debbie Jenner; Fred Jenner;
Harriet Jenner; Larry Johnson; Kathe;
Elfriede Kuemmerle; Ron Meyer; Megan
Mobley; Doreen Robinson; Shea; Bill
Tunison; Zoe.

Shut-ins: Gwen Huff; Myrt Ruse-Obed; Mary
Osbon; Bea Richardson.

Bereaved: family and friends of Rev. Paul
Spira.

Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske;
Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl; Joe Meyer;
Logan Ostrander; Ryan Schlueter; Heath
Taner; Chelsea Terrones; Arie Vinceguerra.
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ANNOUNCEMENTS Please have all announcements to the office by 8:30am, Wednesdays.

No Sunday School today. Pastor’s class will
resume January 1, and all other classes will
resume January 8.

No Interpretation for the Deaf Mary will be
unavailable to interpret December 24-January 1.
She will return to 11:30 worship on January 8.

Office Closed for the Holidays We will be
closed December 26-30. Regular office hours
resume January 2.

Poinsettia Sale Update We sold 46 of the 48
coupons. Many thanks to all fo you that
supported this fundraiser. Several members
donated extra money, allowing us to gift 11
poinsettias. Your generosity at this time of
year is much appreciated. A total of $205 will
be given to the Furniture, Fixtures, and
Flooring Fund (FFF).

THIS WEEK at ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday 12/25 9:00am

11:30am
Worship
Worship

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise
indicated, Scripture quotations are from
the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran
Service Builder © 2021 Concordia
Publishing House. CCLI  #3065936.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish,
Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022
Concordia Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.

12/26-30 Office Closed
Saturday 12/31 9:00am Men’s Bible Study
Sunday 1/1 9:00am

10:30am
11:30am

Worship
Pastor’s Sunday School Class
Worship
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