
the NATIVITY of OUR LORD

December 24, 2022 - 3:00pm & 7:00pm



SON OF MAN AND SON OF GOD
Who is the Son of God? That first Christmas, the baby lying in the manger appeared to be the
son of Mary and Joseph. Yet, this infant boy is so much more than meets the eye. He is the Son
of God! How do we know? Just listen to God’s Word in the proclamation of the angels: “For
unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord” (Luke 2:11). Or
hear the words of John 1: “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us” (John 1:14). This
Christmas, through faith, you also are more than what meets the eye. You are a child of God!
How do you know? God’s Word connected to water declares it because you are baptized in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Celebrate this Christmas that “when
the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born under the law, to
redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption as sons” (Galatians
4:4–5).

WELCOME
We’re glad you’re here! All in attendance in the sanctuary are asked to please complete the
Connect card located in the pew rack and they will be collected along with prayer cards, during the
Sermon Hymn. Also, please read the statement concerning the reception of the Lord’s Supper

found on the Worship card.
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ORDER of WORSHIP

PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

CALL TO WORSHIP

PREPARATION
HYMN OF INVOCATION “Joy To The World” LSB 387

Text: Isaac Watts, 1674–1748
Tune: George Frideric Handel, 1685–1759, adapt.
Text and tune: Public domain

INVOCATION (please stand)
☩ The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 146:3–5

P Put not your trust in princes,
C in a son of man, in whom there is no salvation.
P When his breath departs
C he returns to the earth;
P on that very day
C his plans perish.
P Blessed is he whose help is the God of Jacob,
C whose hope is in the Lord his God.

SERVICE OF LIGHT
P The Spirit and the Church cry out:
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P All those who await His appearance pray:
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P The whole creation pleads:
C Come, Lord Jesus.
P Celebrating the arrival of the Son of Man and the Son of God, we implore:
C Come, Lord Jesus.

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 6
As the hymn is sung, the candles of the Advent wreath are lighted, including the Christ candle.

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain

Text: Public domain

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P “We also, when we were children, were enslaved to the elementary principles of the world”

(Galatians 4:3). Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P “But when the fullness of time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of woman, born
under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, so that we might receive adoption
as sons” (Galatians 4:4–5). Because of the Savior who is the Word made flesh and who dwelt
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among us, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and ordained servant of the Word, announce
the grace of God to all of you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

INTROIT Psalm 2:1–2, 4–6; antiphon: Liturgical Text

P When all was still, and it was midnight,
C Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne.
P Why do the nations rage

and the peoples plot in vain?
The kings of the earth set themselves, and the rulers take counsel together,

against the Lord and against His anointed.
He who sits in the heavens laughs;
the Lord holds them in derision.
Then He will speak to them in His wrath,

and terrify them in His fury, saying,
“As for Me, I have set My King

on Zion, My holy hill.”

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P When all was still, and it was midnight,
C Your almighty Word, O Lord, descended from the royal throne.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Father in heaven, You sent forth Your Son to be born of a woman, born under the law, to
redeem us who were under the law. Grant that through faith we might rejoice in our
baptismal adoption as Your children and our connection to Christ; through the same Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen. (please be seated)

OLD TESTAMENT READING Daniel 7:13–14

A The Old Testament Reading for the Nativity of Our Lord is from Daniel, the seventh chapter.
I saw in the night visions,

and behold, with the clouds of heaven
there came one like a son of man,

and he came to the Ancient of Days
and was presented before him.

And to him was given dominion
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and glory and a kingdom,
that all peoples, nations, and languages

should serve him;
his dominion is an everlasting dominion,

which shall not pass away,

and his kingdom one
that shall not be destroyed.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 96
A Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day.
C Oh sing to the Lord a new song; sing to the Lord, all the earth!
A Sing to the Lord, bless His name; tell of His salvation from day to day.
C Declare His glory among the nations, His marvelous works among all the peoples!
A For great is the Lord, and greatly to be praised; He is to be feared above all gods.
C For all the gods of the peoples are worthless idols, but the Lord made the heavens.
A Splendor and majesty are before Him; strength and beauty are in His sanctuary.
C Ascribe to the Lord, O families of the peoples, ascribe to the Lord glory and strength!
A Ascribe to the Lord the glory due His name; bring an offering, and come into His courts!
C Worship the Lord in the splendor of holiness; tremble before Him, all the earth!
A Say among the nations, “The Lord reigns! Yes, the world is established; it shall never be

moved; He will judge the peoples with equity.”
C Let the heavens be glad, and let the earth rejoice; let the sea roar, and all that fills it; let

the field exult, and everything in it!
A Then shall all the trees of the forest sing for joy before the Lord, for He comes, for He comes

to judge the earth.
C He will judge the world in righteousness, and the peoples in His faithfulness.

EPISTLE Galatians 4:1–7

A The Epistle is from Galatians, the fourth chapter.
I mean that the heir, as long as he is a child,

is no different from a slave, though he is the
owner of everything, but he is under
guardians and managers until the date set by
his father. In the same way we also, when we
were children, were enslaved to the
elementary principles of the world. But when
the fullness of time had come, God sent forth
his Son, born of woman, born under the law,

to redeem those who were under the law, so
that we might receive adoption as sons. And
because you are sons, God has sent the Spirit
of his Son into our hearts, crying, “Abba!
Father!” So you are no longer a slave, but a
son, and if a son, then an heir through God.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE Luke 2:11

P Alleluia.
C For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
P Alleluia.
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HOLY GOSPEL John 1:1–18

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

In the beginning was the Word, and the
Word was with God, and the Word was God.
He was in the beginning with God. All things
were made through him, and without him was
not any thing made that was made. In him
was life, and the life was the light of men. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness
has not overcome it.

There was a man sent from God, whose
name was John. He came as a witness, to bear
witness about the light, that all might believe
through him. He was not the light, but came
to bear witness about the light.

The true light, which enlightens everyone,
was coming into the world. He was in the
world, and the world was made through him,
yet the world did not know him. He came to
his own, and his own people did not receive
him. But to all who did receive him, who

believed in his name, he gave the right to
become children of God, who were born, not
of blood nor of the will of the flesh nor of the
will of man, but of God.

And the Word became flesh and dwelt
among us, and we have seen his glory, glory
as of the only Son from the Father, full of
grace and truth. (John bore witness about
him, and cried out, “This was he of whom I
said, ‘He who comes after me ranks before
me, because he was before me.’”) And from
his fullness we have all received, grace upon
grace. For the law was given through Moses;
grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. No
one has ever seen God; the only God, who is
at the Father’s side, he has made him known.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,
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the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life☩ everlasting. Amen. (please be seated)

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests. Those present may fill out a Prayer card. Those
worshiping online may post in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all capital letters, followed by your request.
Our volunteers will gather them to be offered up during the Prayer of the Church.

SERMON HYMN “Hark The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380

Text: Charles Wesley, 1707–88, alt. Tune: Felix Mendelssohn, 1809–47. Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON

OFFERING
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7:00PM - SONG DURING OFFERING “Offering (Christmas)”
1. Over the skies of Bethlehem appeared a star

While angels sang to lowly shepherds.
Three wise men seeking truth traveled from afar,
Hoping to find the Child from heaven.
Falling on their knees, they bowed
Before the humble Prince of Peace.

Chorus I bring an offering of worship to my King.
No one on earth deserves the praises that I sing.
Jesus, may You receive the honor that You're due.
O Lord, I bring an offering to You.
I bring an offering to You.

2. The sun cannot compare to the glory of Your love;
There is no shadow in Your presence;
No mortal man would dare to stand before Your throne,
Before the Holy One of heaven;
It's only by Your blood,
And it's only through Your mercy, Lord I come.

OFFERTORY (please stand) Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P We come before our Lord in prayer in the name of the Holy Child of Bethlehem, the Son of

Man and the Son of God.

Heavenly Father, we rejoice at the coming of Your Son for our salvation. Grant that we might
share the Good News of Christ this Christmastime that many others find joy at the coming of
Your Son to bring them life and salvation. Hear us, for the sake of Jesus,

C Son of Man and Son of God.

P Heavenly Father, we remember before You those who are suffering ills of body or mind even
as we celebrate Christ’s birth. According to Your will, bless them with healing and joy even in
the midst of woe. We bring before You especially _________. Hear us, for the sake of Jesus,

C Son of Man and Son of God.

P Heavenly Father, You sent Your Son that first Christmas to be the Savior of all nations and of
all time. Here, in this time and place, grant that we receive the benefits of His coming
through His body and blood given and shed for us as we faithfully receive Him as He comes
to us in His Supper. Hear us, for the sake of Jesus,

C Son of Man and Son of God.

P We pray these things through Christ Jesus, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever,

C Son of Man and Son of God. Amen.

the SACRAMENT
We welcome to the table of the Lord’s Supper all those who believe and confess alongside this family the
teachings of the Lutheran Church. For more on this, refer to the Worship card, located in each pew rack.
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for when the fullness of time had
come, You sent Your Son to be born of a woman, born under the law, so that we might receive
adoption as Your children. Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of
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heaven, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

THE PEACE OF THE LORD John 20:19

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
P The table is prepared. Welcome to the Lord’s table.
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AGNUS DEI John 1:29

DISTRIBUTION (please be seated)

SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION
7:00PM - “Newborn King”
1. We’ve been waiting, our hearts hoping

For a Savior, for our Lord
Now this day, in flesh appearing
Love is here, we wait no more

Chorus Light of the world come to save, come to save us
Heaven rejoices, angels sing
Glory to God in the high, in the highest
We bow before our newborn King

2. Peace on earth and death defeated
Mercy triumphs, grace abounds
Through this child, we find forgiveness
Our salvation here and now

Bridge      Hallelujah, Christ our Savior,
Hope eternal, we will sing
Hallelujah, Christ our Savior,

                  Son of God, our newborn King!  
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“What Child Is This” LSB 370

Text: William C. Dix, 1837–98. Tune: English, 16th cent. Text and tune: Public domain
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“O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB 379 sts. 1, ref, 2–4

Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786. Text and tune: Public domain

COLLECT
P Let us pray.

We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord,
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: “Silent Night, Holy Night” LSB 363 sts. 1–3

Text: Franz Joseph Mohr, 1792–1848; tr. John F. Young, 1820–85
Tune: Franz Xaver Gruber, 1787–1863
Text and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL
P Christ the Savior is born. Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

☩  ☩  ☩
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Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing House. All rights reserved. Used by permission. SYMBOLS OF SALVATION ©
2021 Concordia Publishing House. Scripture: ESV®. Permission granted to purchaser to reproduce this page for use in congregational settings. All other rights reserved.
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SERVING in the LORD’S HOUSE
Pastor Rev. Aaron B. Chittick

Administrative Assist. Laura Oswood Organist Kay Kaepp
Treasurer Donna Hobday Altar Guild Liz Donbrock

Interpreter for the Deaf Mary Smith Banners Gail Green

Christmas Eve 3:00pm Christmas Eve 7:00pm Christmas Eve 10:00pm
Acolyte Ellie A Makenzie P

Assistant Loren Green Merle Donbrock Ron Patch
Ushers Sara Mobley

Larry Parks
Carl Hunker
John Sennish

Jeremiah Grant
Rick Taden

Reader Barb Vainner Tim Meyer Rick Taden
Sound Chris Donbrock Jimmy Powell Jason Moore

Candles - - Aaron Garn
Counters Rick Taden

Suzanne Dayton
Rick Taden
Suzanne Dayton

Rick Taden
Suzanne Dayton

St. Paul Lutheran Church
Sonshine Kids Preschool & Daycare
95 W State Street
Coldwater, MI  49036
517-278-8061

pastorchittick@stpaulcoldwater.com
www.StPaulColdwater.com

churchoffice@stpaulcoldwater.com
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