
the FOURTH SUNDAY in ADVENT
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St. Paul Lutheran Church | 95 W. State St, Coldwater, MI 49036

www.stpaulcoldwater.com | 517-278-8061 | Facebook: @StPaulColdwater

AS WE GATHER
The season of Advent reminds us that we as individuals are part of the big picture of salvation
planned by our God as we reflect on the coming of Christ to earth for us. We are called to be
resolute —determined and assured in Christ. We celebrate the season resolutely, sure that in
Christ, God has done all that is necessary to keep us in His salvation picture for time and for
eternity!

WELCOME
We’re glad you’re here! All in attendance in the sanctuary are asked to please complete the
Connect card located in the pew rack and they will be collected along with prayer cards, during
the Sermon Hymn. Also, please read the statement concerning the reception of the Lord’s
Supper found on the Worship card.

http://www.stpaulcoldwater.com


ORDER of WORSHIP
PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN “Angels From The Realms Of Glory” LSB 367

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2–4): James Montgomery, 1771–1854, alt.; (st. 5): Salisbury Hymn Book, 1857, Salisbury, alt.
Tune: Henry T. Smart, 1813–79. Text and tune: Public domain

PREPARATION (please stand)
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INVOCATION ☩ The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Isaiah 45:8a; Psalm 19:1, 4–6; 112:1b, 7b

P Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness;
C let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit; let the earth cause

them both to sprout.

P The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims His handiwork.
C Their measuring line goes out through all the earth, and their words to the end of the

world.

P In them He has set a tent for the sun, which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his
chamber, and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy.

C Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, and there is
nothing hidden from its heat.

P Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, who greatly delights in His commandments!
C His heart is firm, trusting in the LORD. Praise the LORD!

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our gracious heavenly Father.
C Eternal God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and that sin is ever-present in our

lives. O God, in Your mercy, forgive our sin. Redirect and renew us, that we may joyfully
follow Your will and gladly obey Your commandments. Graciously forgive our sins and, by
the leading of the Holy Spirit, guide us in ways of compassion and love.

P In the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins in the
name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. Now may the God of peace
Himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit, soul, and body be kept
blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is faithful; He will surely
do it. Go in ☩ peace.

C Amen.

SERVICE of the WORD
9:00AM - INTROIT Psalm 130:5–8; antiphon: Isaiah 64:1

P Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at
Your presence.

C I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, and in His word I hope; my soul waits for the Lord more
than watchmen for the morning, more than watchmen for the morning.

P O Israel, hope in the LORD! For with the LORD there is steadfast love, and with Him is plentiful
redemption. And He will redeem Israel from all his iniquities.

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
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P Oh that You would rend the heavens and come down, that the mountains might quake at
Your presence.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might, that the sins which weigh
us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the Father
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen. (please be seated)

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 6–7
During the singing of the hymn, four candles on the Advent wreath are lighted.

Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain
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OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 7:10–17

Again the LORD spoke to Ahaz, “Ask a sign of
the LORD your God; let it be deep as Sheol or
high as heaven.” But Ahaz said, “I will not ask,
and I will not put the LORD to the test.” And he
said, “Hear then, O house of David! Is it too
little for you to weary men, that you weary my
God also? Therefore the Lord himself will give
you a sign. Behold, the virgin shall conceive
and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel. He shall eat curds and honey when
he knows how to refuse the evil and choose

the good. For before the boy knows how to
refuse the evil and choose the good, the land
whose two kings you dread will be deserted.
The LORD will bring upon you and upon your
people and upon your father’s house such
days as have not come since the day that
Ephraim departed from Judah—the king of
Assyria.”
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Romans 1:1–7

Paul, a servant of Christ Jesus, called to be
an apostle, set apart for the gospel of God,
which he promised beforehand through his
prophets in the holy Scriptures, concerning his
Son, who was descended from David
according to the flesh and was declared to be
the Son of God in power according to the
Spirit of holiness by his resurrection from the
dead, Jesus Christ our Lord, through whom we
have received grace and apostleship to bring

about the obedience of faith for the sake of
his name among all the nations, including you
who are called to belong to Jesus Christ,

To all those in Rome who are loved by God
and called to be saints:

Grace to you and peace from God our
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(please stand)

GRADUAL AND VERSE Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.; Matthew 1:23a

P Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

C Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord we bless You.

ALL Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
and they shall call His name Immanuel. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 1:18–25

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

Now the birth of Jesus Christ took place in
this way. When his mother Mary had been
betrothed to Joseph, before they came
together she was found to be with child from
the Holy Spirit. And her husband Joseph,

being a just man and unwilling to put her to
shame, resolved to divorce her quietly. But as
he considered these things, behold, an angel
of the Lord appeared to him in a dream,
saying, “Joseph, son of David, do not fear to
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take Mary as your wife, for that which is
conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit. She
will bear a son, and you shall call his name
Jesus, for he will save his people from their
sins.” All this took place to fulfill what the Lord
had spoken by the prophet:

“Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a
son,
and they shall call his name Immanuel”

(which means, God with us). When Joseph
woke from sleep, he did as the angel of the
Lord commanded him: he took his wife, but
knew her not until she had given birth to a
son. And he called his name Jesus.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED found inside the back cover of LSB

C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,

the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life☩ everlasting. Amen. (please be seated)

9:00AM - CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests. Those present may fill out a Prayer card. Those
worshiping online may post in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all capital letters, followed by your request.
Our volunteers will gather them to be offered up during the Prayer of the Church.

SERMON HYMN “The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came (Gabriel's Message)”
1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came

His wings as drifted snow his eyes aflame
All hail said he thou lowly maiden Mary
Most highly favoured lady

Gloria
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2 For known a blessed Mother thou shalt be
All generations laud and honour thee
Thy Son shall be Emmanuel by seers foretold
Most highly favoured lady

Gloria

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head
To me be as it pleaseth God she said
'My soul shall laud and magnify his holy name
Most highly favoured lady

Gloria

4 Of her Emmanuel the Christ was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn
And Christian folk throughout the world
Will ever say
Most highly favoured lady

Gloria
CCLI Song # 2402770. Charles Edgar Pettman | Sabine Baring-Gould. © Words: Public Domain. Music: Public Domain. For use solely with the
SongSelect® Terms of Use. All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 3065936

SERMON

9:00AM - OFFERING

OFFERTORY (please stand) Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For faith and humility to receive the
virgin-born Son of God in the signs where
He is promised to be found: His Holy
Word and Sacraments, let us pray to the
Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the apostolic Gospel and its ministers,
that the name and resurrection of Jesus
would be proclaimed among all the
nations, including among us, to bring
about the obedience of faith in every
place, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P For all couples engaged to be married,
that they may come to their wedding day
chastely and without fear, shame or
disgrace; that they may know that
Immanuel is the one who saves His
people from their sins; and that God
would clothe all brides and grooms in the
forgiveness of Christ, by which all can
stand before Him cleansed and confident
of His blessing, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P For our nation and its rulers, that the Lord
would bear patiently with this land
despite its tiresome flattery and unbelief;
that God would clear away all empty
shows of piety; and that He would renew
genuine faith in the virgin’s Son, that His
return may not be a sign against us, let us

pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For penitent hearts, that God would
preserve us from temptation and abuse of
His name by seeking our own way, and
instead move us to confess our sins and
rejoice in Jesus, our salvation, let us pray
to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the sick and those in any need,
[especially _____________,] let us pray to
the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P For all the faithful, that they may
celebrate the birth of Christ by hearing
the Word, singing His praises, and
receiving His body and blood, let us pray
to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P Lord God, heavenly Father, we give You
thanks for Your Son, Jesus Christ, who is
truly Lord and ruler of the house of Israel.
With the Holy Spirit, You spoke to Moses
out of the burning bush and gave the law
in terror to test Your ancient people, that
the fear of You would be before them. As
Moses stretched out his arm at Your Word
to bring Israel out of bondage, and as he
stood in the breach against Your wrath, so
You have given Christ to redeem us with
His arms outstretched on the wood of the
cross. Grant that, as we recall with
thanksgiving His advent in the flesh, we
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may always confess Him and remain
watchful for His advent in glory at the Last
Day; for You live and reign, ever one God,

Father, Son and Holy Spirit, now and
forever.

C Amen.

the SACRAMENT
We welcome to the table of the Lord’s Supper all those who believe and confess alongside this family the
teachings of the Lutheran Church. For more on this, refer to the Worship card, located in each pew rack.
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, Lord, our God, for You have had mercy on us and sent Your only-begotten Son, the long
hoped-for Messiah, to bring us salvation. Pour out upon us the gifts of Your Spirit, that we
may receive Your blessings joyfully and resolutely serve You in all we do. Grant that we may
receive the body and blood of our Lord as the guarantee of our salvation and as a foretaste
of the feast to come in Your eternal kingdom. To You alone, O Father, be all glory, honor, and
praise, together with the Son and Holy Spirit, now and forever.

SANCTUS “Holy, Holy, Holy” Tune: LSB 507
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Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823-76. Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative
Worship License no. 110002464. Tune: Public domain

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

THE PEACE OF THE LORD John 20:19

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
P The table is prepared. Welcome to the Lord’s table.

AGNUS DEI John 1:29
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DISTRIBUTION (please be seated)

9:00AM - SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION
“Let The Earth Now Praise The Lord” LSB 352

5 Bruise for me the serpent’s head
That, set free from doubt and dread,
I may cling to You in faith,
Safely kept through life and death.

6 Then when You will come again
As the glorious king to reign,
I with joy will see Your face,
Freely ransomed by Your grace.

Text: Heinrich Held, 1620–59; tr. Catherine Winkworth, 1827–78, alt.
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter. Text and tune: Public domain
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“O LIttle Town Of Bethlehem” LSB 361

Text: Phillips Brooks, 1835–93. Tune: Lewis H. Redner, 1831–1908. Text and tune: Public domain
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“Savior Of The Nations, Come” LSB 332

5 God the Father was His source,
Back to God He ran His course.
Into hell His road went down,
Back then to His throne and crown.

6 For You are the Father’s Son
Who in flesh the vict’ry won.
By Your mighty pow’r make whole
All our ills of flesh and soul.

7 From the manger newborn light
Shines in glory through the night.
Darkness there no more resides;
In this light faith now abides.

8 Glory to the Father sing,
Glory to the Son, our king,
Glory to the Spirit be
Now and through eternity.

Text: attr. Ambrose of Milan, 340–397; German version, Martin Luther, 1483–1546; (sts. 1–2): tr. William M. Reynolds, 1812–76; (sts. 3, 6):
tr. Lutheran Service Book, 2006; (sts. 4–5, 8): tr. F. Samuel Janzow, 1913–2001; (st. 7): tr. Gifford A. Grobien, 1973
Tune: Geystliche gesangk Buchleyn, 1524, Wittenberg, ed. Johann Walter. Text (sts. 3, 6–7): © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; (sts. 4–5,
8): © 1978 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002464. Text (sts. 1–2) and tune: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, we thank You for having fed us with the body and blood of our
Savior Jesus Christ. Govern our hearts that we may never forget Your blessings but
steadfastly thank and praise You for all Your goodness in this life until, with all Your saints, we
praise You eternally in Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, to
whom, with You and the same Spirit, be all honor and glory, forever and ever.

C Amen.

12



BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Jesus Name Above All Names”
1. Jesus name above all names

Beautiful Savior glorious Lord
Emmanuel God is with us
Blessed Redeemer living Word

2. Jesus loving Shepherd
Vine of the branches Son of God
Prince of Peace Wonderful Counselor
Lord of the universe Light of the world

3. Jesus name above all names
Beautiful Savior glorious Lord
Emmanuel God is with us
Blessed Redeemer living Word

CCLI Song # 21291. Naida Hearn. © 1974, 1978 Universal Music -
Brentwood Benson Publishing (Admin. by Brentwood-Benson Music
Publishing, Inc.) For use solely with the SongSelect® Terms of Use.
All rights reserved. www.ccli.com. CCLI License # 3065936

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

☩   ☩   ☩
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SERVING in the LORD’S HOUSE
Pastor Rev. Aaron B. Chittick

Administrative Assist. Laura Oswood Organist Kay Kaepp
Treasurer Donna Hobday Altar Guild Liz Donbrock

Interpreter for the Deaf Mary Smith Banners Gail Green

Today - December 18 Wednesday - December 21 Next Sunday - December 25
Acolyte Lorelai C - Megan M

Assistant Rick Taden - Chris Donbrock
Ushers Kevin Luckert

Christopher Mobley
- Loren Green

Ruth Patch
Reader Kelsey Sobeski Barb Vainner Chris Donbrock
Sound Chayse Moore - Chayse Moore

Candles Daniel Tucker
Elizabeth Tucker

- -

Counters Jacque Osborn
Kira Grant

Rick Taden
Suzanne Dayton

Rick Taden
Suzanne Dayton

Cookies Powell Family - LWML

Christmas Eve: Sat. - Dec 24 @ 3pm Sat. - Dec 24 @ 7pm Sat. - Dec 24 @ 10pm
Acolyte Ellie A Makenzie P Madeline G

Assistant Loren Green Merle Donbrock Ron Patch
Ushers Sara Mobley

Larry Parks
Carl Hunker
John Sennish

Jeremiah Grant
Rick Taden

Reader Barb Vainner Tim Meyer Rick Taden
Sound Chris Donbrock Jimmy Powell Jason Moore

Candles - - Aaron Garn

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are dedicated to the glory of God in loving memory of Don Pipe.
We miss him every day.  ~ Patty Pipe, Kevin Pipe, and Leslie Riesenhuber

ATTENDANCE December 7 Worship: 6:15pm-26; December 11 Worship 9am-68.

OFFERINGS December 7: General Fund-$380; Youth-$37; December 11 (Includes Direct Payments):
General Fund-$3,151; Memorial for Carol Heffelfinger-$565 (40-Building Fund, 25-Endowment,
500-unspecified); Kitchen-$75; Total-$4,208. November Mites-$135.75.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Cancer patients: Sue Davenport; Sheila Eberts;

Rob Eickmann; Elke; Lois Howe; Janet; Kim;
Bill Livingston; Ruben Pineda; Alan Walters.

Family & Friends: Ryder Grant; Debbie Jenner;
Fred Jenner; Harriet Jenner; Larry Johnson;

Elfriede Kuemmerle; Makayla; Ron Meyer;
Megan Mobley; Doreen Robinson; Shea;
Rev. Paul Spira; Bill Tunison; Zoe.

Shut-ins: Gwen Huff; Myrt Ruse-Obed; Mary
Osbon; Bea Richardson.
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Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske;
Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl; Joe Meyer;

Logan Ostrander; Ryan Schlueter; Heath
Taner; Chelsea Terrones; Arie Vinceguerra.

SUNDAY SCHOOL 10:30am Pastor’s class will meet in the Fellowship Hall. All other classes are on
break until January 8.

ANNOUNCEMENTS Please have all announcements to the office by 8:30am, Wednesdays.

Advent Wednesday December 21
5:30pm - Supper (free will donations to cover

cost of food, extra will go to the Youth)
6:15pm - Worship “This Is My Son”

Advent Soup & Sandwich Suppers Help Sign
up on the bulletin board to host or bring food.

Poinsettia Sale, $14 each.
❖ Purchase ticket(s) now for poinsettias from

Ruth Patch or the church office.
❖ Take your ticket(s) to Neitzert’s Greenhouse.
❖ Take your pick of color options available.

Christmas Eve Worship
3:00pm In-Person
7:00pm In-Person and on Facebook Live
10:00pm Singing & Readings In-Person

No Interpretation for the Deaf Mary will be
unavailable to interpret December 24-January 1.
She will return to 11:30 worship on January 8.

Big Ones, Small Ones, Old Ones, Lone Ones
We’re collecting shoes again. They can be new
or used, a pair or a lone shoe. Usable shoes
will be given to those who need them in the
U.S. and abroad, while unusable shoes will be
ground down into playground material. Check
out the bulletin board or talk to Jacque
Osborn or Bev Beier.

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8am-3:30pm, Friday
8am-12pm. (May be closed 12-1 for lunch.)

Office Closed for the Holidays We will be
closed December 26-30. Regular office hours
resume January 2.

THIS WEEK at ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday 12/18 9:00am

10:30am
11:30am

Worship
Sunday School - Adults
Worship - Interpreted for the Deaf

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise
indicated, Scripture quotations are from
the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran
Service Builder © 2021 Concordia
Publishing House. CCLI  #3065936.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish,
Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022
Concordia Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.

Wednesday 12/21 9:00am
5:30pm
6:15pm

Staff Meeting
Supper
Advent Worship

Saturday 12/24 3:00pm
7:00pm

10:00pm

Worship
Worship
Singing & Readings

Sunday 12/25 9:00am
11:30am

Worship
Worship
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