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AS WE GATHER
Advent is a most joyful time and a time for great praise of our God. Today is the “joyful
Sunday” in Advent. With Mary’s beautiful song, the Magnificat, we exult that God has “done
great things” and that “His mercy is on those who fear Him from generation to generation”
(LSB, pp. 248–49). With Mary, we rejoice that God “has shown strength with His arm”
especially to those who are lowly and humbled. Today at St. Paul the children will tell the
beautiful Christmas story. There is so much joy—it simply must be shared!

WELCOME
We’re glad you’re here! All in attendance in the sanctuary are asked to please complete the
Connect card located in the pew rack and they will be collected along with prayer cards, during
the Sermon Hymn. Also, please read the statement concerning the reception of the Lord’s
Supper found on the Worship card.

ORDER of WORSHIP
PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB 379
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Text: tr. Frederick Oakeley, 1802–80, alt. Text and tune: John F. Wade, c. 1711–1786. Text and tune: Public domain

PREPARATION (please stand)
INVOCATION ☩ The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

OPENING SENTENCES Psalm 100; 118:24

P This is the day that the LORD has made;
C let us rejoice and be glad in it.

P Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth!
C Serve the LORD with gladness! Come into His presence with singing!

P Know that the LORD, He is God! It is He who made us, and we are His; we are His people,
and the sheep of His pasture.

C Enter His gates with thanksgiving, and His courts with praise!
P Give thanks to Him; bless His name!
C For the LORD is good; His steadfast love endures forever, and His faithfulness to all

generations.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Let us now make confession of our sins to God, our heavenly Father.
C Merciful Father, our Lord and King, we have sinned against You in thought, word, and

deed. We have left undone those things we ought to have done; we have done those
things we ought not to have done. We have not always made Your kingdom of first
importance in our lives. We sincerely repent of our sins and humbly ask Your grace and
forgiveness in Jesus Christ. By the renewing work of the Holy Spirit, lead us to change what
is sinful in our lives that each day we may grow in righteousness and godly living to the
glory of Your holy name.

P God is gracious and forgiving. He shows His kingly power in ways that are merciful. To each
of us, our Lord says, “Fear not!” and promises pardon, life, and salvation. As a called and
ordained servant of Christ, I announce to you the forgiveness of all of your sins in the name
of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. As you believe, so may it be.

C Amen.
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SERVICE of the WORD
INTROIT Psalm 71:14–18; antiphon: Philippians 4:4

P Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.
C I will hope continually and will praise You yet more and more.

P My mouth will tell of Your righteous acts, of Your deeds of salvation all the day, for their
number is past my knowledge.

C With the mighty deeds of the Lord GOD I will come; I will remind them of Your
righteousness, Yours alone.

P O God, from my youth You have taught me, and I still proclaim Your wondrous deeds.
C So even to old age and gray hairs, O God, do not forsake me, until I proclaim Your might to

another generation, Your power to all those to come.

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P Rejoice in the Lord always; again I will say, Rejoice.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our
hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.

C Amen. (please be seated)

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 5
During the singing of the hymn, three candles on the Advent wreath are lighted.
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Text: Latin, c. 12th cent.; Psalteriolum Cantionum Catholicarum, 1710, Köln; tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.
Tune: French, 15th cent. Text and tune: Public domain

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 35:1–10

The wilderness and the dry land shall be glad;
the desert shall rejoice and blossom like the crocus;

it shall blossom abundantly
and rejoice with joy and singing.

The glory of Lebanon shall be given to it,
the majesty of Carmel and Sharon.

They shall see the glory of the LORD,
the majesty of our God.

Strengthen the weak hands,
and make firm the feeble knees.

Say to those who have an anxious heart,
“Be strong; fear not!

Behold, your God
will come with vengeance,

with the recompense of God.
He will come and save you.”

Then the eyes of the blind shall be opened,
and the ears of the deaf unstopped;

then shall the lame man leap like a deer,
and the tongue of the mute sing for joy.

For waters break forth in the wilderness,
and streams in the desert;

the burning sand shall become a pool,
and the thirsty ground springs of water;

in the haunt of jackals, where they lie down,
the grass shall become reeds and rushes.

And a highway shall be there,
and it shall be called the Way of Holiness;
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the unclean shall not pass over it.
It shall belong to those who walk on the way;
even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.

No lion shall be there,
nor shall any ravenous beast come up on it;

they shall not be found there,
but the redeemed shall walk there.

And the ransomed of the LORD shall return
and come to Zion with singing;

everlasting joy shall be upon their heads;
they shall obtain gladness and joy,
and sorrow and sighing shall flee away.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE James 5:7–11

Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the
coming of the Lord. See how the farmer waits
for the precious fruit of the earth, being
patient about it, until it receives the early and
the late rains. You also, be patient. Establish
your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at
hand. Do not grumble against one another,
brothers, so that you may not be judged;
behold, the Judge is standing at the door. As

an example of suffering and patience,
brothers, take the prophets who spoke in the
name of the Lord. Behold, we consider those
blessed who remained steadfast. You have
heard of the steadfastness of Job, and you
have seen the purpose of the Lord, how the
Lord is compassionate and merciful.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

(please stand)

GRADUAL AND VERSE Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt.; Matthew 11:10b

P Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem.

C Behold, your king is coming to you; righteous and having salvation.
Blessed is He who comes in the name of the Lord. From the house of the Lord we bless You.

ALL Alleluia. Behold, I send My messenger before Your face,
who will prepare Your way before You. Alleluia.

HOLY GOSPEL Matthew 11:2–15

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the eleventh chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

When John heard in prison about the deeds
of the Christ, he sent word by his disciples and
said to him, “Are you the one who is to come,
or shall we look for another?” And Jesus

answered them, “Go and tell John what you
hear and see: the blind receive their sight and
the lame walk, lepers are cleansed and the
deaf hear, and the dead are raised up, and the
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poor have good news preached to them. And
blessed is the one who is not offended by
me.”

As they went away, Jesus began to speak to
the crowds concerning John: “What did you
go out into the wilderness to see? A reed
shaken by the wind? What then did you go
out to see? A man dressed in soft clothing?
Behold, those who wear soft clothing are in
kings’ houses. What then did you go out to
see? A prophet? Yes, I tell you, and more than
a prophet. This is he of whom it is written,

“‘Behold, I send my messenger before
your face,

who will prepare your way before you.’

Truly, I say to you, among those born of
women there has arisen no one greater than
John the Baptist. Yet the one who is least in
the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.
From the days of John the Baptist until now
the kingdom of heaven has suffered violence,
and the violent take it by force. For all the
Prophets and the Law prophesied until John,
and if you are willing to accept it, he is Elijah
who is to come. He who has ears to hear, let
him hear.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

CREED The Third Article

P The Third Sunday in Advent is a joy-filled Sunday in which we can thank God for His gracious
plan for our salvation and for the Holy Spirit, who guides our lives of faith and joins us
together in the community of the Church. We speak the words of the Third Article of the
Apostles’ Creed with joyful confidence:

C I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian Church, the communion of saints, the
forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen.

P What does this mean?
C I believe that I cannot by my own reason or strength believe in Jesus Christ, my Lord, or

come to Him; but the Holy Spirit has called me by the Gospel, enlightened me with His
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the true faith.

In the same way He calls, gathers, enlightens, and sanctifies the whole Christian Church on
earth, and keeps it with Jesus Christ in the one true faith.

In this Christian Church He daily and richly forgives all my sins and the sins of all believers.

On the Last Day He will raise me and all the dead, and give eternal life to me and all
believers in Christ.

This is most certainly true. (please be seated)

During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests. Those present may fill out a Prayer card. Those
worshiping online may post in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all capital letters, followed by your request.
Our volunteers will gather them to be offered up during the Prayer of the Church.
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HYMN OF THE DAY “O Come, Little Children”
1 Oh, come, little children,

Oh, come, one and all,
To Bethlehem’s stable
In Bethlehem’s stall,
And see with rejoicing
This glorious sight,
Our Father in heaven
Has sent us this night.

2 Oh, see in the manger,
In hallowed light
A star throws its beaming
On this holiest sight
In clean swaddling clothes
Lies the heavenly Child,
More lovely than angels,
This Baby so mild.

3 Oh, there lies the Christ Child,
On hay and on straw;
The shepherds are kneeling
before Him with awe.
And Mary and Joseph
Smile on Him with love,
While angels are singing
sweet songs from above.

Text: Johann A. P. Schultz, 1794
Tune: C.V. Schmidt

THE MESSAGE “This Is My Son” Presented by the Children

(when it’s time, please join the children in singing:)

“Away In A Manger” LSB 364

Tune and text: Public domain
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OFFERING

(please stand)

OFFERTORY (please stand) Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord:
C Lord, have mercy.

P For all who offer prayers and
supplications, that God would hear them
on account of His Son who has
enlightened the darkness of our hearts
and every corner of creation by His
incarnation, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P For all pastors and church workers, that
the words they bear would prepare the

way of Jesus’ second advent and be
received by all who hear them, let us pray
to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the homes of our land, that God
would grant safety and security to all
families; and that the faith would be
delivered from one generation to the
next, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.
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P For all in authority, that they would be
given wisdom and insight until the day
when Christ comes again in glory to usher
in His kingdom, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P For the sick and grieving, [especially…,]
that as the day draws near when blind
eyes see, deaf ears hear, lame legs leap
and mute tongues sing for joy, God would
grant them healing according to His
gracious will, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P For faith and joy to receive the Lord’s
Supper worthily this day, as Christ comes

as a foretaste of the Lamb’s marriage
feast, let us pray to the Lord:

C Lord, have mercy.

P O God, Your love invites us to rejoice in
Your goodness. In every circumstance of
life, teach us the joy that comes from
knowing Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord,
and eagerly expecting His gracious
visitation; through the same Jesus Christ,
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

the SACRAMENT
We welcome to the table of the Lord’s Supper all those who believe and confess alongside this family the
teachings of the Lutheran Church. For more on this, refer to the Worship card, located in each pew rack.
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and proper that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to

You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, because Your mercy attends us all our days.
Graciously You provide for all our wants of body and soul. As we live in Advent hope we are
assured of the abiding presence of Christ, our King, in our lives and days. Therefore with
angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, forevermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS “Holy, Holy, Holy” Tune: LSB 507
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Text: Gregory J. Wismar. Tune: John B. Dykes, 1823-76. Text: © 1991 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative
Worship License no. 110002464. Tune: Public domain

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

THE PEACE OF THE LORD John 20:19

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
P The table is prepared. Welcome to the Lord’s table.
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AGNUS DEI John 1:29

DISTRIBUTION (please be seated)

SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION
“The Gifts Christ Freely Gives” LSB 602
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5 The gifts are in the feast,
Gifts far more than we see;

Beneath the bread and wine
Is food from Calvary.

The body and the blood
Remove our ev’ry sin;

We leave His presence in
His peace, renewed again.

6 All glory to the One
Who lavishes such love;

The triune God in love
Assures our life above.

His means of grace for us
Are gifts He loves to give;

All thanks and praise for His
Great love by which we live!

Text: Richard C. Resch, 1947. Tune: Charles J. Dale, 1842–1912, alt. Text: © 2001 Richard C. Resch. Used by permission: LSB
Hymn License no. 110002464. Tune: Public domain

“Of The Father’s Love Begotten” LSB 384
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Text: Aurelius Prudentius Clemens, 348–c. 413; (sts. 1–4): tr. John Mason Neale, 1818–66, alt.; (st. 5): tr. Henry W. Baker,
1821–77. Tune: Plainsong, 13th cent., mode V. Text and tune: Public domain

“From Heaven Above To Earth I Come” LSB 358
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5 “These are the signs that you shall
mark:
The swaddling clothes and manger dark.
There you will find the infant laid
By whom the heav’ns and earth were
made.”

6 How glad we’ll be to find it so!
Then with the shepherds let us go
To see what God for us has done
In sending us His own dear Son.

7 Come here, my friends, lift up your eyes,
And see what in the manger lies.
Who is this child, so young and fair?
It is the Christ Child lying there.

8 Welcome to earth, O noble Guest,
Through whom the sinful world is blest!
You came to share my misery
That You might share Your joy with me.

9 Ah, Lord, though You created all,
How weak You are, so poor and small,
That You should choose to lay Your head
Where lowly cattle lately fed!

10 Were earth a thousand times as fair
And set with gold and jewels rare,
It would be far too poor and small
A cradle for the Lord of all.

11 Instead of soft and silken stuff
You have but hay and straw so rough
On which as King, so rich and great,
To be enthroned in royal state.

12 And so it pleases You to see
This simple truth revealed to me:
That worldly honor, wealth, and might
Are weak and worthless in Your sight.

13 Ah, dearest Jesus, holy Child,
Prepare a bed, soft, undefiled,
A quiet chamber set apart
For You to dwell within my heart.

14 My heart for very joy must leap;
My lips no more can silence keep.
I, too, must sing with joyful tongue
That sweetest ancient cradlesong:

15 Glory to God in highest heav’n,
Who unto us His Son has giv’n!
While angels sing with pious mirth
A glad new year to all the earth.

Text: Martin Luther, 1483–1546; tr. Catherine
Winkworth, 1827–78, alt. Tune: Geistliche lieder,
Leipzig, 1539, ed. Valten Schumann.
Text and tune: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray.

Blessed are You, heavenly Father and King eternal, for You have once again fed and
nourished us at Your Table through the body and blood of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord.
Strengthen us through this gracious Meal that we may live joyfully and daily show forth Your
love through acts of mercy. Support us in this life and bring us at last to the unending feast in
Your eternal kingdom, where You live and reign with the Son and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.

C Amen.
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BENEDICAMUS
P Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26

P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “Go Tell It On The Mountain” LSB 388

Text (sts. 1–3): John W. Work II, 1873–1925, alt. Text (ref) and tune: African American spiritual. Text and tune: Public domain

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

☩   ☩   ☩
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SERVING in the LORD’S HOUSE
Pastor Rev. Aaron B. Chittick

Administrative Assist. Laura Oswood Organist Kay Kaepp
Treasurer Donna Hobday Altar Guild Liz Donbrock

Interpreter for the Deaf Mary Smith Banners Gail Green

Today - December 11 Wednesday - December 14 Next Sunday - December 18
Acolyte Kaydence S - Lorelai C

Assistant Ron Patch - Rick Taden
Ushers Jason Moore

Carl Hunker
- Kevin Luckert

Christopher Mobley
Reader Donna Hines Chris Donbrock Kelsey Sobeski
Sound Jimmy Powell - Chayse Moore

Candles - - Daniel Tucker
Elizabeth Tucker

Counters Jacque Osborn
Liz Donbrock

Kelsey Sobeski
Kira Grant

Kelsey Sobeski
Kira Grant

Cookies Christmas Party - Powell Family

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are dedicated to the glory of God in remembrance of my beloved
Dan and the wonderful life we shared together. ~ Kay Kaepp

ATTENDANCE December 4 Worship: 9am-71, 11:30am-20. Sunday School: Adults-17, Kids-11.

OFFERINGS December 4 (Includes Direct Payments): General Fund-$4,591; Youth-$7;
Thanksgiving-$65; Donation for Hosting Craft Show-$200; FFF Fund-$40 ($20 memorial for Jan
Dimmick, $20 memorial for Carol Heffelfinger; Total-$4,903.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Cancer patients: Sheila Eberts; Rob Eickmann;

Elke; Lois Howe; Janet; Kim; Ruben Pineda;
Alan Walters.

Family & Friends: Cheryl Downs; Debbie
Jenner; Fred Jenner; Harriet Jenner; Jim;
Elfriede Kuemmerle; Makayla; Megan
Mobley; Monica; Doreen Robinson; Shea;

Rev. Paul Spira; Bill Tunison; Zoe.
Shut-ins: Gwen Huff; Myrt Ruse-Obed; Mary

Osbon; Bea Richardson.
Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske;

Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl; Joe Meyer;
Logan Ostrander; Ryan Schlueter; Heath
Taner; Chelsea Terrones; Arie Vinceguerra.

SUNDAY SCHOOL for ALL AGES 10:30am Check out the bulletin board to see all of the
opportunities for everyone to find the right class.

16



ANNOUNCEMENTS Please have all announcements to the office by 8:30am, Wednesdays.

No Sunday School today, December 11.

Christmas Party Today in the Fellowship. Join
us for cookies, coffee, and Christmas chatter
immediately following worship.

LWML Christmas Party and Potluck - all
women are invited! December 13 @ 12pm
● Potluck: bring something yummy to share

for lunch. Table service and coffee will be
provided.

● “Gifts”: If you want, bring $10-15 (or any
amount) and we will split the money
between Jacob’s Well, Beginnings Care for
Life and the Co-Op at the Seminary.

Advent Wednesdays December 14, 21
5:30pm - Supper (free will donations to cover

cost of food, extra will go to the Youth)
6:15pm - Worship “This Is My Son”

Advent Soup & Sandwich Suppers Help Sign
up on the bulletin board to host or bring food.

Angel Tree Tags Please be sure to attach the
tag to your wrapped gift(s) and return them to
the church by December 11. Contact Cheryl
Downs with questions.

"Detroit: The City Of Churches” A 2-hour
documentary talking about the many
churches in Detroit and featuring Historic
Trinity (a congregation of the LCMS) will begin
broadcasting on PBS on December 12. You
don't want to miss it!

Poinsettia Sale, $14 each.
❖ Purchase ticket(s) now for poinsettias

from Ruth Patch or the church office.
❖ Take your ticket(s) to Neitzert’s

Greenhouse starting November 25.
❖ Take your pick of color options available

when you get there to see them in person.

Christmas Eve Worship
3:00pm In-Person
7:00pm In-Person and on Facebook Live
10:00pm Singing & Readings In-Person

Office Hours: Mon-Thurs 8am-3:30pm, Friday
8am-12pm. (May be closed 12-1 for lunch.)

THIS WEEK at ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday 12/11 9:00am

10:15am
Worship - Children’s Christmas Play
Christmas Party

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise
indicated, Scripture quotations are from
the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English
Standard Version®), copyright © 2001 by
Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good
News Publishers. Used by permission. All
rights reserved. Created by Lutheran
Service Builder © 2021 Concordia
Publishing House. CCLI  #3065936.
Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish,
Series A, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2022
Concordia Publishing House. All rights
reserved. Used by permission.

Monday 12/12 7:00pm Council Meeting
Tuesday 12/13 12:00pm LWML Christmas Potluck
Wednesday 12/14 9:00am

5:30pm
6:15pm

Staff Meeting
Supper
Advent Worship

Saturday 12/17 9:00am Men’s Bible Study
Sunday 12/18 9:00am

10:30am
11:30am

Worship
Sunday School - Adults
Worship - Interpreted for the Deaf
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