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AS WE GATHER
Are you prepared for heaven? Admittedly, this is an odd question when we are celebrating
Jesus’ birth. Yet, Jesus was born to die to save His people from their sins. As Simeon held the
Christ Child, he couldn’t help but say, “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace,
according to Your word,” while also telling Mary, “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall
and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed.” That opposition eventually brought
about His death on a cross. Yet, Jesus was born to die and rise to life again so that all who
believe in Him might live! That is the best Christmas gift ever.

WELCOME
We’re glad you’re here! All in attendance in the sanctuary are asked to please complete the
Connect card located in the pew rack and they will be collected along with prayer cards, during
the Sermon Hymn. Also, please read the statement concerning the reception of the Lord’s
Supper found on the Worship card.

PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME TO WORSHIP

ORDER of WORSHIP
Kay Kaepp

ANNOUNCEMENTS
CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN “Now Sing We, Now Rejoice”

LSB 386

Text and tune: Public domain

PREPARATION (please stand)
INVOCATION ☩ The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P Our help is in the name of the LORD,
C who made heaven and earth.

Psalm 124:8; 130:3, adapt.

P
C

If You, O LORD, kept a record of sins, O Lord, who could stand?
But with You there is forgiveness; therefore You are feared.

P
C

Let us confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are sinful and unclean. We have taken for granted
the free gift of salvation You give us through Jesus. Help us to focus on the reason for the
season, the birth of Your Son. Forgive us, O God, and let us depart in peace, according to
Your Word, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus, who came to save us from our sins.

P

Receive the free gift that Jesus offers: the forgiveness of sins. As a called and ordained
servant of our newborn King, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the
☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Thank You, Jesus! Amen.

C

SERVICE of the WORD
INTROIT
“Joy To The World”

LSB 387; Psalm 98:1–4; Isaiah 52:10
LSB 387 st. 1

Text and tune: Public domain

P
C

Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things!
His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.

2

“Joy To The World”

LSB 387 st. 2

Text and tune: Public domain

P
C

The LORD has made known His salvation;
He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.

P
C

He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.

“Joy To The World”

LSB 387 st. 3
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Text and tune: Public domain

P
C

The LORD has bared His holy arm before the eyes of all the nations,
and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God.

“Joy To The World”

LSB 387 st. 4

Text and tune: Public domain

P Oh sing to the LORD a new song, for He has done marvelous things!
C Make a joyful noise to the LORD, all the earth; break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
KYRIE
P In peace, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P
C
P
C

For the peace of our newborn King, which is beyond our understanding, let us pray to the
Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
For our salvation from Christ, the Prince of Peace, for the proclamation of the Gospel and
the calling of all to faith, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.
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P

For the Holy Christian Church, for we have seen Your salvation that You have prepared in the
presence of all peoples, let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen. (please be seated)
HYMN OF PRAISE
9:00AM - “Even So Come”
Praise Team
1 All of creation all of the earth
Make straight a highway a path for the Lord
Jesus is coming soon
2

Call back the sinner wake up the saint
Let ev'ry nation shout of Your fame
Jesus is coming soon

Chorus 1
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Like a bride waiting for her groom
We'll be a Church ready for You
Ev'ry heart longing for our King we sing
Even so come Lord Jesus come
Even so come Lord Jesus come

There will be justice all will be new
Your name forever faithful and true
Jesus is coming soon

Bridge So we wait we wait for You
God we wait You're coming soon
So we wait we wait for You
God we wait You're coming soon
Chorus 2

Like a bride waiting for her groom
We'll be a Church ready for You
Ev'ry heart longing for our King we sing
Like a bride waiting for her groom
We'll be a Church ready for You
Ev'ry heart longing for our King we sing
Even so come Lord Jesus come
Even so come Lord Jesus come

Bridge God we wait we wait for You, God we wait You're coming soon
Ending God we wait we wait for You
Yes we wait You're coming soon
God we wait You're coming soon oh
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11:30AM - “Gloria in Excelsis”

Luke 2:14; John 1:29

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
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P

Let us pray.
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your
Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in
Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
OLD TESTAMENT READING
Exodus 13:1–3a, 11–15
The LORD said to Moses, “Consecrate to me
you will not redeem it you shall break its neck.
all the firstborn. Whatever is the first to open
Every firstborn of man among your sons you
the womb among the people of Israel, both of
shall redeem. And when in time to come your
man and of beast, is mine.”
son asks you, ‘What does this mean?’ you
Then Moses said to the people,
shall say to him, ‘By a strong hand the LORD
“Remember this day in which you came out
brought us out of Egypt, from the house of
from Egypt, out of the house of slavery, for by
slavery. For when Pharaoh stubbornly refused
a strong hand the LORD brought you out from
to let us go, the LORD killed all the firstborn in
this place. . . .
the land of Egypt, both the firstborn of man
“When the LORD brings you into the land of
and the firstborn of animals. Therefore I
the Canaanites, as he swore to you and your
sacrifice to the LORD all the males that first
fathers, and shall give it to you, you shall set
open the womb, but all the firstborn of my
apart to the LORD all that first opens the
sons I redeem.’”
womb. All the firstborn of your animals that
A This is the Word of the Lord.
are males shall be the LORD’s. Every firstborn of
C Thanks be to God.
a donkey you shall redeem with a lamb, or if
EPISTLE
Colossians 3:12–17
Put on then, as God’s chosen ones, holy
And be thankful. Let the word of Christ dwell
and beloved, compassion, kindness, humility,
in you richly, teaching and admonishing one
meekness, and patience, bearing with one
another in all wisdom, singing psalms and
another and, if one has a complaint against
hymns and spiritual songs, with thankfulness
another, forgiving each other; as the Lord has
in your hearts to God. And whatever you do,
forgiven you, so you also must forgive. And
in word or deed, do everything in the name of
above all these put on love, which binds
the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the
everything together in perfect harmony. And
Father through him.
let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to
A This is the Word of the Lord.
which indeed you were called in one body.
C Thanks be to God.
ALLELUIA AND VERSE (please stand)
9:00AM - “Alleluia”
Praise Team
Alleluia. Alleluia. Allelu, alleluia.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Allelu, allelu, alleluia.

7

Spoken Verse: My eyes have seen Your salvation; a light for revelation to the Gentiles,
and for glory to Your people Israel. Luke 2:30–32
Alleluia. Alleluia. Allelu, alleluia.
Alleluia. Alleluia. Allelu, allelu, alleluia.
11:30AM - “Common Alleluia and Verse”

John 6:68

HOLY GOSPEL
Luke 2:22–40
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
P
C

When the time came for their purification according to the Law of Moses, they brought Him
up to Jerusalem to present Him to the Lord
(as it is written in the Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens the womb shall be
called holy to the Lord”)

P
C

and to offer a sacrifice according to what is said in the Law of the Lord,
“a pair of turtledoves, or two young pigeons.”

P

Now there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name was Simeon, and this man was righteous
and devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it
had been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that he would not see death before he had seen
the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit into the temple, and when the parents brought in
the child Jesus, to do for Him according to the custom of the Law, he took Him up in his arms
and blessed God and said,

MEN “Lord, now You are letting Your servant depart in peace, according to Your word; for my
eyes have seen Your salvation that You have prepared in the presence of all peoples, a
light for revelation to the Gentiles, and for glory to Your people Israel.”
P

And His father and His mother marveled at what was said about Him. And Simeon blessed
them and said to Mary His mother,

MEN “Behold, this child is appointed for the fall and rising of many in Israel, and for a sign that
is opposed (and a sword will pierce through your own soul also), so that thoughts from
many hearts may be revealed.”
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WOMEN And there was a prophetess, Anna, the daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher.
She was advanced in years, having lived with her husband seven years from when
she was a virgin, and then as a widow until she was eighty-four. She did not
depart from the temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer night and day. And
coming up at that very hour she began to give thanks to God and to speak of Him
to all who were waiting for the redemption of Jerusalem.
P

And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they returned
into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. And the child grew and became strong, filled
with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon Him.

P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.
APOSTLES’ CREED
found inside the back cover of LSB
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
9

who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ☩ of the world to come. Amen. (please be seated)
9:00AM - CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests. Those present may fill out a Prayer card. Those
worshiping online may post in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all capital letters, followed by your request.
Our volunteers will gather them to be offered up during the Prayer of the Church.

SERMON HYMN “What Child Is This”

LSB 370

Text and
tune: Public
domain
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SERMON
OFFERING
OFFERTORY (please stand)

Kay Kaepp
Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Let us pray for the whole people of God
and all people according to their needs.
Wonderful Counselor, we praise and
thank You for guiding us with the Word of
Christ, which dwells richly in us. Bless all
pastors and teachers of Your Word, that
they teach and admonish Your people
with all of Your wisdom so that whatever
we do, in word or deed, we do it in the
name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to
God the Father through Him. O God of our
salvation,

C

hear our prayer.

P

Mighty God, You created this world and
everything in it through Your powerful
Word and still take care of it. Continue to
watch over and work through all who lead
and serve our nation, state, and local
communities. Lead and guide all first
responders and members of the military
as they carry out their duties to protect
and serve. O God of our salvation,
hear our prayer.

C
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P

C

Everlasting Father, You are gracious and
compassionate, slow to anger and
abounding in steadfast love. We ask for
Your encouragement, healing, and care
for all who are struggling with their
health, [especially . . .]. Heal the broken
hearts of those who grieve the loss of
those close to them. O God of our
salvation,
hear our prayer.

P

C
P

C

Prince of Peace, we praise and thank You
for the peace we have in You. Empower us
and all of your missionary people to
embrace the opportunities You give us to
share the gift of Your redemption. O God
of our salvation,
hear our prayer.
We trust, O Lord, in Your great mercy to
hear and answer us; through Jesus Christ,
our newborn King.
Amen.

the SACRAMENT
We welcome to the table of the Lord’s Supper all those who believe and confess alongside this family the
teachings of the Lutheran Church. For more on this, refer to the Worship card, located in each pew rack.
PREFACE
2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God, for the gift of peace that flows freely
through Your Son, who left His heavenly throne to become the firstborn of Mary. He would
die once for all for the sins of the world before rising to life again. Because of His perfect life,
death, and resurrection, You clothe us with Christ in our Baptism and nourish us through His
Word and this Sacrament of His body and blood. Therefore with angels and archangels and
with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising
You and saying:
SANCTUS
Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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LORD’S PRAYER
Matthew 6:9–13
P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
John 20:19
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
P The table is prepared. Welcome to the Lord’s table.
AGNUS DEI
John 1:29
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DISTRIBUTION (please be seated)
9:00AM - SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION
“Our King Has Come”
Intro Oh oh oh

Praise Team
3. Praise praise His holy Name
Jesus our Emmanuel Messiah
Prince of Peace

1. Come come rejoice this day
Come and see the promised One
The love of God displayed

Bridge For the Lord has done great things
For the Lord has done great things
Oh how my soul will sing
For the Lord has done great things
For the Lord has done great things

2. Sing sing the angel's song
Join in singing Holy is the Lord
Our God who saves
Chorus 1

Let all the earth rejoice
Let all the earth rejoice
Oh let us adore
Christ the Lord
Christ the Lord

Chorus 2

“It Came Upon A Midnight Clear”
1 It came upon the midnight clear,
That glorious song of old,
From angels bending near the earth
To touch their harps of gold:
“Peace on the earth, goodwill to all,
From heav’n’s all-gracious king.”
The world in solemn stillness lay
To hear the angels sing.
2

Praise the Holy One
Christ our King has come
Oh let us adore
Christ the Lord
Christ the Lord

Praise Team
Above its sad and lowly plains
They bend on hov’ring wing,
And ever o’er its babel sounds
The blessèd angels sing.
3

Still through the cloven skies they come
With peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heav’nly music floats
O’er all the weary world.
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All you, beneath your heavy load,
By care and guilt bent low,
Who toil along a dreary way
With painful steps and slow:
Look up, for golden is the hour,
Come swiftly on the wing,
The Prince was born to bring you peace;
Of Him the angels sing.

4

For lo, the days have come to pass
By prophets seen of old,
When down into the circling years
Came Christ as was foretold.

His word of peace shall to the earth
God’s ancient promise bring,
And all who take this gift will hear
The song the angels sing. Text: Public domain

“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”

LSB 621

Text and tune: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
Psalm 106:1b
P Give thanks to the Lord, for He is good.
C His steadfast love endures forever.
P Let us pray.
We thank You, our newborn King, for You have given us the bread of heaven and the cup of
salvation. Let Your Word and this Meal dwell within us richly, empowering us to live lives as
15

Your chosen ones—lives lived with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, and patience
as we bear with one another in love and forgive others as You forgive us; for You live and
reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICTION
Numbers 6:24–26
P The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C Amen.
CLOSING HYMN “O Lord, We Praise Thee”
LSB 617
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Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002464

DISMISSAL
P Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!
☩ ☩ ☩
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021
Concordia Publishing House. CCLI #3065936. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

SERVING in the LORD’S HOUSE
Pastor
Administrative Assist.
Preschool Teacher
Preschool Helper
Interpreter for the Deaf
Banners

Acolyte
Assistant
Ushers
Reader
Sound
Candles
Counters
Cookies

Rev. Aaron B. Chittick
Laura Oswood
Lisa Dove
Jenni Dixon
Mary Smith
Gail Green
Today - December 26
Ellie A
Rick Taden
Loren Green
Larry Parks
Barb Vainner
Jason Moore
Ron Patch
Jason Moore
Kelsey Sobeski
Powell Family
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Organist Kay Kaepp
Praise Team Lisa Dove
Karin Kennedy
Treasurer Donna Hobday
Altar Guild Liz Donbrock
Jan. Altar Guild Marnie Wood
Next Sunday - January 2
Kaydence S
Chris Donbrock
Chris Donbrock
Carl Hunker
Ed Lake
Jimmy Powell
Chris Mobley
Steve Oswood

ATTENDANCE December 15: Wednesday Advent Worship-25; December 19: Worship 9am-54,
11:30am-10; Sunday School: Adults-11.

OFFERINGS December 19 (Includes Direct Payments): General Fund-$8,660; Advent-$90;
Youth-$95; Endowment Fund-$150; LWML Mites-$50; Total-$9,045. December Mites-$139.46.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Cancer patients: Christine Barry; Ann Bauer;
Sheila Eberts; Rob Eickmann; Elke; Rev.
David Gruenhagen; Richard Hampton;
Janet; Merv Jarratt; Grace Lindemann;
Lorraine; MaryJane; Al Miller; Adian Motta;
Ruben Pineda; Insa Raymond; John
Sherman; Dixie Vail; Dee Wachlee.
Family & Friends: Anne; Eileen; Graham;
Andrew Heffelfinger; Kathy Heffelfinger;
Debbie Jenner; Harriet Jenner; Jillian; Karl

Luckert; Bea Richardson; Doreen Robinson;
Zoe.
Shut-ins: Carol Heffelfinger; Gwen Huff; Myrt
Ruse-Obed; Mary Osbon; Sally Uhrig.
Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske;
Andrew Hatfield; Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl;
Thomas Lenz; Joe Meyer; Logan Ostrander;
Devan Paugh; Ryan Schlueter; Chelsea
Seegmiller; Heath Taner; Arie Vinceguerra.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Carpet Cleaning is Done Now we need to
move stuff back into the Preschool and
Movement Rooms. If you can lift a few things,
please meet Lisa in the Preschool Room after
worship. It shouldn’t take long. Thank you!
Youth Lock-In December 27 @ 7pm to
December 28 @ 7am, all 6-12 graders are
invited to a lock-in at the church. Bring your
pillow and blanket and we’ll party the night
away with games, food, movies, and more!
Book Club At the request of several members,
we have decided to resume Book Club! Our
first book will be THE ART OF RACING IN THE
RAIN by Garth Stein. This is a heart
wrenching, but deeply funny and ultimately
uplifting story of family, love, loyalty and
hope. Please read the book, then join us in
the meeting room on January 8th at 10:00am.

Interpretation for the Deaf Mary will not be
interpreting December 24 (Christmas Eve),
December 26, or Jan 2. She’ll be back January
9. Have a wonderful Christmas!
Pizza Party Fundraiser January 11, 5-7pm, the
Youth Group will be having a fundraiser in the
fellowship hall. Pizza, salad, breadsticks, and
beverages will be available at not set cost; just
make a donation! Cottage Inn of Coldwater
will match your donations, up to $1,000. This
is a great opportunity to help the Youth Group
get to the 2022 National Youth Gathering.
Thank you so very much to all of the people
that provided us with all the delicious food.
We would also thank you for the many
prayers and thoughtful cards. God bless you
for all that you have done for us!
~ Fred and Harriet
Sunday School for All Ages resumes 1-2-22.
Office Closed December 24-31. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!
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THIS WEEK at ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday 12/26
Monday 12/27
Sunday 1/2

9:00am
11:30am
7:00pm
9:00am
10:30am
11:30am

Worship
Worship - no interpretation for the deaf
Youth Lock-In
Worship - Mites collected
Sunday School for All Ages
Worship - no interpretation for the deaf
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