
the NATIVITY of OUR LORD
December 24, 2021 - 7:00PM

WELCOME
We’re glad you’re here! All in attendance in the sanctuary are asked to please complete the
Connect card located in the pew rack and they will be collected along with prayer cards, during
the Sermon Hymn. Also, please read the statement concerning the reception of the Lord’s
Supper found on the Worship card.



JESUS, THE LIVING NATIVITY
Christmas involves many symbols, from the ornaments on our trees to the gifts we place under
those trees. But today, we do not gather under a symbol or to imagine something. We come to
meet our Lord, who came in flesh from the Virgin Mary by the power of the Holy Spirit—just as
God had promised long ago. This is not a parable, and the manger is no symbol. This is the
truest of truths, and the manger held the real God incarnate, Jesus Christ, our Lord. He has
come to embrace our fallen humanity, to wear our sin on the cross, and to die the death that
sin caused, so that we might share in His divine life—forgiven, restored, and destined for a life
death cannot overcome. Christmas is filled with symbols, but Jesus is the real thing, and His
nativity is where God’s love is incarnate for us and for our salvation. Joy to the world, the Lord
is come!

ORDER of WORSHIP

PRESERVICE MUSIC “Breath Of Heaven (Mary's Song)” Praise Team

1. I have traveled many moonless nights
Cold and weary with a Babe inside
And I wonder what I've done
Holy Father You have come
And chosen me now to carry Your Son

2. I am waiting in a silent prayer
I am frightened by the load I bear
In a world as cold as stone
Must I walk this path alone
Be with me now be with me now

Chorus Breath of Heaven hold me together
Be forever near me
Breath of Heaven
Breath of Heaven lighten my darkness
Pour over me Your holiness
For You are holy
Breath of Heaven

3. Do You wonder as You watch my face
If a wiser one should have had my place
But I offer all I am
For the mercy of Your plan
Help me be strong help me be help me

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
CALL TO WORSHIP
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PREPARATION
HYMN OF INVOCATION “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB 379

Text and tune: Public domain

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 sts. 1, ref, 6

1 O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Son of God appear.

Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

6 O come, Thou Dayspring from on high,
And cheer us by Thy drawing nigh;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.

Refrain

Text: Public domain
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P Let us pray. O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that shines
in all the darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your
light and let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION (please stand)
☩ The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us

from all unrighteousness.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.

P As the Lord has promised, God sent forth His Son to be born of the Virgin Mary to fulfill His
promise and deliver His people from their sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ, He gives
power to become the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit to awaken faith,
sustain them in this faith and fear, and sanctify them in His truth. May the Lord, who has
begun this good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ.

C Amen.

INTROIT Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 9:6

C For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

P Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for He has done marvelous things!
His right hand and His holy arm have worked salvation for Him.
The Lord has made known His salvation;
He has revealed His righteousness in the sight of the nations.
He has remembered His steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel.
All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God.
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth;
break forth into joyous song and sing praises!
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ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son
and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning,
is now, and will be forever. Amen.

C For to us a child is born, to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon His shoulder,
and His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,
Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.

KYRIE
P In peace let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace from above and for our salvation let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of God, and for the unity

of all let us pray to the Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise let us pray to the

Lord.
C Lord, have mercy.
P Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
C Amen.

HYMN OF PRAISE “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380
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Tune and text: Public domain

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.

P Let us pray.
Gracious Father, You promised this day through the prophets. Grant us grace by Your Spirit to
receive the Savior as Your Son in flesh, to rejoice that You have kept Your promise and
delivered to us a Savior from sin and death, and to remember this love in all the days to
come; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen. (please be seated)

OLD TESTAMENT READING Isaiah 9:2–7

A The Old Testament Reading for the Nativity of Our Lord is from Isaiah, the ninth chapter.
The people who walked in darkness

have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness,

on them has light shined.
You have multiplied the nation;

you have increased its joy;
they rejoice before you

as with joy at the harvest,
as they are glad when they divide the spoil.

For the yoke of his burden,
and the staff for his shoulder,
the rod of his oppressor,
you have broken as on the day of Midian.

For every boot of the tramping warrior in battle tumult
and every garment rolled in blood
will be burned as fuel for the fire.

For to us a child is born,
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to us a son is given;
and the government shall be upon his shoulder,

and his name shall be called
Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
Of the increase of his government and of peace

there will be no end,
on the throne of David and over his kingdom,

to establish it and to uphold it
with justice and with righteousness

from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

GRADUAL Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a

A To us a child is born,
C to us a son is given;
A and the government shall be upon His shoulder.
C And His name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,

Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace.
A Sing to the Lord a new song,
C for He has done marvelous things!

EPISTLE Titus 2:11–14

A The Epistle is from Titus, the second chapter.
For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all people, training us to renounce

ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the
present age, waiting for our blessed hope, the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior
Jesus Christ, who gave himself for us to redeem us from all lawlessness and to purify for himself
a people for his own possession who are zealous for good works.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

ALLELUIA AND VERSE (please stand) Praise Team
Alleluia. Alleluia.  Allelu, alleluia.
Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Allelu, allelu, alleluia.

Spoken Verse: The Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen His glory,
glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth. John 1:14

Alleluia. Alleluia.  Allelu, alleluia.
Alleluia.  Alleluia.  Allelu, allelu, alleluia.
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HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:1–20

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should be registered.
This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria. And all went to be
registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from Galilee, from the town of
Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called Bethlehem, because he was of the house
and lineage of David, to be registered with Mary, his betrothed, who was with child. And while
they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave birth to her firstborn son and
wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a manger, because there was no place for them
in the inn.

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock
by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around
them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them, “Fear not, for behold, I bring
you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. For unto you is born this day in the
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby
wrapped in swaddling cloths and lying in a manger.” And suddenly there was with the angel a
multitude of the heavenly host praising God and saying,

“Glory to God in the highest,
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”

When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let
us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which the Lord has made known
to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger.
And when they saw it, they made known the saying that had been told them concerning this
child. And all who heard it wondered at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up
all these things, pondering them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and
praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

APOSTLES’ CREED found inside the back cover of LSB
C I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
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very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life☩ of the world to come. Amen. (please be seated)

HYMN OF THE DAY “What Child Is This” LSB 370
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Text and tune: Public domain

CHILDREN’S MESSAGE

SERMON

OFFERING Kay Kaepp

OFFERTORY (please stand) Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P On this night when the darkness of sin and death are shattered by the dawn of Christ’s light,

let us pray with confidence on behalf of all people who gather in welcome and all people as
they have need.

That we be moved to rejoice in the Lord who has kept His Word and delivered up His own
Son to be our Savior, and that we trust in Him always and proclaim His salvation to the ends
of the earth, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P That the Lord would bless His Church with faithful preachers of this Gospel and faithful
teachers of the faith, and that the Lord would raise up many for church work vocations, for
service on the mission field, and as catechists to those new to the faith, let us pray to the
Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P That the Lord would grant mercy to the nations and deliver us from war and terror and
encourage the leaders and the people to peace, and that the Lord would grant special
blessing to our president, governor, legislators, and magistrates, that with integrity and
wisdom they fulfill the trust we have placed in them, and that we be good citizens and good
neighbors, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P That the Lord would protect and defend those who stand guard over us as police,
firefighters, and emergency medical personnel, and that the Lord bless the men and women
who serve us in the military, far from home and family, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P That the sick be healed, the suffering relieved, the troubled consoled, the dying and the
grieving comforted, and that everyone with any affliction be granted patience in their trials
and hope in the mercy of God, [especially . . ., and those we name in our hearts . . .], let us
pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P That we be prepared to receive the Lord in His body and blood in this Holy Sacrament, and
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that we be blest with unity of faith and harmony in our life together as a church body and as
a congregation, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P That we have faith to acknowledge the Lord’s incarnation, worshiping Him in spirit and in
truth, with voices raised in praise and thanksgiving and with the tithes and offerings of a
grateful heart, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P That we recall the saints who trusted in the Lord in life and died in His peace and favor, and
that we be joined with them where light and life are eternal, in the marriage feast of the
Lamb in His kingdom without end, let us pray to the Lord.

C Lord, have mercy.

P Hear us, Father, for the sake of Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord, in whose name we pray and
for whose merits we plead, by the power of the Holy Spirit, world without end.

C Amen.

the SACRAMENT
We welcome to the table of the Lord’s Supper all those who believe and confess alongside this family the
teachings of the Lutheran Church. For more on this, refer to the Worship card, located in each pew rack.
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
P It is truly good, right, and our duty of faith to offer You thanks and praise, holy Lord, almighty

Father, everlasting God. On this day, we do offer You special praise and thanksgiving that You
have kept the promise You made through the ages and delivered up Your own Son in flesh
and blood of the Virgin Mary to be our Savior and Redeemer. He was born like us in every way
except sin in order to rescue us from the power of sin and from the curse of death, so that,
reunited with You, our heavenly Father, we might sing Your praise to the ends of the earth.
Therefore with angels and archangels, shepherds and Magi, with all the saints who trusted in
Christ and worshiped the glory of His coming in flesh, and with all who herald the birth of
Your Son, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13

P Lord, remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

THE PEACE OF THE LORD John 20:19

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
P The table is prepared. Welcome to the Lord’s table.

AGNUS DEI John 1:29
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DISTRIBUTION (please be seated)

SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION

“How Many Kings” Praise Team
1. Follow the star to a place unexpected.

Would you believe after all we’ve projected, a child in a manger?
Lowly and small, the weakest of all,
Unlikeliest hero wrapped in His mother’s shawl – just a child.
Is this who we’ve waited for?

Chorus Cause how many kings stepped down from their thrones?
How many lords have abandoned their homes?
How many greats have become the least for me?
And how many gods have poured out their hearts,
To romance a world that is torn all apart?
How many fathers gave up their sons for me?

2. Bringing out gifts for the newborn Savior
All that we have, whether costly or meek,
Because we believe.
Gold for His honor and frankincense for His pleasure
And myrrh for the cross he’ll suffer.  Do you believe?
Is this who we’ve waited for? (Chorus)

Ending Only one did that for me…
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“Newborn King” Praise Team
1. We’ve been waiting, our hearts hoping

For a Savior, for our Lord
Now this day, in flesh appearing
Love is here, we wait no more

Chorus Light of the world come to save, come to save us
Heaven rejoices, angels sing
Glory to God in the high, in the highest
We bow before our newborn King

2. Peace on earth and death defeated
Mercy triumphs, grace abounds
Through this child, we find forgiveness
Our salvation here and now

Bridge      Hallelujah, Christ our Savior,
Hope eternal, we will sing
Hallelujah, Christ our Savior,

                  Son of God, our newborn King!  

   
“Angels We Have Heard On High” LSB 368

Text and tune: Public domain
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COLLECT
P Let us pray.

Almighty God, maker of all things, we give You thanks this day for the birth of Your Son to the
Virgin Mary by the Holy Spirit, for His birth in us by faith, and for His presence in this Holy
Sacrament. Grant that the joy, peace, and love we have known during this holy time of
remembering our Savior’s birth may accompany us all our days and that we be kept until the
day when He comes again in His glory to bring to completion all things; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

C Amen.

BENEDICTION Numbers 6:24–26

P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN: “Silent Night, Holy Night” 363 sts. 1–2, 1g

(We will sing verses 1 and 2 in English, then we will sing verse 1 in German.)

Tune and text: Public domain
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DISMISSAL
P Christ the Savior is born. Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

☩  ☩  ☩
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