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AS WE GATHER
Our world is filled with turmoil, strife, contention. Every time it seems that our nation or even
our own lives are at peace, again something disrupts it. Peace is as elusive as a slippery eel.
Today’s Readings point us to the truth that the peace we seek cannot come from the powers of
the world, nor can it come from anything in our own hearts or our spiritual potential. Real
peace comes from what seems like the least promising place: a little town, through the young
Virgin. Peace comes from Bethlehem, from where God comes to us. From God’s Word. From
the Bread of Life in Holy Communion. Real peace comes to us, often beyond our
understanding, through the babe of Bethlehem, Jesus Christ, through whom God made peace
with us by a cross.

WELCOME
We’re glad you’re here! All in attendance in the sanctuary are asked to please complete the
Connect card located in the pew rack and they will be collected along with prayer cards, during
the Sermon Hymn. Also, please read the statement concerning the reception of the Lord’s

Supper found on the Worship card.

http://www.stpaulcoldwater.com


ORDER of WORSHIP

PRESERVICE MUSIC “O Come, O Come Emmanuel” Praise Team, LSB 357

WELCOME TO WORSHIP
ANNOUNCEMENTS

CALL TO WORSHIP

OPENING HYMN “O Little Town Of Bethlehem” LSB 361

Text and tune: Public domain

PREPARATION (please stand)
INVOCATION☩ The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.

P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
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OPENING SENTENCES Luke 1:49–51, 54, adapt.

P The mighty Lord has done great things and holy is His name.
C We thank You, O Lord!

P The Lord’s mercy is for those who fear Him from generation to generation.
C We adore You, O Lord!

P The Lord has shown the strength of His arm.
C We praise You, O Lord!

P The Lord has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy.
C We worship You, O Lord!

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT WREATH
“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB 357 sts. 7, ref

7 O come, Desire of nations, bind
In one the hearts of all mankind;
Bid Thou our sad divisions cease,
And be Thyself our King of Peace.

Refrain Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel
Shall come to thee, O Israel!

Text: Public domain

P Let us pray.
O Lord, let the lighting of these candles signify that You are the light that shines in all the
darkness of our lives. As we wait, watch, hope, and pray, guide us all to reflect Your light and
let it shine; through Jesus Christ, our Lord.

C Amen.

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION Psalm 25:6–7
P Having emerged from the waters of Baptism as God’s new creation in Christ, we confess our

sins to God and one another.

A time of silence is observed.

P We confess to You, O Lord, that we are captive to sin in thought, word, and deed. We have
neither loved You with our whole heart nor loved our neighbors as ourselves.

C Remember Your mercy, O LORD, and Your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
P Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions;
C according to Your steadfast love remember me, for the sake of Your goodness, O LORD!
ALL Forgive us, Lord, for times when love was lost,

And moments when we never thought to care,
For times when we destroy and subdue
The Word the brings Your people close to You
Forgive, forgive, forgive us all our sins

And help us love so newness can begin. Text: © 2015 Stephen M. Fearing. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110002464

P Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
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you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.

SERVICE of the WORD
INTROIT 1 Samuel 2:1b, 2, 5b–7; antiphon: Luke 1:46b–47

P My soul magnifies the Lord,
C and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

P My mouth derides my enemies,
C because I rejoice in Your salvation.

P There is none holy like the LORD;
C there is none besides You; there is no rock like our God.

P The barren has borne seven,
C but she who has many children is forlorn.

P The LORD kills and brings to life;
C He brings down to Sheol and raises up.

P The LORD makes poor and makes rich;
C He brings low and He exalts.

ALL Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P My soul magnifies the Lord,
C and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior.

SALUTATION AND COLLECT OF THE DAY
P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Let us pray.

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your might,
C that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lifted by Your grace and mercy;
P for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen. (please be seated)

OLD TESTAMENT READING Micah 5:2–5a

But you, O Bethlehem Ephrathah,
who are too little to be among the clans of Judah,

from you shall come forth for me
one who is to be ruler in Israel,

whose origin is from of old,
from ancient days.

Therefore he shall give them up until the time
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when she who is in labor has given birth;
then the rest of his brothers shall return

to the people of Israel.
And he shall stand and shepherd his flock in the strength of the LORD,

in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they shall dwell secure, for now he shall be great

to the ends of the earth.
And he shall be their peace.

A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

EPISTLE Hebrews 10:5–10

When Christ came into the world, he said,

“Sacrifices and offerings you have not desired,
but a body have you prepared for me;

in burnt offerings and sin offerings
you have taken no pleasure.

Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come to do your will, O God,
as it is written of me in the scroll of the book.’”

When he said above, “You have neither desired nor taken pleasure in sacrifices and offerings and
burnt offerings and sin offerings” (these are offered according to the law), then he added,
“Behold, I have come to do your will.” He abolishes the first in order to establish the second. And
by that will we have been sanctified through the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.
A This is the Word of the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

VERSE (please stand) Matthew 1:23a

P Alleluia! Alleluia!
C Alleluia! Alleluia!

P Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son,
C and they shall call His name Immanuel. Alleluia! Alleluia!

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 1:39–45

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the first chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.

In those days Mary arose and went with haste into the hill country, to a town in Judah, and
she entered the house of Zechariah and greeted Elizabeth. And when Elizabeth heard the
greeting of Mary, the baby leaped in her womb. And Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit, and
she exclaimed with a loud cry, “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is the fruit of your
womb! And why is this granted to me that the mother of my Lord should come to me? For
behold, when the sound of your greeting came to my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy.
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And blessed is she who believed that there would be a fulfillment of what was spoken to her
from the Lord.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord.
C Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED found inside the back cover of LSB
C I believe in one God,

the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth

and of all things visible and invisible.

And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures

and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.

And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life☩ of the world to come. Amen. (please be seated)

9:00AM - CHILDREN’S MESSAGE
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During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests. Those present may fill out a Prayer card. Those
worshiping online may post in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all capital letters, followed by your request.
Our volunteers will gather them to be offered up during the Prayer of the Church.

SERMON HYMN “The Angel Gabriel From Heaven Came” Kay Kaepp

1 The angel Gabriel from heaven came,
With wings as drifted snow, with eyes as flame:
“All hail to thee, O lowly maiden Mary,
Most highly favored lady.”

Gloria!

2 “For know a blessèd mother thou shalt be,
All generations laud and honor thee;
Thy son shall be Emmanuel, by seers foretold,
Most highly favored lady.”

Gloria!

3 Then gentle Mary meekly bowed her head;
“To me be as it pleaseth God,” she said.
“My soul shall laud and magnify God’s holy name.”
Most highly favored lady,

Gloria!

4 Of her, Emmanuel, the Christ, was born
In Bethlehem all on a Christmas morn,
And Christian folk throughout the world will ever say:
“Most highly favored lady.”

Gloria! Text: Public domain. CCLI  #3065936.

SERMON

OFFERING

SONG DURING OFFERING “My Soul Magnifies The Lord” Praise Team
1 Good news of great joy

For ev'ry woman ev'ry man
This will be a sign to you
A baby born in Bethlehem
Come and worship; do not be afraid

2 A company of angels
Glory in the highest
And on the earth a peace among
Those on whom His favor rests
Come and worship; do not be afraid

Chorus My soul my soul magnifies the Lord
My soul magnifies the Lord
He has done great things for me
Great things for me

3 Unto you a child is born
Unto us a Son is giv'n
Let ev'ry heart prepare His throne
Let ev'ry nation under Heav'n
Come and worship; do not be afraid
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OFFERTORY (please stand) Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P As we prepare our hearts and minds for

Christ’s coming, we turn to the Lord in
prayer.

A brief time of silence may be observed.

P O Wisdom from on high, lead us by Your
Spirit to rejoice in all that You have done
to demonstrate Your love for us. Move the
leaders, pastors, teachers, and all the
people of our Synod to rejoice in the Lord
always. We pray,

C hear us, coming Lord.

P O Desire of nations, bless the leaders of
nations, our president and Congress, our

governors and local leaders. Move all
leaders to cease envy and boastfulness,
injustice and corruption. Guide our
leaders to be honorable people who do
not neglect the poor and who strive
toward the flourishing of all human
beings. Bless those who serve in our
armed forces and lift up refugees and all
victims of war. Bring peace between us
and our enemies and let Your peace reign
over this broken world. We pray,

C hear us, coming Lord.

P O Dayspring from on high, come to the aid
of all who are in need. As You humbly
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entered this world as a vulnerable baby,
help all of us humbly to enter the lives of
those who are sick, facing surgery, or
dying, to offer comfort and hope,
[especially . . .]. Bring healing according to
Your will and peace to those whose
suffering endures. Thank You for the work
of doctors, nurses, and other medical
professionals who work toward healing
and restoration of wholeness. Guide
scientists searching for cures for diseases
that bring suffering to the world that their
work might lead to healing for many. We
pray,

C hear us, coming Lord.
P O Key of David, let Your joy, forgiveness,

and peace flow freely in and among the
families of this congregation. Empower
parents and grandparents to love their
children and children to love their
parents. Watch over all who travel and
comfort families who are separated by
many miles. Guide families to be places
where Your love is demonstrated to
strangers as well as to friends. We pray,

C hear us, coming Lord.

P O Lord of might, help us to see in the

miracles of Jesus a sign pointing forward
to that Day when He will come again in
great glory to restore all creation. Help us
to be instruments by which our
wandering world may come to see Jesus
as the one who alone brings true joy into
our lives. We pray,

C Hear us, coming Lord.

P O Immanuel, You deliver Your people even
from the grip of death. Comfort those
who mourn and use us to express the
hope that comes from trusting in You.
Bring us to be with them on that great day
to come, and until that day give us grace
to endure life’s difficulties, while also
abiding in Your love. We pray,

C hear us, coming Lord.

P Father in heaven, thank You for sending
Your Song for our salvation. Give us eyes
to see the symbols of Christmas that point
su tot the Savior. Fill us with Your Spirit, so
that we may joyfully proclaim the Good
News of Jesus’ birth to all those around
us. In His name, we pray.

C Amen.

the SACRAMENT
We welcome to the table of the Lord’s Supper all those who believe and confess alongside this family the
teachings of the Lutheran Church. For more on this, refer to the Worship card, located in each pew rack.
PREFACE 2 Timothy 4:22; [Colossians 3:1]; [Psalm 136]

P The Lord be with you.
C And also with you.
P Lift up your hearts.
C We lift them to the Lord.
P Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
C It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
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P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who, born of
the Virgin Mary in the little town of Bethlehem brought peace and joy into this tumultuous
world by His preaching, miracles, death, and resurrection. Therefore with angels and
archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name,
evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9

THE WORDS OF OUR LORD Matt 26:26-28; Mark 14:22-24, Luke 22:19-20; 1 Cor. 11:23-25

PROCLAMATION OF CHRIST
P As often as we eat this bread and drink this cup, we proclaim the Lord’s death until He

comes.
C Amen. Come, Lord Jesus.

P O Lord Jesus Christ, only Son of the Father, in giving us Your body and blood to eat and to
drink, You lead us to remember and confess Your holy cross and passion, Your blessed death,
Your rest in the tomb, Your resurrection from the dead, Your ascension into heaven, and Your
coming for the final judgment. So remember us in Your kingdom and teach us to pray:

LORD’S PRAYER Matthew 6:9–13

C Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,

Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

THE PEACE OF THE LORD John 20:19

P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
P The table is prepared. Welcome to the Lord’s table.

AGNUS DEI John 1:29

DISTRIBUTION (please be seated)

9:00AM - SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION
“Joy To The World (Unspeakable Joy)” Praise Team
1. Joy to the world the Lord is come

Let earth receive her King
Let ev'ry heart prepare Him room
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and nature sing
And heaven and heaven and nature sing

2. Joy to the world the Savior reigns
Let all their songs employ
While fields and floods rocks hills and
plains
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat the sounding joy
Repeat repeat the sounding joy
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Chorus Joy unspeakable joy
An overflowing well
No tongue can tell
Joy unspeakable joy
It rises in my soul
Never lets me go

3. He rules the world with truth and grace
And makes the nations prove
The glories of His righteousness
And wonders of His love
And wonders of His love
And wonders wonders of His love

“When Peace, Like A River” LSB 763

Text and tune: Public domain

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray.

Thank You, Lord, for the peace that comes to us through Christ’s body and blood. Help us
leave this Table so filled with Your peace that it overflows to our homes, our church, and our
community; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

C Amen.
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BENEDICTION Luke 1:54–55; Numbers 6:24–26

P The Lord has helped His servant Israel, in remembrance of His mercy, as He spoke to our
fathers, to Abraham and to his offspring forever.

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.

C Amen.

CLOSING HYMN “What Child Is This” LSB 370

Text and tune: Public domain
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DISMISSAL
P Go in peace and serve the Lord.
C Thanks be to God!

☩  ☩  ☩

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright ©
2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2021
Concordia Publishing House. CCLI  #3065936. Creative Worship for the Lutheran Parish, Series C, Quarter 1. Copyright © 2021 Concordia Publishing
House. All rights reserved. Used by permission.

SERVING in the LORD’S HOUSE
Pastor Rev. Aaron B. Chittick

Administrative Assist. Laura Oswood Organist Kay Kaepp
Preschool Teacher
Preschool Helper

Lisa Dove
Jenni Dixon

Praise Team Lisa Dove
Karin Kennedy

Interpreter for the Deaf Mary Smith Treasurer Donna Hobday
Banners Gail Green Altar Guild Liz Donbrock

Today - December 19 Next Sunday - December 26
Acolyte Kaydence S Ellie A

Assistant Chris Donbrock Rick Taden
Ushers Aaron Garn

Jimmy Powell
Loren Green
Larry Parks

Reader Kelsey Sobeski Barb Vainner
Sound Chris Donbrock Jason Moore

Candles - Ron Patch
Counters Rick Taden

Suzanne Dayton
Jason Moore
Kelsey Sobeski

Cookies Powell Family

Christmas Eve 3:00pm Christmas Eve 7:00pm Christmas Eve 10:00pm
Acolyte Isabella S Megan M Scherer

Assistant Merle Donbrock Loren Green Ron Patch
Ushers Rick Taden

Bill Tunison
Paul Dove
Sara Mobley

Jason Moore
Kevin Luckert

Reader Chris Donbrock Donna Hines Tim Meyer
Sound Jimmy Powell Chayse Moore Aaron Garn

Candles Daniel Tucker
Elizabeth Tucker

- -

Counters Jason Moore
Kelsey Sobeski

Jason Moore
Kelsey Sobeski

Jason Moore
Kelsey Sobeski
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FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are dedicated to the glory of God in loving memory of Don Pipe, by
his family.

ATTENDANCE December 8: Wednesday Advent Worship-29; December 12: Worship 9am-76.

OFFERINGS December 12 (Includes Direct Payments): General Fund-$2,517; Advent-$350;
Youth-$45; Endowment Fund-$4,000; Memorials for Cheryl Rosch-$55 (Endowment Fund);
Total-$7,242.

IN OUR PRAYERS
Cancer patients: Christine Barry; Ann Bauer;

Sheila Eberts; Rob Eickmann; Elke; Rev.
David Gruenhagen; Richard Hampton;
Janet; Merv Jarratt; Grace Lindemann;
Lorraine; MaryJane; Al Miller; Adian Motta;
Ruben Pineda; Insa Raymond; John
Sherman; Dixie Vail; Dee Wachlee.

Family & Friends: Anne; Eileen; Graham;
Debbie Jenner; Harriet Jenner; Karl Luckert;

Bea Richardson; Doreen Robinson; Zoe.
Shut-ins: Carol Heffelfinger; Gwen Huff; Myrt

Ruse-Obed; Mary Osbon; Sally Uhrig.
Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske;

Andrew Hatfield; Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl;
Thomas Lenz; Joe Meyer; Logan Ostrander;
Devan Paugh; Ryan Schlueter; Chelsea
Seegmiller; Heath Taner; Arie Vinceguerra.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Christmas Carols, Cookies & Cocoa
Wednesday, December 22 we will meet in the
Fellowship Hall for cookies & cocoa while we
sing some of your favorite Christmas carols.
Join us and bring a friend!

All Christmas Eve Worship Services will
include Holy Communion. Check out all of the
options for worshiping the Newborn King.

3:00pm
7:00pm (in-person and on Facebook)
10:00pm - Readings & Singing

Youth Lock-In December 27 @ 7pm to
December 28 @ 7am, all 6-12 graders are
invited to a lock-in at the church. Bring your
pillow and blanket and we’ll party the night
away with games, food, movies, and more!

Interpretation for the Deaf Mary will not be
interpreting December 24 (Christmas Eve),
December 26, or Jan 2. She’ll be back January
9. Have a wonderful Christmas!

Sunday School for All Ages resumes 1-2-22.

Office Closed December 24-31. Merry
Christmas and Happy New Year!
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THIS WEEK at ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday 12/19 9:00am

10:30am
11:30am

Worship
Adult Sunday School - Symbols of Salvation
Worship - Interpreted for the Deaf

Monday 12/20 8:30am
9:00pm

Newsletter Deadline
Preschool Carpet Cleaning

Wednesday 12/22 9:00am
6:15pm

Staff Meeting
Carols, Cookies & Cocoa

Friday 12/24 3:00pm
7:00pm

10:00pm

Christmas Eve Worship - Holy Communion
Christmas Eve Worship - Holy Communion
Readings & Singing - Holy Communion

Sunday 12/19 9:00am
11:30am

Worship
Worship - No Interpretation for the Deaf
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