
 

The Connec on special update December 2, 2020 
St. Paul Lutheran Church    A Congrega on of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod 
Sonshine Kids Preschool  

95 W. State Street  
Coldwater, MI  49036  

278-8061 
www.stpaulcoldwater.com  

Preschool Staff 
Lisa Dove, Director/Teacher 
Jenni Dixon, Helper 
 
 

Sunday Schedule: Dec 6 
9:00am Worship, on Facebook Live 
9:45am  Adult Sunday School (Zoom ) 
10:30am Bible Story Time on Facebook - Young kids and families 
 

Sunday Schedule: Dec 13 
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday at all Worship Services. 

9:00am Worship, in person and on Facebook Live 
10:30am  Adult Sunday School (Zoom & Limited In-person) 
 Sunday School 4th-12th graders (In-person) 
 Bible Story Time on Facebook - Young kids and families 
11:30am Worship, in person, interpreted for the deaf 

Church Staff 
Rev. Aaron B. Chittick                                      

pastorchittick@stpaulcoldwater.com 
Reneé Taden, Church Secretary                

churchoffice@stpaulcoldwater.com           
Laura Oswood, Administrative Assistant 
 lauraoswood@stpaulcoldwater.com   
Donna Hobday, Treasurer                                                                     

treasurer@stpaulcoldwater.com 
 
 

Office Hours: Closed Until Dec. 10   
Monday thru Friday 8:00am-3:30pm.  
May be closed 12:00-1:00pm for lunch. 

As I write this (on November 20), I have one 
half day left of parent-teacher confer-
ences. This is a time every year that I treas-
ure. The preparation includes stopping and fo-
cusing on each child, one at a time, noting their 
strengths and differences. I also set goals for 
them and me. I even come up with Indian 
names for the three year old class that seem to 
fit them perfectly. If I were to name myself, I 
would be called, "Loves the Babies." I do love 
these sweet children of God and am thankful 
for the opportunity and responsibility I have in 
their upbringing. 

November has bright us 100% indoors 
now. As much as we loved our outdoor school, 
it was time to head in for many good rea-
sons. The kids, Miss Jenni, and I have adjust-
ed to our new routines that come with this 
change in venue.   

Please keep our students, their families, and 
us in your prayers for protection from ill-
ness. Covid has touched several of our families 
already. They have been very diligent in keep-
ing me informed and properly quarantining as 
necessary.  I am grateful for their caution. 

We are gearing up for the month of Decem-
ber and all of the Christmas fun that brings 
each year.   
Thank you, 
Miss Lisa and Missl Jenni 

Sonshine Kids Preschool  

Six Little Pilgrims 
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Greetings in the name of Christ, 

I pray that God would bless you as we begin another church year. Advent marks the be-
ginning of the festival season, and serves to remind us of the promises God keeps. He 
promised us a savior, and sent His own Son to save us from our sins. That is why His 
name is Jesus, which means “God Saves”. 

I want to offer you encouragement as we enter into the cold and dark season of winter 
as well. It might seem a lot easier to skip the Christmas decorations this year, especially if 
you have had to cancel plans for family and friends to come over and enjoy them. But the 
darkness didn’t stop God from sending His light into the world. John:1 says that the dark-

ness tried to overcome the light, but it can’t. God does not allow it. 

So dig up that decoration box and set up those manger scenes. Join me in pointing to the true light of the world, 
even if only to remind yourself that God has promise never to leave you or forsake you, and God always keeps his 
promises. 

Happy Advent! 

Pastor Aaron 

From the Pastor 

 
Advent 2020 

 
 

The Jesse Tree Is The Jesus Tree! 
“There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of          
Jesse, and a branch from his roots shall bear fruit.”  

(Isaiah 11:1) 
 

This Advent, we gather in the name of Jesus and         
consider His great story anew. The Jesse Tree is filled 

with symbols telling the story of Jesus from creation to 
His second coming. The story of the Bible, Old and New 
Testaments alike, is the story of Jesus. He is the Seed of 
Jesse’s tree. His is the Root of Jesse’s tree. He is the Life 

of Jess’s tree. And He is the Firstfruit of Jesse’s tree.  

Advent is Here! 
We have devotion books. If you would like one 
mailed to you, please contact the church office. 

Pastor will be using these for his weekday Facebook 
devotions. 

Advent Midweek Worship 
Join us at 7:00pm on Facebook Live to sing 
some Christmas songs together and hear a   

devotion from Pastor Aaron.  

We plan to worship in-person, as well as on  
Facebook, on December 16. 

December 2: MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 1 Every earthly 
tree has a beginning—a moment of planting and 
life. The tree of Jesse is no different. There was a 

beginning as God created Adam from the dust and 
formed Eve from Adam. But sin and death came to 

that tree—a destruction that could only be re-
versed when the Creator of the tree would Himself 
become the Seed of new life in the midst of death.  

December 9: MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 2 In a broken 
world, the word of the Lord had come to a man we 
know as Abraham. That which was promised at the 

fall (Genesis 3) was renewed through a promise 
that Abraham’s son Isaac would bear the promised 
Seed. But Abraham was put into a position where 
he had to trust the giver of the promise. Through 
Isaac would come Jesse, and through Jesse would 

come hope and joy and life.  

December 16: MIDWEEK OF ADVENT 3 In the dark-
est time for Israel, as the oppressive Roman Empire 
seemed to block all light, the tree of Jesse was not 
to be seen. Gone was the glory of David and Solo-
mon. But the true life of that tree had come into 
the world—the Seed of the woman and the ulti-

mate sacrifice for all of humanity. There stood the 
Life of Jesse’s tree before John the Baptist, and all 

righteousness was fulfilled.  
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Sing  
Sing this hymn or read 
the words aloud. 

 

Read  
* Isaiah 40:1–11 

* Psalm 85 

* 2 Peter 3:8–14 

* Mark 1:1–8 

December 6 - Second Sunday in Advent 

INTROIT     Psalm 80:1, 8a, 9b, 7; an phon: v. 3 
Restore us, O God; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
Give ear, O Shepherd of Israel,  
 you who lead Joseph like a flock! 
You who are enthroned upon the cherubim,  
 shine forth. 
You brought a vine out of Egypt; 
 it took deep root and filled the land. 
Restore us, O God of hosts; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son  
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Restore us, O God; 
 let your face shine, that we may be saved!  

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of 
Your only-begotten Son, that by His coming we may be 
enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the 
same Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.   
 

GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you.  

VERSE OF THE DAY Luke 3:4b, 6 
Alleluia. Prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths 
straight; all flesh shall see the salvation of God. Alleluia. 

“O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL” LSB 379  

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 
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December 13 - Third Sunday In Advent 

Sing  
Sing this hymn or 
read the words aloud. 

 

Read  
*  Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

* Psalm 126 

* 1 Thess.5:16–24 

* John 1:6–8, 19–28 

INTROIT     Psalm 85:8–9, 12–13; an phon: v. 7 
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 
 and grant us your salvation. 
Let me hear what God the Lord will speak, 
 for he will speak peace to his people, to his saints; but 
 let them not turn back to folly. 
Surely his salvation is near to those who fear him, 
 that glory may dwell in our land. 
Yes, the Lord will give what is good, 
 and our land will yield its increase. 
Righteousness will go before him 
 and make his footsteps a way. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Show us your steadfast love, O Lord, 
 and grant us your salvation.  

 
 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY 

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers 
and to lighten the darkness of our hearts by Your gra-
cious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.  
  

GRADUAL Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 

Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you.  
 

VERSE OF THE DAY Ma hew 11:10b 
Alleluia. Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way before you. Alleluia. 

“HARK! THE HERALD ANGELS SING” LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune and text: Public domain 
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We just want to thank 
Pastor and St. Paul for 
being so friendly. We 
really feel like we're a 
part of a great commu-
nity. We're excited to 
grow with the church 
and develop relation-
ships all around. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Richards Family 

Everett Richards was baptized on November 7.  We rejoice with Everett and his parents, Zack and Kara.  

When Pastor Aaron walked into the church building November 15, 
before 7:00am, he was greeted with a surprise. It was Pastor 
Appreciation Sunday! We had planned to be together, but 
since things are always changing, we ran with it. Donna Hobday used 
a remote controlled vehicle to deliver a thumb drive with the video 

Chayse made from our                           
individual messages to Pastor.  



The deadline for the next issue of    
The Connection is December 14.  

 

Please have all items submitted by 8:30am. Thank you.  
 

Submissions may be made in writing or send an email:  
lauraoswood@stpaulcoldwater.com 

We were able to pack                              
150 shoeboxes this year for  
Operation Christmas Child. 150               
children around the world will            
receive a Christmas gift and hear 
the Good News of Jesus’ Love and 

Salvation because of you. Thank you for your generous 
contributions throughout the year!   
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HOLIDAY BASKET Gathering 
 
Once again the St Paul Family LET OUR LIGHT SHINE through the generous 
donations to the Branch Area Food Pantry. Pastor delivered 3 tubs of 
food to the Pantry on Monday the 16th. The distribution is scheduled for Saturday the 
21st. THANK YOU for your  compassion for the less fortunate in our community.!!! 

 DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
2 Keitha Post 
6 Tristan Karl 
9 Ron Meyer 
9 Yvette Schlueter 
12 Amey Scherer 
14 Cheryl Rosch 
15 Judy McCurley 
16 Nickole DeNio 
17 Sandy Scholfield 
21 Quinn Cook 
21 Jan Dimmick 
23 Hunter Powell 
25 Carol Heffelfinger  
25 Raetta Mirgain 
26 Ashley Powell 
27 Harriet Jenner 
29 Mark Dalchow 
29 Dianne Pavka 

 DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 
26 Bill & Sharon Chinery 
28 Chris & Lisa Mobley 

 DECEMBER BAPTISMS 
 Kayla Dove  

1 Laura Oswood 
2 Andy Howe 
2 Sally Uhrig 
6 Jack Post 
7 Emmi Elkins 
7 Madeline Garn 
7 Max Garn 

10 Lois Howe 
12 Mary Smith 
19 Carl Hunker 
21 Halle Taner 
22 Cheyenne Akers 
22 Jessica Akers 
22 Sydney Akers 
27 Sandy Howe 
29 Betty Kurtz 

Do you want a subscription to Lutheran                 
Witness (LW), the official periodical of The 
Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod?  
Order through the church office and save. Only $11.60 
for a one year subscription, March 2021-February 2022. 
Regular price is $19.00. 

Let the office know by December 10. Send us the 
$11.60 through the mail, or bring it to the church.  

Christmas Decorating 
Postponed until December 16 

As long as we meet in person 
for worship this Wednesday 

evening, we will decorate the 
church for Christmas.  

Can you help? 

7:00pm Worship In-Person and From Home 
10:00pm Candlelight Worship In-Person 
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St.  Paul  Lutheran Church,  LCMS  
Sonshine Kids Preschool 
95 W. State St. 
Coldwater, MI  49036 
 
 

Phone: 517-278-8061 
E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulcoldwater.com 
           pastorchittick@stpaulcoldwater.com 

            
 

Opportunities for Worship 
Sunday Schedule: Dec 6 
9:00am  Worship, on Facebook Live 
9:45am  Adult Sunday School (Zoom ) 
10:30am Bible Story Time on Facebook - Young kids  

 

Sunday Schedule: Dec 13 
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday at all Worship Services. 
9:00am Worship, in person and on Facebook Live 
10:30am  Adult Sunday School (Zoom & Limited In-person) 
 Sunday School 4th-12th graders (In-person) 
 Bible Story Time on Facebook - Young kids and families 
11:30am  Worship, in person, interpreted for the deaf 
 

                       Pastor       Rev. Aaron B. Chittick      
 Preschool Director Lisa Dove 
         Church Secretary Reneé Taden 
 Administrative Assistant Laura Oswood 
 Treasurer Donna Hobday 

www.stpaulcoldwater.com 

 


