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Office Hours: Closed Until Office Pause Ends   

Greetings in the name of Christ, 

The leadership of St. Paul Lutheran Church has been considering our response to the recent 
rise in Covid -19 cases in our community. We are very concerned about gathering together in 
large numbers for the time it takes to conduct service, and doing high risk activities like sing-
ing. It is extremely likely that we would transmit the virus in these circumstances, even with 
masks and distancing. We have also affirmed that we are able to participate in worship with 
our current online live streaming. The Word of God is enough to sustain us through difficult 
times, and we are still able to have that. 

That being said, we also know that there are benefits to gathering together. The question we have been asking is: 
when do the benefits of gathering together outweigh the risks? We have decided that for Christmas Eve, they do. We 
will be gathering together for two services on Christmas Eve, one at 3:00p.m. and the other at 7:00p.m. They will 
both be the same, and the purpose of having multiple services is to spread out attendance to mitigate risk. There will 
be communion offered at both services. The 7:00p.m. service will be streamed on Facebook as well. 

I want to assure you that there is nothing wrong with worshiping from afar. If you are in a high risk category,  interact 
with someone who is, or are feeling sick that day, I urge you to stay at home. Remember that the Wise Men weren’t 
there on Christmas either. 

We will also be continuing to meet virtually on Sundays. The pause was effective in reducing numbers of cases, but 
we are experiencing the spike that came from Thanksgiving, and we will be expecting another, larger spike after 
Christmas. The Elders will continue to meet to reevalu-
ate when we should return to in person gatherings on a 
regular basis, and I will keep you informed.  

Now, more than ever, we look to the coming of Jesus 
Christ with hope and Joy. 

Blessings on your Christmas, 

Pastor Aaron 

From the Pastor 

Sunday Schedule: Dec 20, 27, Jan 3 
9:00am Worship, on Facebook Live 
9:45am Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:30am Bible Story Time on Facebook - Young kids and families 
 

Christmas Eve Schedule: Dec 24 
Holy Communion will be celebrated at both Worship Services. 

3:00pm Worship, in person 
7:00pm Worship, in person and on Facebook Live 
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Sing  
Sing this hymn or read 
the words aloud. 

 

Read  
* 2 Samuel 7:1–11, 16  

* Psalm 89 

* Romans 16:25–27  

* Luke 1:26–38  

December 20 - Fourth Sunday in Advent 
“Angels We Have Heard On High” LSB 368 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

INTROIT  Psalm 19:1, 4c, 5–6; antiphon: Isaiah 45:8a, b 
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; 
 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit. 
The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork. 
 In them he has set a tent for the sun, 
which comes out like a bridegroom leaving his chamber, 
 and, like a strong man, runs its course with joy. 
Its rising is from the end of the heavens, and its circuit to the end of them, 
 and there is nothing hidden from its heat. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
Shower, O heavens, from above, and let the clouds rain down righteousness; 
 let the earth open, that salvation and righteousness may bear fruit. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come and help us by Your 
might, that the sins which weigh us down may be quickly lift-
ed by Your grace and mercy; for You live and reign with the 
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  

VERSE OF THE DAY Ma hew 1:23a 
Alleluia. Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and 
they shall call his name Immanuel. Alleluia. 

GRADUAL   Zechariah 9:9; Psalm 118:26, alt. 
Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion. 
 Shout aloud, O daughter of Jerusalem. 
Behold, your king is coming to you; 
 righteous and having salvation. 
Blessèd is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
 From the house of the Lord we bless you. 
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December 24 - Christmas Eve 

Sing  
Sing this hymn or read 
the words aloud. 

 

Read  
*  Isaiah 7:10-14 

* Psalm 110 

* 1 John 4:7-16 

* Matthew 1:18-25 

INTROIT     Psalm 24:1, 3–5; antiphon: Psalm 2:7 
I will tell of the decree: 
 The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have  
  begotten you.” 
The earth is the Lord’s and the fullness thereof, 
 the world and those who dwell therein. 
Who shall ascend the hill of the Lord? 
 And who shall stand in his holy place? 
He who has clean hands and a pure heart, 
 who does not lift up his soul to what is false and does  
  not swear deceitfully. 
He will receive blessing from the Lord 
 and righteousness from the God of his salvation. 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
I will tell of the decree: 
 The Lord said to me, “You are my Son; today I have  
  begotten you.” 
 
 

 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, You make us glad with the yearly remembrance 
of the birth of Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ. 
Grant that as we joyfully receive Him as our Redeemer, 
we may with sure confidence behold Him when He 
comes to be our Judge; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.  
  

GRADUAL      Isaiah 9:6; Psalm 98:1a 
To us a child is born, to us a son is given; 
 and the government shall be upon his shoulder. 
And his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor,  
  Mighty God, 
 Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. 
Sing to the Lord a new song, 
 for he has done marvelous things! 
 

VERSE OF THE DAY Ma hew 1:21 
Alleluia. She will bear a son, and you shall call his name 
Jesus, for he will save his people from their sins.          
Alleluia. 

“Silent Night, Holy Night”  LSB 363 

 

 

 

 

Tune and text: Public domain 
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Sing  
Sing this hymn or read 
the words aloud. 

 

Read  
* Isaiah 61:10-62:3 

* Psalm 111 

* Galatians 4:4-7 

* Luke 2:22-40 

December 27 - First Sunday After Christmas 

INTROIT     Psalm 98:1–4; antiphon: Isaiah 52:10 
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
Oh sing to the Lord a new song, for he has done marvelous things! 
 His right hand and his holy arm have worked salvation for him. 
The Lord has made known his salvation; 
 he has revealed his righteousness in the sight of the nations. 
He has remembered his steadfast love and faithfulness to the house of Israel. 
 All the ends of the earth have seen the salvation of our God. 
Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the earth; 
 break forth into joyous song and sing praises! 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son 
 and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, 
 is now, and will be forever. Amen. 
The Lord has bared his holy arm before the eyes of all the nations, 
 and all the ends of the earth shall see the salvation of our God. 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY 
O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation of Your Son yet more won-
drously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive in Him who made Himself to be like us; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
Amen.   

“Joy To The World” LSB 387 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

VERSE OF THE DAY Luke 2:30, 32 
Alleluia. My eyes have seen your 
salvation; a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles, and for glory to your 
people Israel. Alleluia. 



 

2020 GOAL 

WooHoo! 

 
We have met our goal 

for 2020. Great job, 
everyone!!!! 

3:00pm Worship In-Person 
7:00pm Worship In-Person and From Home 
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 JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 
2 Isabella Scherer 
3 Lupe Meyer 
7 MaKayla Post 
8 Joe Schlueter  
8 Debbie Taner 
9 Julie Scherer 
12 Katie McCurley 
13 Kay Kaepp 
14 Lorelai Chittick 
15 Keith Bollwahn 
17 Emmett Sobeski 
18 Mindy Garn 
18 Laura Smith    
19 Fred Jenner 
20 Ryan Schlueter  
20 Tyler Scherer 
21 Bob Malcolm 
22 Drew Howe 
22 Scarlett Powell 
23 Ashley Mobley 
24 Jamie Moore 
24 Meagan Lehman 
29 Lindsey Vainner 

The deadline for the next  
issue of    

The Connection is January 4.  
 

Please have all items submitted by 8:30am.               
Thank you.  

 

Submissions may be made in writing or send an 
email:  lauraoswood@stpaulcoldwater.com 

 JANUARY BAPTISMS 
 Emmett Sobeski 

3 Dianne Pavka 
9 Lindsey Vainner 
11 Nancy Holbrook 
17 Keitha Post 
27 Mark Dalchow 

Jan-March  
Donations 

$4,172 

April-June       
Donations 

$3,165 

Memorials 
$1,640 

July-Sept 
Donations 

$3,015 

Chicken 
Dinner 
$2,200 

Endowment 
Gift 

$782.25 

Oct-Nov 
Donations 

$2,009 

100% = $15,000 
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St.  Paul  Lutheran Church,  LCMS  
Sonshine Kids Preschool 
95 W. State St. 
Coldwater, MI  49036 
 
 

Phone: 517-278-8061 
E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulcoldwater.com 
           pastorchittick@stpaulcoldwater.com 

            
 

Opportunities for Worship 
 
Sunday Schedule: Dec 20, 27, Jan 3 

9:00am Worship, on Facebook Live 
9:45am Adult Sunday School (Zoom) 
10:30am Bible Story Time on Facebook - Young kids and families 
 

Christmas Eve Schedule: Dec 24 
Holy Communion will be celebrated at both Worship Services. 

3:00pm Worship, in person 
7:00pm Worship, in person and on Facebook Live 

 

                       Pastor       Rev. Aaron B. Chittick      
 Preschool Director Lisa Dove 
         Church Secretary Reneé Taden 
 Administrative Assistant Laura Oswood 
 Treasurer Donna Hobday 

www.stpaulcoldwater.com 

 


