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AS WE GATHER 
The Epistle for the First Sunday after Christmas brings a one-sentence summary of the              
Christmas message as Paul writes it to the Christians of Galatia. “But when the fullness of time                 
had come, God sent forth His Son” (Galatians 4:4). God knew the exact right time for His                 
beloved Son to come to earth, this sin-filled world. God had a plan for salvation that was                 
carried out faithfully and completely by Jesus. In the days after Christmas, we have the               
opportunity to reflect on the importance of the Christmas message. We have received the              
greatest of all gifts. Through Jesus Christ, we are heirs of God and have an eternal inheritance! 

 

http://www.stpaulcoldwater.com/


 

ORDER of WORSHIP 
PRESERVICE MUSIC Lisa Dove 

WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OPENING HYMN “How Many Kings” Lisa Dove 

1. Follow the star to a place unexpected. 
Would you believe after all we’ve projected, a child in a manger? 
Lowly and small, the weakest of all, 
Unlikeliest hero wrapped in His mother’s shawl – just a child. 
Is this who we’ve waited for? 

 

Chorus Cause how many kings stepped down from their thrones? 
How many lords have abandoned their homes? 
How many greats have become the least for me? 
And how many gods have poured out their hearts, 
To romance a world that is torn all apart? 
How many fathers gave up their sons for me? 

 

2. Bringing out gifts for the newborn Savior 
All that we have, whether costly or meek, 
Because we believe.  
Gold for His honor and frankincense for His pleasure 
And myrrh for the cross he’ll suffer.  Do you believe?  
Is this who we’ve waited for?   (Chorus) 

 

Ending Only one did that for me… 
 

PREPARATION 

INVOCATION ☩  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
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ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become 
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this 
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE of the WORD  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray. O God, our Maker and Redeemer, You wonderfully created us and in the incarnation 

of Your Son yet more wondrously restored our human nature. Grant that we may ever be alive 
in Him who made Himself to be like us; through Jesus Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with 
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 61:10—62:3 
I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 

my soul shall exult in my God, 
for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 

he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 
as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 

and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 
For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 

and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 
so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 

to sprout up before all the nations. 
For Zion’s sake I will not keep silent, 

and for Jerusalem’s sake I will not be quiet, 
until her righteousness goes forth as brightness, 

and her salvation as a burning torch. 
The nations shall see your righteousness, 

and all the kings your glory, 
and you shall be called by a new name 

that the mouth of the LORD will give. 
You shall be a crown of beauty in the hand of the LORD, 

and a royal diadem in the hand of your God. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE Galatians 4:4–7 
When the fullness of time had come, God 

sent forth his Son, born of woman, born 
under the law, to redeem those who were 
under the law, so that we might receive 
adoption as sons. And because you are sons, 
God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our 

hearts, crying, “Abba! Father!” So you are no 
longer a slave, but a son, and if a son, then an 
heir through God. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:22–40 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

When the time came for their purification 
according to the Law of Moses, [Mary and 
Joseph] brought [Jesus] up to Jerusalem to 
present him to the Lord (as it is written in the 
Law of the Lord, “Every male who first opens 
the womb shall be called holy to the Lord”) 
and to offer a sacrifice according to what is 
said in the Law of the Lord, “a pair of 
turtledoves, or two young pigeons.” Now 
there was a man in Jerusalem, whose name 
was Simeon, and this man was righteous and 
devout, waiting for the consolation of Israel, 
and the Holy Spirit was upon him. And it had 
been revealed to him by the Holy Spirit that 
he would not see death before he had seen 
the Lord’s Christ. And he came in the Spirit 
into the temple, and when the parents 
brought in the child Jesus, to do for him 
according to the custom of the Law, he took 
him up in his arms and blessed God and said, 

“Lord, now you are letting your servant 
depart in peace, 

according to your word; 
for my eyes have seen your salvation 

that you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, 
a light for revelation to the Gentiles, 

and for glory to your people Israel.” 

And his father and his mother marveled at 
what was said about him. And Simeon blessed 
them and said to Mary his mother, “Behold, 
this child is appointed for the fall and rising of 
many in Israel, and for a sign that is opposed 
(and a sword will pierce through your own 
soul also), so that thoughts from many hearts 
may be revealed.” 

And there was a prophetess, Anna, the 
daughter of Phanuel, of the tribe of Asher. 
She was advanced in years, having lived with 
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her husband seven years from when she was 
a virgin, and then as a widow until she was 
eighty-four. She did not depart from the 
temple, worshiping with fasting and prayer 
night and day. And coming up at that very 
hour she began to give thanks to God and to 
speak of him to all who were waiting for the 
redemption of Jerusalem. 

And when they had performed everything 
according to the Law of the Lord, they 
returned into Galilee, to their own town of 
Nazareth. And the child grew and became 
strong, filled with wisdom. And the favor of 
God was upon him. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED  
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life ☩ everlasting. Amen. 
 

During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests 
by posting in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all capital letters, 
followed by your request. Our volunteers will gather them to 
be offered up during the Prayer of the Church.  
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SERMON HYMN “Angels From The Realms Of Glory” LSB 367 

 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 
 

SERMON 
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OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God 

in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

  

Brief silence 
  

Eternal Lord God, in the fullness of time, You 
sent forth Your Son, born of a woman, 
born under the Law, to redeem us and 
give us the adoption as Your sons and 
heirs. Hear us, Father, as we call to You in 
His name. Give us grace to rejoice in 
Christ’s blessed incarnation, and grant us 
a glad new year. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

  

P Heavenly Father, from whom all 
fatherhood on earth is named, bless the 
families of all Christians with Your 
promises. Give parents diligence and 
delight in their work, and grant Your favor 
on all children, that they may grow in 
strength and wisdom. Bless all widows, 
orphans and broken families also with 
Your mercy, and give them joy in the 
redemption You have won for us in Christ. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P O worthy Judge, from You proceeds the 
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, 
counsel and might, knowledge and the 
fear of the Lord. Give wisdom to those 
who make, administer and judge our 
laws, that they may serve faithfully in 
their tasks, according to Your good 
pleasure, for the benefit of our people. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 P Gracious Lord, receive our prayers for 

those who suffer from loneliness. 
Comfort them with the sure and certain 
knowledge that they will never be 
forsaken by You. Give them family and 
friends within the household of faith with 
whom they can find loving 
companionship. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Blessed Lord, help the sick and suffering, 
especially those who desire our prayers 

[_____________]. Surround them with 
Your love in Christ and, according to Your 
gracious will, heal them. Comfort all those 
who mourn [especially _____________] 
and fill their hearts with the certain hope 
of the resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
 P Father of lasting peace, show Your mercy 

to those who receive the Lord’s Supper 
this day, that they would behold their 
salvation in the very body and blood of 
Christ given for them and, with St. 
Simeon, be well-prepared to depart in 
peace according to Your Word. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all 
for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

    For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing” LSB 924 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 
 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. CCLI  #3065936. 
 

SERVING in the  LORD’S HOUSE 
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Pastor Rev. Aaron B. Chittick Secretary Reneé Taden 
Administrative Assist. Laura Oswood Organist Kay Kaepp 

Preschool Teacher 
Preschool Helper 

Lisa Dove 
Jenni Dixon 

Praise Team Lisa Dove 
Karin Kennedy 

Interpreter for the Deaf Mary Smith Treasurer Donna Hobday 



 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

Cancer patients: Christine Barry; Ann Bauer; Sheila Eberts; Rob Eickmann; Melvin Gallatin; Rev. 
David Gruenhagen; Richard Hampton; Jackie Harris; Tim Herman; Jake; Lana; Grace 
Lindemann; Lorraine; MaryJane; Adian Motta; Ruben Pineda; Insa Raymond; John Sherman; 
Steve; Tina; Tom; Carol Unroe; Rusty Zimmerman. 

Family & Friends: Anne and Skip; Alice Conrad; Amy Goss; Vic Guenther; Debbie Jenner; Bea 
Richardson; Rick; Doreen Robinson; Rick Taden; Diane Tower; Mike Trusty; Katlyn Walker; 
everyone in isolation or quarantine or treatment for the virus. 

Shut-ins: Carol Heffelfinger; Cheryl Rosch; Sally Uhrig; Carol Unroe. 
Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske; Andrew Hatfield; Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl; 

Thomas Lenz; Joe Meyer; Logan Ostrander; Devan Paugh; Ryan Schlueter; Chelsea 
Seegmiller; Heath Taner; Arie Vinceguerra. 

 

ABUNDANT BLESSINGS  
Offerings—12/18 (Includes Direct Payments thru 12/20)-$7,270; Roof-$1,220; Advent-$165; 
Mask Donations-$1; Misc.-$10; Total-$8,666. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Youth Sunday School Cancelled until further notice. Thank you for being patient and 
understanding during these difficult times. 

Adult Sunday School will meet via Zoom on Sunday mornings. Look for the link in the 
Facebook group St Paul Lutheran Church Worship Supplement, approximately 9:45-10:15am. 

Kids Sunday School: Bible Story Time Check out Pastor’s Sunday School Facebook post for kids 
and families. Watch together and talk about what you see. 

Leave items for the office, treasurer, pastor, etc. on the counter outside of Renee’s office. 

Office Closed: The church office will be open Monday December 28 & Tuesday December 29. 

Worship from Home on December 27 @ 9am and January 3 @ 9am. There will not be 
In-person worship on those days. Thank you for being patient with all of the changes. Stay safe 
and healthy! 

Offering Envelopes Books of envelopes were put into your mailbox. You can come to the 
office to pick them up, if you did not do so on Christmas Eve. If you do not have a box but 
would like envelopes, please leave a message for the office and we will process your request 
ASAP. Thank you. 

Electronic Giving Everything has been different about 2020 with all of the stay-at-home orders 
and quarantining, but the new year is a great time to begin something new. How about trying 
automatic, electronic offerings? Whatever amount you designate will automatically be paid 
from your bank account to the church. Just contact Donna Hobday by leaving a message at the 
office or sending an email to treasurer@stpaulcoldwater.com Donna’s always ready and 
willing to answer any questions. 
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