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AS WE GATHER 
We hear John the Baptist coming to prepare the way for the Lord, whose earthly birth we are                  
preparing to celebrate and whose coming again on the Last Day is the promise of resurrection                
and eternal life for all who believe. Between our coming to faith and His coming again, we are                  
called to lives of faith that continue to rejoice, to pray, and to give thanks in every                 
circumstance. We can do that because we have come to the light of our salvation and hope of                  
eternal life. Now certainly it’s easier to rejoice, pray, and give thanks when things are going                
well. It’s another thing when we suffer illness or persecution, the reverses, challenges, and              
disappointments of life. Nevertheless, the Spirit of Christ seeks to enable us to do just that—to                
rejoice always, to pray always, and to give thanks to God always in all circumstances. This is                 
holy living, constantly keeping the eyes of faith on the sure and certain Word and promises of                 
God for His people, the God who blesses, keeps, comforts, and strengthens us every day. We                
rejoice with the psalmist, saying, “This is the day that the LORD has made; let us rejoice and be                   
glad in it” (Psalm 118:24). 
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ORDER of WORSHIP 

PRESERVICE MUSIC Lisa Dove 

WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OPENING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB  357 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (sts. 1–2, ref): Public domain 

Text (st. 3): © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110002464 

Tune: Public domain 
 

PREPARATION 

INVOCATION ☩  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become 
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this 
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE of the WORD  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  

Lord Jesus Christ, we implore You to hear our prayers and to lighten the darkness of our 
hearts by Your gracious visitation; for You live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 61:1–4, 8–11 

The Spirit of the Lord GOD is upon me, 
because the LORD has anointed me 

to bring good news to the poor; 
he has sent me to bind up the brokenhearted, 

to proclaim liberty to the captives, 
and the opening of the prison to those who are bound; 

to proclaim the year of the LORD’s favor, 
and the day of vengeance of our God; 
to comfort all who mourn; 

to grant to those who mourn in Zion— 
to give them a beautiful headdress instead of ashes, 

the oil of gladness instead of mourning, 
the garment of praise instead of a faint spirit; 
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that they may be called oaks of righteousness, 
the planting of the LORD, that he may be glorified. 

They shall build up the ancient ruins; 
they shall raise up the former devastations; 

they shall repair the ruined cities, 
the devastations of many generations. . . . 

For I the LORD love justice; 
I hate robbery and wrong; 

I will faithfully give them their recompense, 
and I will make an everlasting covenant with them. 

Their offspring shall be known among the nations, 
and their descendants in the midst of the peoples; 

all who see them shall acknowledge them, 
that they are an offspring the LORD has blessed. 

I will greatly rejoice in the LORD; 
my soul shall exult in my God, 

for he has clothed me with the garments of salvation; 
he has covered me with the robe of righteousness, 

as a bridegroom decks himself like a priest with a beautiful headdress, 
and as a bride adorns herself with her jewels. 

For as the earth brings forth its sprouts, 
and as a garden causes what is sown in it to sprout up, 

so the Lord GOD will cause righteousness and praise 
to sprout up before all the nations. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

EPISTLE 1 Thessalonians 5:16–24 
Rejoice always, pray without ceasing, give thanks in all circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not quench the Spirit. Do not despise prophecies, but test 
everything; hold fast what is good. Abstain from every form of evil. 

Now may the God of peace himself sanctify you completely, and may your whole spirit and 
soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. He who calls you is 
faithful; he will surely do it. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL John 1:6–8, 19–28 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. John, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

There was a man sent from God, whose 
name was John. He came as a witness, to bear 
witness about the light, that all might believe 
through him. He was not the light, but came 
to bear witness about the light. . . . 

This is the testimony of John, when the 
Jews sent priests and Levites from Jerusalem 
to ask him, “Who are you?” He confessed, 
and did not deny, but confessed, “I am not 
the Christ.” And they asked him, “What then? 
Are you Elijah?” He said, “I am not.” “Are you 
the Prophet?” And he answered, “No.” So 
they said to him, “Who are you? We need to 
give an answer to those who sent us. What do 
you say about yourself?” He said, “I am the 
voice of one crying out in the wilderness, 

‘Make straight the way of the Lord,’ as the 
prophet Isaiah said.” 

(Now they had been sent from the 
Pharisees.) They asked him, “Then why are 
you baptizing, if you are neither the Christ, 
nor Elijah, nor the Prophet?” John answered 
them, “I baptize with water, but among you 
stands one you do not know, even he who 
comes after me, the strap of whose sandal I 
am not worthy to untie.” These things took 
place in Bethany across the Jordan, where 
John was baptizing. 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

APOSTLES’ CREED 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth. 
  

And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 
     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
     born of the virgin Mary, 
     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
     was crucified, died and was buried. 
     He descended into hell. 
     The third day He rose again from the dead. 
     He ascended into heaven 
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     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 
  

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the holy Christian Church, 
          the communion of saints, 
     the forgiveness of sins, 
     the resurrection of the body, 
     and the life ☩ everlasting. Amen. 
 

During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests by posting in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all 
capital letters, followed by your request. Our volunteers will gather them to be offered up during the 
Prayer of the Church.  
 

SERMON HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” LSB 380 

 

 

 

 

 

Tune and text: Public domain 
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 SERMON 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God 

in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

  

Brief silence 
  

Show us Your steadfast love, O Lord, and 
grant us Your salvation! Keep Your saints 
from every folly that would turn them 
from Your words of peace. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P You sent John to proclaim the Lamb of 
God who takes away the sin of the world. 
Richly and daily forgive our sins and the 
sins of all believers. Bless Matthew, our 
Synod president; David, our district 
president; Aaron, our circuit visitor; and 
all pastors in Christ. Gather and preserve 
Your Holy Christian Church by Your voice, 
and send us faithful preachers who will 
not deny but confess Your truth. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Dear Father, be the source of strength 
and comfort in every home. Bless the 
children of our families, that every 
darkness would be lightened by Your 
Son’s gracious visitation. Sanctify them 
completely, that their whole spirit, soul 
and body may be kept blameless at the 
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Give wisdom and success to our nation 
and its leaders. Behold in mercy all who 
are in authority over us and those newly 
elected. Preserve our land and its citizens 
in peace and harmony, and protect all 
who serve in harm’s way. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Receive our thanks in every circumstance 
for Your kindness in Christ Jesus and the 

certain hope of the resurrection to 
eternal life with Him. We pray especially 
for _____________. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Give us faith to believe the New 
Testament in Your blood, to seek Your 
Holy Supper for the forgiveness of our 
sins, and to confess Your truth with 
honest hearts in communion with one 
another at this altar today. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, Father, we commend all 
for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 

 
 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
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CLOSING HYMN “Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming” LSB 359 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 
☩  ☩  ☩ 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. CCLI  #3065936. 
 

SERVING in the  LORD’S HOUSE 
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Pastor Rev. Aaron B. Chittick Secretary Reneé Taden 
Administrative Assist. Laura Oswood Organist Kay Kaepp 

Preschool Teacher 
Preschool Helper 

Lisa Dove 
Jenni Dixon 

Praise Team Lisa Dove 
Karin Kennedy 

Interpreter for the Deaf Mary Smith Treasurer Donna Hobday 



 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

Cancer patients: Christine Barry; Ann Bauer; Sheila Eberts; Rob Eickmann; Melvin Gallatin; Rev. 
David Gruenhagen; Richard Hampton; Jackie Harris; Tim Herman; Jake; Lana; Grace 
Lindemann; Lorraine; MaryJane; Adian Motta; Ruben Pineda; Insa Raymond; John Sherman; 
Steve; Tina; Tom; Carol Unroe; Rusty Zimmerman. 

Family & Friends: Alfonso; Anne and Skip; Alice Conrad; Amy Goss; Vic Guenther; Heidi; 
Debbie Jenner; Matthew; Paul; Bea Richardson; Rick; Doreen Robinson; Stephanie Scheidler; 
Rick Taden; Diane Tower; Mike Trusty; Katlyn Walker; everyone in isolation or quarantine or 
treatment for the virus. 

Shut-ins: Carol Heffelfinger; Cheryl Rosch; Sally Uhrig; Carol Unroe. 
Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske; Andrew Hatfield; Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl; 

Thomas Lenz; Joe Meyer; Logan Ostrander; Devan Paugh; Ryan Schlueter; Chelsea 
Seegmiller; Heath Taner; Arie Vinceguerra. 

 

ABUNDANT BLESSINGS  
Offerings—Sunday 11/22-$2,120 (Includes Direct Payment); Roof-$225; Endowment 
Fund-$100; Total-$2,445. 
Offerings—Sunday 11/29-$3,165 (Includes Direct Payment); Roof-$125; Memorials for Anne 
Sennish-$50 for Roof, $50 for Endowment Fund; Thanksgiving & Advent-$275; Total-$3,165. 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR are dedicated to the glory of God in memory of the birthday of 
Clarence Walters. Loved you yesterday, love you still, always have, always will. ~ Elaine 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Youth Sunday School Cancelled until further notice. Thank you for being patient and 
understanding during these difficult times. 

Adult Sunday School will meet via Zoom on Sunday mornings. Look for the link in the 
Facebook group St Paul Lutheran Church Worship Supplement, approximately 9:45-10:15am. 

Kids Sunday School: Bible Story Time Check out Pastor’s Sunday School Facebook post for kids 
and families. Watch together and talk about what you see. 

Leave items for the office, treasurer, pastor, etc. on the counter outside of Renee’s office. 

Office Open: The church office will continue to be closed. Please leave a voicemail or email. 
Call Pastor Aaron with immediate concerns. 

Advent Midweek Worship Wednesday, December 16 @ 7:00pm on Facebook Live. 

Worship from Home on December 13 @ 9am, December 16 @ 7pm, and December 20 @ 
9am. There will not be In-person worship on those days. We will let you know about Christmas 
Eve plans as soon as we get closer. Thank you for being patient with all of the changes. Stay 
safe and healthy! 
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