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AS WE GATHER 
“Let our gladness have no end, alleluia!” (LSB 381:1). “Let our gladness banish sadness All               
throughout creation!” (LSB 371:1). These two songs of the Christmas season remind us that we               
are in glad times as we celebrate the birth of our Lord. This year, because of the way the days                    
of the week fall immediately after Christmas Day, we are blessed by having not one but two                 
Sundays after Christmas! Through the Holy Gospel today, we hear about our Lord Jesus when               
He was a young man—one who increased in wisdom and stature. Jesus was glad to be in God’s                  
house when He was in Jerusalem. Our gladness in these special days is heightened by our being                 
here for worship as we grow in wisdom and in stature by God’s endless grace! 
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ORDER of WORSHIP 
PRESERVICE MUSIC Lisa Dove 

WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OPENING HYMN “Here I Am, Lord” Lisa Dove 

1. “I, the Lord of sea and sky,  
I have heard my people cry.  
All who dwell in deepest sin  
My hand will save.  
I, who made the stars of night,  
I will make their darkness bright.  
Who will bear My light to them?  
Whom shall I send?” 
 

Chorus: Here I am, Lord. Is it I, Lord?  
I have heard You calling in the 

night.  
I will go, Lord, if You lead me.  
I will hold Your people in my heart.

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2. “I, the Lord of snow and rain,  
I have borne my people’s pain.  
I have wept for love of them.  
They turn away.  
I will break their hearts of stone,  
give them hearts for love alone.  
I will speak My Word to them.  
Whom shall I send?”   Chorus 

 

3. “I, the Lord of wind and flame,  
I will tend the poor and lame.  
I will set a feast for them.  
My hand will save.  
Finest bread I will provide  
till their hearts be satisfied.  
I will give My life to them.  
Whom shall I send?”   Chorus 

PREPARATION 

INVOCATION ☩  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  

CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 
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P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become 
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this 
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE of the WORD  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  

Almighty God, You have poured into our hearts the true Light of Your incarnate Word. Grant 
that this Light may shine forth in our lives; through the same Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT 1 Kings 3:4–15 
 The king went to Gibeon to sacrifice there, 

for that was the great high place. Solomon 
used to offer a thousand burnt offerings on 
that altar. At Gibeon the LORD appeared to 
Solomon in a dream by night, and God said, 
“Ask what I shall give you.” And Solomon said, 
“You have shown great and steadfast love to 
your servant David my father, because he 
walked before you in faithfulness, in 
righteousness, and in uprightness of heart 
toward you. And you have kept for him this 
great and steadfast love and have given him a 
son to sit on his throne this day. And now, O 
LORD my God, you have made your servant king 
in place of David my father, although I am but 
a little child. I do not know how to go out or 
come in. And your servant is in the midst of 
your people whom you have chosen, a great 
people, too many to be numbered or counted 
for multitude. Give your servant therefore an 
understanding mind to govern your people, 
that I may discern between good and evil, for 
who is able to govern this your great people?” 

It pleased the Lord that Solomon had asked 
this. And God said to him, “Because you have 
asked this, and have not asked for yourself 
long life or riches or the life of your enemies, 
but have asked for yourself understanding to 
discern what is right, behold, I now do 
according to your word. Behold, I give you a 
wise and discerning mind, so that none like 
you has been before you and none like you 
shall arise after you. I give you also what you 
have not asked, both riches and honor, so that 
no other king shall compare with you, all your 
days. And if you will walk in my ways, keeping 
my statutes and my commandments, as your 
father David walked, then I will lengthen your 
days.” 

And Solomon awoke, and behold, it was a 
dream. Then he came to Jerusalem and stood 
before the ark of the covenant of the LORD, and 
offered up burnt offerings and peace offerings, 
and made a feast for all his servants. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
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EPISTLE Ephesians 1:3–14 
Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord 

Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with 
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places, 
even as he chose us in him before the 
foundation of the world, that we should be holy 
and blameless before him. In love he 
predestined us for adoption as sons through 
Jesus Christ, according to the purpose of his will, 
to the praise of his glorious grace, with which he 
has blessed us in the Beloved. In him we have 
redemption through his blood, the forgiveness 
of our trespasses, according to the riches of his 
grace, which he lavished upon us, in all wisdom 
and insight making known to us the mystery of 
his will, according to his purpose, which he set 
forth in Christ as a plan for the fullness of time, 

to unite all things in him, things in heaven and 
things on earth. 

In him we have obtained an inheritance, 
having been predestined according to the 
purpose of him who works all things according 
to the counsel of his will, so that we who were 
the first to hope in Christ might be to the praise 
of his glory. In him you also, when you heard 
the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, 
and believed in him, were sealed with the 
promised Holy Spirit, who is the guarantee of 
our inheritance until we acquire possession of 
it, to the praise of his glory. 
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Luke 2:40–52 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Luke, the second chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

The child [Jesus] grew and became strong, 
filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was 
upon him. 

Now his parents went to Jerusalem every 
year at the Feast of the Passover. And when he 
was twelve years old, they went up according to 
custom. And when the feast was ended, as they 
were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in 
Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, but 
supposing him to be in the group they went a 
day’s journey, but then they began to search for 

him among their relatives and acquaintances, 
and when they did not find him, they returned 
to Jerusalem, searching for him. After three 
days they found him in the temple, sitting 
among the teachers, listening to them and 
asking them questions. And all who heard him 
were amazed at his understanding and his 
answers. And when his parents saw him, they 
were astonished. And his mother said to him, 
“Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your 
father and I have been searching for you in 
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great distress.” And he said to them, “Why were 
you looking for me? Did you not know that I 
must be in my Father’s house?” And they did 
not understand the saying that he spoke to 
them. And he went down with them and came 
to Nazareth and was submissive to them. And 

his mother treasured up all these things in her 
heart. 

And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature 
and in favor with God and man. 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

NICENE CREED  
C I believe in one God, the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
 

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
 

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life ☩  of the world to come. Amen. 
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During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests by posting in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all 
capital letters, followed by your request. Our volunteers will gather them to be offered up during the 
Prayer of the Church.  
 

SERMON HYMN “Once In Royal David’s City” LSB 376 

 

 

 

 

Text and tune: Public domain 

 

SERMON 
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OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God 

in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 
Heavenly Father, we give You thanks that 
Your Son, the eternal Word, became flesh 
and dwelt among us, full of grace and 
truth. Extend His praise into all the world, 
that many more with us would come to 
hope in His steadfast love. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, Your Son diligently 
heard the Word of God and grew in 

wisdom and stature, submissive to His 
earthly parents and always about Your 
business and in Your house. Keep the 
families of Your Church abiding in Your 
Word, eager to be found among Your 
Word and Sacraments and always 
treasuring Your divine wisdom and favor. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, You have blessed us in 
Christ, Your beloved Son, in whom we 
have redemption through His blood, the 
forgiveness of sins. Preserve Your Church 
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by the preaching of the Gospel of 
salvation and the seal of the promised 
Holy Spirit in Baptism. Raise up among us 
faithful preachers to the praise of Christ’s 
glory, until we acquire the inheritance 
promised us in Him. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, You gave to Your 
servant Solomon unsurpassed wisdom to 
rule Your people Israel, chiefly the 
wisdom that begins in fearing You. Give to 
the leaders and elected officials of our 
nation wisdom for their task to discern 
between good and evil and to govern this 
people in peace and quietness. Be 
gracious to preserve our president and 
president-elect, our governor, and all 
legislators and judges. Lord, in Your 
mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, give patience and 
endurance to all who are sick or in any 
need, [especially ___________,] and heal 

them according to Your will. Receive our 
thanksgiving for every blessing and 
kindness You have shown to Your people. 
Give comfort and hope to all who mourn 
[especially _______]. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, Your Son has won 
redemption through His blood, granting 
the forgiveness of our trespasses. So now 
according to the riches of Your grace, 
receive those who come to Your blessed 
Sacrament this day. Grant worthy 
repentance and confident faith to all who 
commune, united in a sincere confession 
of the faith. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
3 

P All these things and whatever else You 
know that we need, grant us, Father, for 
the sake of Him who died and rose again 
and now lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God forever. 

C Amen. 

 

LORD’S PRAYER (Matthew 6:9–13) 

C Our Father who art in heaven, 
     hallowed be Thy name, 
     Thy kingdom come, 
     Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
     give us this day our daily bread; 

       and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
     and lead us not into temptation, 
     but deliver us from evil. 

    For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 
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P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
CLOSING HYMN “God’s Own Child, I Gladly Say It” LSB 594 
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Text: © 1991 Robert E. Voelker. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002464 

Tune: Public domain 
 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
 

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. CCLI  #3065936. 
 

SERVING in the  LORD’S HOUSE 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

Cancer patients: Christine Barry; Ann Bauer; Sheila Eberts; Rob Eickmann; Melvin Gallatin; Rev. 
David Gruenhagen; Richard Hampton; Jackie Harris; Tim Herman; Jake; Lana; Grace 
Lindemann; Lorraine; MaryJane; Adian Motta; Ruben Pineda; Insa Raymond; John Sherman; 
Steve; Tina; Tom; Carol Unroe; Rusty Zimmerman. 

Family & Friends: Anne and Skip; Vic Guenther; Debbie Jenner; Josh; Melissa Knowles; Bea 
Richardson; Rick; Doreen Robinson; Marian Taden; Diane Tower; Katlyn Walker; everyone in 
isolation or quarantine or treatment for the virus. 

Shut-ins: Carol Heffelfinger; Cheryl Rosch; Sally Uhrig; Carol Unroe. 
Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske; Andrew Hatfield; Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl; 

Thomas Lenz; Joe Meyer; Logan Ostrander; Devan Paugh; Ryan Schlueter; Chelsea 
Seegmiller; Heath Taner; Arie Vinceguerra. 

 

ABUNDANT BLESSINGS  
Offerings—(Direct Payments 12/21 thru 12/27): General Fund-$729; Roof-$40; Christmas 
Eve-$60; Total-$829. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Youth Sunday School Cancelled until further notice. Thank you for being patient and 
understanding during these difficult times. 
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Pastor Rev. Aaron B. Chittick Secretary Reneé Taden 
Administrative Assist. Laura Oswood Organist Kay Kaepp 

Preschool Teacher 
Preschool Helper 

Lisa Dove 
Jenni Dixon 

Praise Team Lisa Dove 
Karin Kennedy 

Interpreter for the Deaf Mary Smith Treasurer Donna Hobday 



 

Adult Sunday School will meet via Zoom on Sunday mornings. Look for the link in the 
Facebook group St Paul Lutheran Church Worship Supplement, approximately 9:45-10:15am. 

Kids Sunday School: Bible Story Time Check out Pastor’s Sunday School Facebook post for kids 
and families. Watch together and talk about what you see. 

Leave items for the office, treasurer, pastor, etc. on the counter outside of Renee’s office. 

Office Open: The church office is now open for regular business hours. M-F 8am-3:30pm (may 
be closed 12-1 for lunch). We still encourage you to do as much business as possible using the 
phone or email. Thank you. 

Worship from Home on January 3 @ 9am. Look for an announcement later this week about 
worship on January 10 and the Sundays following. Worship from Home will continue of 
course, but leadership are discussing in-person worship.  

Offering Envelopes Books of envelopes were put into your mailbox. You can come to the 
office to pick them up. If you do not have a box but would like envelopes, please leave a 
message for the office and we will process your request ASAP. Thank you. 

Electronic Giving Everything has been different about 2020 with all of the stay-at-home orders 
and quarantining, but the new year is a great time to begin something new. How about trying 
automatic, electronic offerings? Whatever amount you designate will automatically be paid 
from your bank account to the church. Just contact Donna Hobday by leaving a message at the 
office or sending an email to treasurer@stpaulcoldwater.com Donna’s always ready and 
willing to answer any questions. 

Newsletter Update The deadline for the next issue is tomorrow, January 4. Have items turned 
in by 8:30am. You can give us a phone call, leave a voicemail if the office isn’t open, or send an 
email to lauraoswood@stpaulcoldwater.com 
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