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AS WE GATHER 
This year, the holy evangelist St. Mark greets us to lead us through a new Church Year. He does                   
not, however, greet us as we might expect. For one thing, he seems to have forgotten all about                  
Christmas! At least Matthew and Luke tell of Mary and Joseph and the baby lying in a manger                  
and of angels and shepherds. But Mark? While Christmas is the earthly “beginning” of the               
Gospel of Jesus Christ, this preacher means that his entire Gospel, the whole biblical story, is                
but “the beginning of the Gospel.” It is as if he means to say that the Baptist’s call to                   
repentance comes to us In Medias Res, that is, in the middle of everything else, in the middle of                   
the biblical story and in the middle of our lives and activities, right now. He is saying, “Stop                  
what you’re doing. Repent again and welcome the Greater One, Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”                
The Christian faith and life is one of continual repentance and faith. Watch and listen as our                 
Lord comes to us again, now, by His Spirit in His Word and Sacraments. 
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ORDER of WORSHIP 

PRESERVICE MUSIC Praise Team 

WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OPENING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB  357 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 3): © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110002464 

Text (sts. 1–2, ref): Public domain 

Tune: Public domain 
 

PREPARATION 

INVOCATION ☩  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become 
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this 
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE of the WORD  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  

Stir up our hearts, O Lord, to make ready the way of Your only-begotten Son, that by His 
coming we may be enabled to serve You with pure minds; through the same Jesus Christ, 
our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 40:1–11 
Comfort, comfort my people, says your God. 

Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, 
and cry to her 

that her warfare is ended, 
that her iniquity is pardoned, 

that she has received from the LORD’s hand 
double for all her sins. 

A voice cries: 
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the LORD; 

make straight in the desert a highway for our God. 
Every valley shall be lifted up, 

and every mountain and hill be made low; 
the uneven ground shall become level, 

 

2 



 

and the rough places a plain. 
And the glory of the LORD shall be revealed, 

and all flesh shall see it together, 
for the mouth of the LORD has spoken.” 

A voice says, “Cry!” 
And I said, “What shall I cry?” 

All flesh is grass, 
and all its beauty is like the flower of the field. 

The grass withers, the flower fades 
when the breath of the LORD blows on it; 
surely the people are grass. 

The grass withers, the flower fades, 
but the word of our God will stand forever. 

Get you up to a high mountain, 
O Zion, herald of good news; 

lift up your voice with strength, 
O Jerusalem, herald of good news; 
lift it up, fear not; 

say to the cities of Judah, 
“Behold your God!” 

Behold, the Lord GOD comes with might, 
and his arm rules for him; 

behold, his reward is with him, 
and his recompense before him. 

He will tend his flock like a shepherd; 
he will gather the lambs in his arms; 

he will carry them in his bosom, 
and gently lead those that are with young. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE 2 Peter 3:8–14 

But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, 
that with the Lord one day is as a thousand 
years, and a thousand years as one day. The 
Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some 
count slowness, but is patient toward you, 
not wishing that any should perish, but that 
all should reach repentance. But the day of 

the Lord will come like a thief, and then the 
heavens will pass away with a roar, and the 
heavenly bodies will be burned up and 
dissolved, and the earth and the works that 
are done on it will be exposed. 

Since all these things are thus to be 
dissolved, what sort of people ought you to 
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be in lives of holiness and godliness, waiting 
for and hastening the coming of the day of 
God, because of which the heavens will be set 
on fire and dissolved, and the heavenly bodies 
will melt as they burn! But according to his 
promise we are waiting for new heavens and 
a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 

Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting 
for these, be diligent to be found by him 
without spot or blemish, and at peace. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 

 

 

 

HOLY GOSPEL Mark 1:1–8 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the first chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, 
the Son of God. 

As it is written in Isaiah the prophet, 

“Behold, I send my messenger before your face, 
who will prepare your way, 

the voice of one crying in the wilderness: 
‘Prepare the way of the Lord, 
make his paths straight,’” 

John appeared, baptizing in the wilderness 
and proclaiming a baptism of repentance for 
the forgiveness of sins. And all the country of 
Judea and all Jerusalem were going out to him 

and were being baptized by him in the river 
Jordan, confessing their sins. Now John was 
clothed with camel’s hair and wore a leather 
belt around his waist and ate locusts and wild 
honey. And he preached, saying, “After me 
comes he who is mightier than I, the strap of 
whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down 
and untie. I have baptized you with water, but 
he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

 
NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
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And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life ☩ of the world to come. Amen. 
 

During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests by posting in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all 
capital letters, followed by your request. Our volunteers will gather them to be offered up during the 
Prayer of the Church.  
 

SERMON HYMN “Joy To The World” 
1 Joy to the world, the Lord is come! 

    Let earth receive her King; 
Let ev’ry heart prepare Him room 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n and nature sing, 
    And heav’n, and heav’n and nature 

sing. 
  

2 Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! 
    Let men their songs employ, 
While fields and floods, rocks, hills, and 

plains 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat the sounding joy, 
    Repeat, repeat the sounding joy. 
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3 No more let sins and sorrows grow 
    Nor thorns infest the ground; 
He comes to make His blessings flow 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as the curse is found, 
    Far as, far as the curse is found. 

  
 
 

4 He rules the world with truth and grace 
    And makes the nations prove 
The glories of His righteousness 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders of His love, 
    And wonders, wonders of His love. 

Text: Public domain 

 SERMON 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole people of God in 

Christ Jesus and for all people according 
to their needs. 

 

Almighty God, we give thanks this day for 
calling us and the whole world to 

repentance and faith by Your holy 
prophets, by Your servant John the 
Baptist, and by Your own Son, whose 
Spirit calls, gathers, and enlightens 
everyone through His mighty Word and 
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Sacraments. Grant that we and all who 
hear His voice remain faithful in the 
fellowship of Your Holy Church. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Continue to give Your blessing, power, 
and grace to Your Church, especially all 
pastors and servants You have called and 
given to guard, feed, and teach Your flock. 
Lord, in your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Give stability to our country, supplying all 
who make, administer, and judge our 
laws with wisdom and goodwill toward all 
people. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Bless the schools of the Church and all 
centers of learning and research that 
those who teach would serve You 
honorably and that our common life be 
conformed to the ways of Your truth. 
Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P By Your Word and Spirit comfort all who 
are in sorrow, need, sickness, or 
adversity, [especially . . .]. Support all who 
suffer persecution for the faith. Have 
mercy on those to whom death draws 
near, [especially . . .]. Give Your tender 
care to all. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Remembering those who have loved and 
served You who now rest from their 
labors, we give You thanks. Keep us in 
fellowship with all Your saints, and bring 
us at last to the joys of Your heavenly 
kingdom. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend all 
for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 
through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 

C Amen. 

 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 
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CLOSING HYMN “O Come, All Ye Faithful” LSB 379 sts. 1, ref, 2–4 

 

 

 

 

 
Text and tune: Public domain 

 
☩  ☩  ☩ 

 
ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard 
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. CCLI  #3065936. 
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SERVING in the  LORD’S HOUSE 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

Cancer patients: Christine Barry; Ann Bauer; Sheila Eberts; Rob Eickmann; Melvin Gallatin; Rev. 
David Gruenhagen; Richard Hampton; Jackie Harris; Tim Herman; Jake; Lana; Grace 
Lindemann; Lorraine; MaryJane; Adian Motta; Ruben Pineda; Insa Raymond; John Sherman; 
Steve; Tina; Tom; Carol Unroe; Rusty Zimmerman. 

Family & Friends: Alfonso; Anne and Skip; Alice Conrad; Amy Goss; Vic Guenther; Heidi; 
Debbie Jenner; Matthew; Paul; Bea Richardson; Rick; Doreen Robinson; Stephanie Scheidler; 
Rick Taden; Diane Tower; Mike Trusty; Katlyn Walker; everyone in isolation or quarantine or 
treatment for the virus. 

Shut-ins: Carol Heffelfinger; Cheryl Rosch; Sally Uhrig; Carol Unroe. 
Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske; Andrew Hatfield; Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl; 

Thomas Lenz; Joe Meyer; Logan Ostrander; Devan Paugh; Ryan Schlueter; Chelsea 
Seegmiller; Heath Taner; Arie Vinceguerra. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Youth Sunday School Cancelled until further notice. Thank you for being patient and 
understanding during these difficult times. 

Adult Sunday School will meet via Zoom on Sunday mornings. Look for the link in the 
Facebook group St Paul Lutheran Church Worship Supplement, approximately 9:45-10:15am. 

Kids Sunday School: Bible Story Time Check out Pastor’s Sunday School Facebook post for kids 
and families. Watch together and talk about what you see. 

Leave items for the office, treasurer, pastor, etc. on the counter outside of Renee’s office. 

Office Closed: Per the recommendations of the Health Department, the church office will be 
closed. We plan on reopening December 10, but that may change if the recommendations 
change. Staff will be checking email regularly and working mostly from home, but will come 
into the office periodically to check voicemail and the regular mail. Please call Pastor Aaron if 
you need something immediately. 

Advent Midweek Worship Wednesday, December 9 @ 7:00pm on Facebook Live. 
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