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AS WE GATHER 
The Church Year begins by taking us to the scene of our Lord’s final entry into Jerusalem that                  
great and holy week. Yes, Christmas is at hand. Surely the preparations for the celebration of                
His incarnation, His earthly birth of the Virgin Mary, are already well under way. But wait a                 
moment. We enter this new year already knowing why He became incarnate of the Holy Spirit                
for us and for our salvation, which is only by way of His passion, death, and resurrection. We                  
begin by continuing to “wait for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ” on the Last Day (1                  
Corinthians 1:7), sustained by Him now in the forgiveness of our sins, guiltless and ready. In                
readiness, we boldly pray that our Lord comes to rescue and save us. 
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ORDER of WORSHIP 

PRESERVICE MUSIC Praise Team 

WELCOME 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
OPENING HYMN “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” LSB  357, v.1-3 

 

 

 

 

 
Text (st. 3): © 2020 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: Creative Worship License no. 110002464 

Text (sts. 1, ref, 2): Public domain 

Tune: Public domain 

 

PREPARATION 

INVOCATION ☩  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 
P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen.  
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CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION 
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us 

from all unrighteousness. 
 

Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition. 
 

P Let us then confess our sins to God our Father. 
C Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned 

against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left 
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as 
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your 
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may 
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen. 

P In the mercy of almighty God, Jesus Christ was given to die for us, and for His sake God 
forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in Jesus Christ He gives the power to become 
the children of God and bestows on them the Holy Spirit. May the Lord, who has begun this 
good work in us, bring it to completion in the day of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

C Amen. 
 

SERVICE of the WORD  
PRAYER OF THE DAY 
P Let us pray.  

Stir up Your power, O Lord, and come, that by Your protection we may be rescued from the 
threatening perils of our sins and saved by Your mighty deliverance; for You live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 

OLD TESTAMENT Isaiah 64:1–9 
Oh that you would rend the heavens and come down, 

that the mountains might quake at your presence— 
as when fire kindles brushwood 
and the fire causes water to boil— 

to make your name known to your adversaries, 
and that the nations might tremble at your presence! 

When you did awesome things that we did not look for, 
you came down, the mountains quaked at your presence. 

From of old no one has heard 
or perceived by the ear, 

no eye has seen a God besides you, 
who acts for those who wait for him. 

You meet him who joyfully works righteousness, 
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those who remember you in your ways. 
Behold, you were angry, and we sinned; 
in our sins we have been a long time, and shall we be saved? 

We have all become like one who is unclean, 
and all our righteous deeds are like a polluted garment. 

We all fade like a leaf, 
and our iniquities, like the wind, take us away. 

There is no one who calls upon your name, 
who rouses himself to take hold of you; 

for you have hidden your face from us, 
and have made us melt in the hand of our iniquities. 

But now, O LORD, you are our Father; 
we are the clay, and you are our potter; 
we are all the work of your hand. 

Be not so terribly angry, O LORD, 
and remember not iniquity forever. 
Behold, please look, we are all your people. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

EPISTLE 1 Corinthians 1:3–9 

Grace to you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. 

I give thanks to my God always for you 
because of the grace of God that was given 
you in Christ Jesus, that in every way you 
were enriched in him in all speech and all 
knowledge—even as the testimony about 
Christ was confirmed among you—so that you 
are not lacking in any spiritual gift, as you wait 

for the revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ, who 
will sustain you to the end, guiltless in the day 
of our Lord Jesus Christ. God is faithful, by 
whom you were called into the fellowship of 
his Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. 

A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE John 6:68 
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HOLY GOSPEL Mark 11:1–10 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. Mark, the eleventh chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

When they drew near to Jerusalem, to 
Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of 
Olives, Jesus sent two of his disciples and said 
to them, “Go into the village in front of you, 
and immediately as you enter it you will find a 
colt tied, on which no one has ever sat. Untie 
it and bring it. If anyone says to you, ‘Why are 
you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has need of it 
and will send it back here immediately.’” And 
they went away and found a colt tied at a 
door outside in the street, and they untied it. 
And some of those standing there said to 
them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 
And they told them what Jesus had said, and 

they let them go. And they brought the colt to 
Jesus and threw their cloaks on it, and he sat 
on it. And many spread their cloaks on the 
road, and others spread leafy branches that 
they had cut from the fields. And those who 
went before and those who followed were 
shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes 
in the name of the Lord! Blessed is the coming 
kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the 
highest!” 

P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ. 

 

NICENE CREED 
C I believe in one God, 
     the Father Almighty, 
     maker of heaven and earth 
          and of all things visible and invisible. 
  

And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 
     the only-begotten Son of God, 
     begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
     God of God, Light of Light, 
     very God of very God, 
     begotten, not made, 
     being of one substance with the Father, 
     by whom all things were made; 
     who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
     and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 
     and was made man; 
     and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 
     He suffered and was buried. 
     And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
          and ascended into heaven 
     and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
     And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead, 
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     whose kingdom will have no end. 
  

And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
     the Lord and giver of life, 
     who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
     who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified, 
     who spoke by the prophets. 
     And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 
     I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
     and I look for the resurrection of the dead 
     and the life ☩ of the world to come. Amen. 
 

During the SERMON HYMN, you may submit prayer requests by posting in the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all 
capital letters, followed by your request. Our volunteers will gather them to be offered up during the 
Prayer of the Church.  
 

SERMON HYMN “Hark! The Herald Angels Sing” 
1 Hark! The herald angels sing, 

“Glory to the newborn King; 
    Peace on earth and mercy mild, 
    God and sinners reconciled!” 
Joyful, all ye nations, rise, 
Join the triumph of the skies; 
With the_angelic host proclaim, 
“Christ is born in Bethlehem!” 

 

refrain Hark! The herald angels sing, 
“Glory to the newborn King!” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

2 Christ, by highest heav’n adored, 
Christ, the everlasting Lord, 
    Late in time behold Him come, 
    Offspring of a virgin’s womb. 
Veiled in flesh the Godhead see, 
Hail the_incarnate Deity! 
Pleased as Man with man to dwell, 
Jesus, our Immanuel! 

 

3 Hail, the heav’n-born Prince of Peace! 
Hail, the Sun of Righteousness! 
    Light and life to all He brings, 
    Ris’n with healing in His wings. 
Mild He lays His glory by, 
Born that man no more may die, 
Born to raise the sons of earth, 
Born to give them second birth. 

Public domain 

SERMON 

OFFERTORY Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19 
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
P Let us pray for the whole Church of God 

in Christ Jesus and for all people 
according to their needs. 

 

Brief silence 
  

To You, O Lord, we lift up our souls and in 
You we put our trust. Do not let us be 
ashamed of our hope but come quickly. 
Sustain us by Your Holy Spirit, that we 
may have joy at the advent of Christ, our 
Savior. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Gracious Lord, enrich Your saints in every 
way as we enter another Church Year. 
Encourage the preachers of Your Word 
and all who hear, that the testimony 
about Christ may be confirmed again 
among us. Give boldness and faithfulness 

to Matthew, our Synod president; David, 
our district president; Aaron, our circuit 
visitor; and all pastors in Christ. As You 
have called us into the fellowship of Your 
Son, so sustain us as we wait for the 
revealing of our Lord Jesus Christ. Lord, in 
Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Heavenly Father, preserve and bless all 
Christian households, that husbands and 
wives would live in love and service to 
each other, that fathers and mothers 
would diligently bring up their children in 
Your fear, and that children would honor 
their parents and be well equipped for 
service to their neighbors in this life. Lord, 
in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
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P Almighty God, be with the governing 
authorities and enable them to preserve 
peace and order in our nation. Hear our 
prayers for Donald, our president; 
Gretchen, our governor; our military and 
police; and other civil servants as well as 
all newly elected officials. Increase a spirit 
of unity and cooperation among the 
people of our land and the nations of the 
world. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Compassionate Lord, behold in mercy all 
who are in any danger, trouble, sickness 
or need. Hear our prayers for the sick and 
suffering [especially _____________]. 
Give health to our world and bring the 
pandemic to an end. Comfort all who 
mourn, [especially _____________,] and 
sustain them with a confident hope in the 
resurrection. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 

P Eternal Lord, as Your Son once entered 
humbly into Jerusalem to cries of 
“Hosanna,” so send Him to us according 
to His promise in the Holy Sacrament, 
that we may eat His body and drink His 
blood in repentance and faith for the 
forgiveness of our sins and in the unity of 
a true confession. Lord, in Your mercy, 

C hear our prayer. 
  

P Into Your hands, Father, we commend all 
for whom we pray, trusting in Your mercy; 
through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, 
who lives and reigns with You and the 
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

C Amen. 
 
 
 
 
 

 

BENEDICTION 
P The Lord bless you and keep you.  

The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to you.  
The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

C Amen. 
P Go in peace and serve the Lord. 

CLOSING HYMN “Go Tell It on the Mountain” 
Refrain Go tell it on the mountain, 

Over the hills and ev’rywhere; 
Go tell it on the mountain 
That Jesus Christ is born! 

 

1 While shepherds kept their watching 
O’er silent flocks by night, 
Behold, throughout the heavens 
There shone a holy light.  Refrain. 

 
 

2 The shepherds feared and trembled 
When lo, above the earth 
Rang out the angel chorus 
That hailed our Savior’s birth.  Refrain. 

 

3 Down in a lonely manger 
The humble Christ was born; 
And God sent us salvation 
That blessèd Christmas morn.  Refrain. 
Public domain 

 

☩  ☩  ☩ 
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SERVING in the  LORD’S HOUSE 

 

IN OUR PRAYERS  

Cancer patients: Christine Barry; Ann Bauer; Sheila Eberts; Rob Eickmann; Melvin Gallatin; Rev. 
David Gruenhagen; Richard Hampton; Jackie Harris; Tim Herman; Jake; Lana; Grace 
Lindemann; Lorraine; MaryJane; Adian Motta; Ruben Pineda; Insa Raymond; John Sherman; 
Steve; Tina; Tom; Carol Unroe; Rusty Zimmerman. 

Family & Friends: Alfonso; Anne and Skip; Alice Conrad; Amy Goss; Vic Guenther; Heidi; Don 
Hoes; Debbie Jenner; Bea Richardson; Rick; Doreen Robinson; Stephanie Scheidler; Rick 
Taden; Diane Tower; Mike Trusty; Katlyn Walker; everyone in isolation or quarantine or 
treatment for the virus. 

Shut-ins: Carol Heffelfinger; Cheryl Rosch; Sally Uhrig; Carol Unroe. 
Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske; Andrew Hatfield; Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl; 

Thomas Lenz; Joe Meyer; Logan Ostrander; Devan Paugh; Ryan Schlueter; Chelsea 
Seegmiller; Heath Taner; Arie Vinceguerra. 

 

ANNOUNCEMENTS  
Youth Sunday School Cancelled until further notice. Thank you for being patient and 
understanding during these difficult times. 

Adult Sunday School will meet via Zoom on Sunday mornings. Look for the link in the 
Facebook group St Paul Lutheran Church Worship Supplement, approximately 9:45-10:15am. 

Kids Sunday School: Bible Story Time Check out Pastor’s Sunday School Facebook post for kids 
and families. Watch together and talk about what you see. 

Leave items for the office, treasurer, pastor, etc. on the counter outside of Renee’s office. 

Office Closed: Per the recommendations of the Health Department, the church office will be 
closed. We plan on reopening December 10, but that may change if the recommendations 
change. Staff will be checking email regularly and working mostly from home, but will come 
into the office periodically to check voicemail and the regular mail. Please call Pastor Aaron if 
you need something immediately. 

Advent Midweek Worship Wednesday, December 2 @ 7:00pm on Facebook Live. 

Decorate for Christmas POSTPONED. We will decorate on December 16. 
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Preschool Teacher 
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Lisa Dove 
Jenni Dixon 

Praise Team Lisa Dove 
Karin Kennedy 

Interpreter for the Deaf Mary Smith Treasurer Donna Hobday 



 

Angel Tree  With Church being closed, here is how that process will work for 2020: 

1) All of the Angel Tags are pinned to the bulletin board between the two sets of doors at the 
church. (The church is closed, no one should be inside unless it is their designated day to 
work.)  Each tag will be inside a plastic baggie, easy to read without touching, until you 
find THE ONE.  Then, unpin it, go shopping online with Amazon Smile or at your local 
store.  

2) Return your gift wrapped with your tag securely attached ONLY on one of these dates:  

   Thursday Dec 3rd, or Friday Dec 4th 11:30-3:00, or Sat December 5th 10:00-12:30.   

Someone will be scheduled during these times to pull the gifts inside as they are delivered, 
or shortly after. If you can't make it one of those days/times, call Donna Hobday to 
arrange a socially distanced pickup. 

3)  If you are saying none of this really works for you this year, but you want to help, we are 
accepting monetary donations as well. Please let Cheryl know ASAP if you are giving 
money instead for a tag.  

Questions, concerns... please call Cheryl Downs 517-677-1754 or Donna Hobday 
517-617-8506. 
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