the TWENTY-FIRST SUNDAY after PENTECOST
October 25, 2020
St. Paul Lutheran Church | 95 W. State St, Coldwater, MI 49036
www.stpaulcoldwater.com | 517-278-8061 | Facebook: @StPaulColdwater

AS WE GATHER
In the Small Catechism, we are reminded that the summary of the first three Commandments,
the First Table, are found in the words of Jesus we hear today: “Love the Lord your God with
all your heart and with all your soul and with all your mind,” and Commandments 4–10, the
Second Table, is like it: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:37, 39). The
summary of all the Commandments is love, as “Love does no wrong to a neighbor; therefore
love is the fulfilling of the law” (Romans 13:10). So often, though, we realize our love for God
and love for others is imperfect and falls short of every command from our holy Lord. Yet,
even in our fallen condition, we are shown and given a perfect love that remains through the
giving of His own Son, our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Claimed as His own and forgiven, we
then live under the grace of His cross and empty tomb, that we are by faith empowered to
love as He has first loved us.

ORDER of WORSHIP

PRESERVICE MUSIC
WELCOME
ANNOUNCEMENTS
OPENING HYMN “We Walk By Faith And Not By Sight”

Kay Kaepp

LSB 720

Tune: © 1984 GIA Publications, Inc. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002464
Text: Public domain

PREPARATION   (please stand)

INVOCATION ☩  The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism.
P In the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION
P If we say we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.
C But if we confess our sins, God, who is faithful and just, will forgive our sins and cleanse us
from all unrighteousness.
Silence for reflection on the Word of God and our sinful condition.
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P
C

P

C

Let us then confess our sins to God our Father.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are by nature sinful and unclean. We have sinned
against You in thought, word, and deed, by what we have done and by what we have left
undone. We have not loved You with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as
ourselves. We justly deserve Your present and eternal punishment. For the sake of Your
Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead us, so that we may
delight in Your will and walk in Your ways to the glory of Your holy name. Amen.
Almighty God in His mercy has given His Son to die for you and for His sake forgives you all
your sins. As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, I therefore forgive
you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the ☩ Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

SERVICE of the WORD

PRAYER OF THE DAY
P Let us pray.
O God, You have commanded us to love You above all things and our neighbors as
ourselves. Grant us the Spirit to think and do what is pleasing in Your sight, that our faith in
You may never waver and our love for one another may not falter; through Jesus Christ,
Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.
C Amen. (please be seated)
OLD TESTAMENT
And the LORD spoke to Moses, saying,
“Speak to all the congregation of the people
of Israel and say to them, You shall be holy,
for I the LORD your God am holy. . . .
“You shall do no injustice in court. You shall
not be partial to the poor or defer to the
great, but in righteousness shall you judge
your neighbor. You shall not go around as a
slanderer among your people, and you shall
not stand up against the life of your neighbor:
I am the LORD.

Leviticus 19:1–2, 15–18

“You shall not hate your brother in your
heart, but you shall reason frankly with your
neighbor, lest you incur sin because of him.
You shall not take vengeance or bear a grudge
against the sons of your own people, but you
shall love your neighbor as yourself: I am the
LORD.”
A
C

EPISTLE
For you yourselves know, brothers, that our
coming to you was not in vain. But though we
had already suffered and been shamefully
treated at Philippi, as you know, we had

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

1 Thessalonians 2:1–13

boldness in our God to declare to you the
gospel of God in the midst of much conflict.
For our appeal does not spring from error or
impurity or any attempt to deceive, but just
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as we have been approved by God to be
entrusted with the gospel, so we speak, not to
please man, but to please God who tests our
hearts. For we never came with words of
flattery, as you know, nor with a pretext for
greed—God is witness. Nor did we seek glory
from people, whether from you or from
others, though we could have made demands
as apostles of Christ. But we were gentle
among you, like a nursing mother taking care
of her own children. So, being affectionately
desirous of you, we were ready to share with
you not only the gospel of God but also our
own selves, because you had become very
dear to us.
For you remember, brothers, our labor and
toil: we worked night and day, that we might
not be a burden to any of you, while we

proclaimed to you the gospel of God. You are
witnesses, and God also, how holy and
righteous and blameless was our conduct
toward you believers. For you know how, like
a father with his children, we exhorted each
one of you and encouraged you and charged
you to walk in a manner worthy of God, who
calls you into his own kingdom and glory.
And we also thank God constantly for this,
that when you received the word of God,
which you heard from us, you accepted it not
as the word of men but as what it really is, the
word of God, which is at work in you
believers.
A
C

COMMON ALLELUIA AND VERSE (please stand)

This is the Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

John 6:68

HOLY GOSPEL
Matthew 22:34–46
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-second chapter.
C Glory to You, O Lord.
When the Pharisees heard that [Jesus] had
commandment. And a second is like it: You
silenced the Sadducees, they gathered
shall love your neighbor as yourself. On these
together. And one of them, a lawyer, asked
two commandments depend all the Law and
him a question to test him. “Teacher, which is
the Prophets.”
the great commandment in the Law?” And he
Now while the Pharisees were gathered
said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God
together, Jesus asked them a question,
with all your heart and with all your soul and
saying, “What do you think about the Christ?
with all your mind. This is the great and first
Whose son is he?” They said to him, “The son
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of David.” He said to them, “How is it then
that David, in the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying,

If then David calls him Lord, how is he his
son?” And no one was able to answer him a
word, nor from that day did anyone dare to
ask him any more questions.

“‘The Lord said to my Lord,
Sit at my right hand,
until I put your enemies under your
feet’?

P
C

This is the Gospel of the Lord.
Praise to You, O Christ.

NICENE CREED
C I believe in one God,
the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth
and of all things visible and invisible.
And in one Lord Jesus Christ,
the only-begotten Son of God,
begotten of His Father before all worlds,
God of God, Light of Light,
very God of very God,
begotten, not made,
being of one substance with the Father,
by whom all things were made;
who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven
and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary
and was made man;
and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered and was buried.
And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures
and ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of the Father.
And He will come again with glory to judge both the living and the dead,
whose kingdom will have no end.
And I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the Lord and giver of life,
who proceeds from the Father and the Son,
who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped and glorified,
who spoke by the prophets.
And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church,
I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins,
and I look for the resurrection of the dead
and the life ☩ of the world to come. Amen. (please be seated)
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Pastor will collect the requests of those physically present immediately prior to the Prayer of the Church.
During the SERMON HYMN, those of you worshiping from home may submit prayer requests by posting in
the chat PRAYER REQUEST in all capital letters, followed by your request. Our volunteers will gather them
to be offered up during the Prayer of the Church.

SERMON HYMN “The Law Of God Is Good And Wise”
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The Law is good; but since the fall
Its holiness condemns us all;
It dooms us for our sin to die
And has no pow’r to justify.
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LSB 579

To Jesus we for refuge flee,
Who from the curse has set us free,
And humbly worship at His throne,
Saved by His grace through faith alone.
Text and tune: Public domain

SERMON
OFFERING Please place your offering in the plate as you leave at the conclusion of worship.
OFFERTORY (please stand)

Psalm 116:12–13, 17–19
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PRAYER OF THE CHURCH
P Having confidence in our justification by
grace through faith and having access to
the Father in Jesus’ name, let us turn our
hearts in prayer on behalf of ourselves,
the Church and all people according to
their needs.

P

Brief silence

C

C

O almighty God, You have shown Your
faithfulness by raising up those in every
generation who call Your Church to
repentance and renewal. Continue to
raise up voices in our own day who herald
the truth of Your Word and proclaim the
faith in purity and truth against all
enemies. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

P

C
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Everlasting Father, You do not desire the
death of the sinner but want all to come
to faith and life in Christ. Raise up faithful
pastors who will preach Your Word
without fail and teach the doctrine
delivered to the saints, that many may
hear and believe. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Merciful Lord, Your Word has been the
light and salvation throughout the ages.
Help us to bring Your grace to those in
darkness, and grant them freedom
through the forgiveness of their sins.
Bless the missionaries serving far and
near and the new congregations they
establish in Your name. Lord, in Your
mercy,
hear our prayer.

P

C
P

C
P

C
P

God of power and might, You have
established governments and the order of
law for the protection of all people and to
preserve the freedom to worship You in
spirit and in truth. Grant to Donald, our
president; Gretchen, our governor; the
Congress of these United States; and the
legislature of our state wisdom, humility
and integrity, that all may enjoy true
justice and the protection of life from its
conception to its natural end. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C
P

Holy and gracious God, Your power is
revealed chiefly in showing mercy to
those in need. Give to the sick healing, to
the troubled peace, to the grieving
comfort and to the dying peace. Hear us
first on behalf of _____________ and
those we name in our hearts before You.
According to Your gracious promise, grant
patience to those in tribulation and trial.
Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, You have given great
gifts to Your people and provided
resources to provide for their own needs
and for the poor. Bless the agencies and
programs of Your Church by which Your
people give aid and support to those in
need. Help us to provide gainful
employment to all people, that they may
enjoy the fruits of their labors and honor
You with the works of their hands. Lord,
in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.

C
P

Gracious God and Father, Your own Son
has set His table among us and gives His

C
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own flesh and blood to be the bread of
heaven that feeds us everlasting life and
the cup of salvation in which our thirst is
satisfied forever. Give us Your Holy Spirit,
that we may commune worthily and in
repentance and faith feast upon His Holy
Sacrament. Bring us at last to that day
when all earthly divisions will cease and
we will be one people before the altar of
the Lord. Until that day, preserve among
us Your Word and Sacraments. Lord, in
Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
O faithful Lord, throughout the ages You
spoke hope through the prophets until
that day when You delivered up Your own
Son to be our Savior and Redeemer. Bless
those who are just learning the Gospel,
and bless us with the desire to know and
keep Your Word. Encourage Your people
to avail themselves of the grace of
confession and absolution so that they
may forgive one another and live in the
unity of the Spirit through the bond of
peace. Lord, in Your mercy,
hear our prayer.
Almighty God and Father, we pray You to
grant us all good things that will benefit
us in body and soul and to prevent
anything harmful to us or to our salvation.
Teach us to live in contentment with Your
will and purpose and in the freedom You
alone supply to serve You with all our
heart, mind, body and soul; all these
things we pray in the name of Jesus
Christ, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.

9:00AM - BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C Amen.
P Go in peace and serve the Lord.
THIS CONCLUDES THE SERVICE OF THE WORD

SERVICE of the SACRAMENT

We welcome to the table of the Lord’s Supper all those who believe and confess alongside this family the
teachings of the Lutheran Church. For more on this, check out The Lord’s Supper section of this document.

P
C
P
C
P
C
P

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give Him thanks and praise.
It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all places give thanks to
You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. Therefore
with angels and archangels and with all the company of heaven we laud and magnify Your
glorious name, evermore praising You and saying:

SANCTUS

Isaiah 6:3; Matthew 21:9
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LORD’S PRAYER
C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. Amen.
THE WORDS OF OUR LORD
THE PEACE OF THE LORD
P The peace of the Lord be with you always.
C Amen.
P The table is prepared. Welcome to the Lord’s table.
AGNUS DEI

John 20:19

John 1:29

DISTRIBUTION  (You may be seated, awaiting instruction)
9:00AM - SONGS DURING DISTRIBUTION
“Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee”

LSB 803
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Tune and text: Public domain

“These Are The Holy Ten Commands”

LSB 581

10

5

“You are to honor and obey
Your father, mother, ev’ry day,
Serve them each way that comes to
hand;
You’ll then live long in the land.”
Have mercy, Lord!
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“Bear no false witness nor defame
Your neighbor nor destroy his name,
But view him in the kindest way;
Speak truth in all that you say.”
Have mercy, Lord!

6

“You shall not murder, hurt, nor hate;
Your anger dare not dominate.
Be kind and patient; help, defend,
And treat your foe as your friend.”
Have mercy, Lord!

10 “You shall not crave your neighbor’s
house
Nor covet money, goods, or spouse.
Pray God He would your neighbor bless
As you yourself wish success.”
Have mercy, Lord!

7

“Be faithful to your marriage vow;
No lust or impure thoughts allow.
Keep all your conduct free from sin
By self-controlled discipline.”
Have mercy, Lord!

11 You have this Law to see therein
That you have not been free from sin
But also that you clearly see
How pure toward God life should be.
Have mercy, Lord!
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“You shall not steal or take away
What others worked for night and day,
But open wide a gen’rous hand
And help the poor in the land.”
Have mercy, Lord!

12 Our works cannot salvation gain;
They merit only endless pain.
Forgive us, Lord! To Christ we flee,
Who pleads for us endlessly.
Have mercy, Lord!
Tune and text: © 2006 Concordia Publishing House; ©
1980 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission:
LSB Hymn License no. 110002464

POST-COMMUNION COLLECT
P Let us pray.
We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through this salutary gift,
and we implore You that of Your mercy You would strengthen us through the same in faith
toward You and in fervent love toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our
Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
BENEDICTION
P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine on you and be gracious to
you. The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace.
C Amen.
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CLOSING HYMN “I Know That My Redeemer Lives”

LSB 461, v. 1-4

Tune and text: Public domain

9:00AM - FAREWELL and GODSPEED to MEMBERS
P Vic & Kay Guenther, and Elaine Walters, in Holy Baptism you became members of the holy
Christian Church, and our Lord’s Word and Sacraments have nourished you in this
congregation. As we bid you farewell and Godspeed, hear the words of the apostle Paul:

P
C
P

C

I thank my God in all my remembrance of you, always in every prayer of mine for you all
making my prayer with joy, because of your partnership in the gospel from the first day
until now. And I am sure of this, that he who began a good work in you will bring it to
completion at the day of Jesus Christ.
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
Lord God, heavenly Father, we give thanks that You have so faithfully nourished our
brother and sisters with us in the communion of this congregation. Bless, protect, and
defend them as they now depart from us. Preserve them in the confession of Your name
and in loving service to others. Keep us in fellowship with all Your saints, and bring us at last
to the joys of Your heavenly kingdom; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives
and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
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P
C

Go in peace and joy. The grace of our ☩ Lord Jesus Christ be with you.
Amen.
☩ ☩ ☩

ACKNOWLEDGMENTS Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard
Version®), copyright © 2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
Created by Lutheran Service Builder © 2018 Concordia Publishing House. CCLI #3065936.

SERVING in the LORD’S HOUSE
Pastor
Administrative Assist.
Preschool Teacher
Preschool Helper
Interpreter for the Deaf

Social Distance Engineer
Reader
Lay Assistant
Counters

Rev. Aaron B. Chittick
Laura Oswood
Lisa Dove
Jenni Dixon
Mary Smith
Today - October 25
Donna Hobday
Chris Donbrock
Paul Meyer
Rick Taden
Kathy Watz

Secretary Reneé Taden
Organist Kay Kaepp
Praise Team Lisa Dove
Karin Kennedy
Treasurer Donna Hobday
Next Sunday - November 1
Bev Beier
Rick Taden
Rick Taden
Jason Moored
Kelsey Watz

IN OUR PRAYERS

Cancer patients: C
 hristine Barry; Ann Bauer; Sheila Eberts; Rob Eickmann; Melvin Gallatin; Rev.
David Gruenhagen; Richard Hampton; Jackie Harris; Tim Herman; Jake; Lana; Grace
Lindemann; Lorraine; MaryJane; Adian Motta; Ruben Pineda; Insa Raymond; John Sherman;
Steve; Tina; Tom; Carol Unroe; Rusty Zimmerman.
Family & Friends: Anne; Alice Conrad; Vic Guenther; Heidi; Debbie Jenner; Bea Richardson;
Rick; Doreen Robinson; Mike Slaughter; Mike Trusty.
Shut-ins: Carol Heffelfinger; Cheryl Rosch; Sally Uhrig; Carol Unroe; Carol Yearling.
Those in military service: Lance Bonkoske; Andrew Hatfield; Jeffrey Kaepp; Tristan Karl;
Thomas Lenz; Joe Meyer; Logan Ostrander; Devan Paugh; Ryan Schlueter; Chelsea
Seegmiller; Heath Taner; Arie Vinceguerra.

ABUNDANT BLESSINGS

Worshippers—
 Sunday 10/18: 9am-60; 11:30am-6. Sunday School: Adults-7; Kids-8.
Offerings—Sunday 10/18-$2,107 (Includes Direct Payment); Roof-$290; Youth-$600; Donation
for Lights on Stained Glass-$500; Total-$3,497.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

Adult Sunday School We are limiting in-person attendance for Sunday School to 15 people.
We ask that you attend on Zoom if possible @ 10:30am.
Youth Sunday School 4-12 graders @ 10:30am.
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Bible Story Time Check out Pastor’s Sunday School Facebook post for kids and families. Watch
together and talk about what you see. A new one will be posted every Sunday.
Leave items for the office, treasurer, pastor, etc. on the counter outside of Renee’s office or at
the Drop-Off Station in the Fellowship Hall.
Office Hours: Monday-Friday, 8am-3:30pm (may be closed for lunch 12-1pm).
Voters’ Meeting TODAY, October 25 at the conclusion of second service, approximately
12:30pm. Members may attend this meeting outdoors or via Zoom. Topics for discussion
include: 2021 Work Program, future worship plans, the New Roof Fund, and more.
Pastor’s Vacation Pastor Aaron will be on vacation October 27 - November 10. Please contact
the church office if you need anything during this time. You can also contact our Head Elder,
Chris Donbrock, or your assigned Elder.
No Adult Sunday School on November 1.
Mites will be collected next Sunday, November 1. Please bring your Mite Box contents, spare
change, or larger donations to be used for missions in Michigan and around the world.

THIS WEEK at ST. PAUL LUTHERAN CHURCH
Sunday 10/25

10/27- 11/10
Saturday 10/31
Sunday 11/1

9:00am
10:30am
11:30am
12:30pm
9:00am
9:00am
10:30am
11:30am

Worship
Sunday School for 4th graders-adults
Worship - Interpreted for the deaf
Voters’ Meeting
Pastor’s Vacation
Men’s Bible Study
Worship - Mites Collected
Sunday School for 4th-12th graders
Worship - Interpreted for the deaf
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THE LORD’S SUPPER
The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence
that, as he says, our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but his very body and
blood to eat and to drink for the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with him and
with one another. Our Lord invites to his table those who trust his words, repent of all sin, and
set aside any refusal to forgive and love as he forgives and loves us, that they may show forth
his death until he comes. A guide for personal examination and reflection can be found on
pages 329-330 of the Lutheran Service Book.
Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great
harm and because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this
altar, any who are not yet instructed, doubt God’s promise in this meal, or who hold a
confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod,
and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with the pastor.
We, therefore, welcome to the table all who believe in the true Body and Blood of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ present in the bread and wine and confess in unity with this family the
teachings of this church. All who are prepared to receive the Sacrament will be instructed to
approach the altar during the Service of the Sacrament.
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