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July 6, 2020

St. Paul Lutheran Church A Congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Sonshine Kids Preschool
Sunday Schedule
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday at all Worship Services.
9:00am Worship Outdoors, in person and on Facebook Live
11:30am Worship Outdoors, in person, interpreted for the deaf

3 students will be Confirmed
Sunday, July 12 @ 9:00am
Nakota Dayton, Madeline Garn, and Chayse Moore
Please celebrate with us in person or online.
CONFIRMATION’S HISTORY
In the early church, when adults were the center of its outreach, the church developed a
“catechumenate.” Though the catechumenate took many forms, the content was a confession of faith, instruction in the Word of God, Baptism, anointing with oil, laying on of hands, and Holy Communion.
In the fifth century, leaders of Western churches began to describe a bishop’s anointing of a priest with oil
and the laying on of hands as a confirmation. Then, the initiation rites of those churches were divided into
three separate parts: Baptism, confirmation, and first Communion. The claim made by the church in the Middle Ages was that the grace of God was given in Baptism for the remission of sins, while anointing of oil and
the laying on of hands in confirmation resulted in a special outpouring of the Holy Spirit who gave strength
for daily living. In 1150, confirmation became one of the seven sacraments of the church.
The Middle Age practice of confirmation became a target of Luther’s Reformation. He was amazed that
the laying on of hands and anointing were called a sacrament, since neither was commanded by Christ nor
ever endorsed as a channel of God’s grace. Luther’s focus was instruction in the Word of God, and he
preached sermons on the key teachings of the Scriptures. He then wrote the Small and Large Catechisms
for parents and pastors.
Today in the LCMS, some 99 percent of the congregations offer the rite of confirmation. The aim remains
the same as the early church’s: to answer Christ’s call to go to the nations and make disciples by baptizing
and teaching. In our society, outreach among children, youth, and their parents presents the best opportunities to connect with the non-connected.

Excerpts from https://blogs.lcms.org/2010/commentary-confirmation-more-than-a-graduation/

PURPOSE OF CONFIRMATION The purpose of confirmation is to help confirmands:
 Personally confess Jesus Christ as their Lord and Savior and take personal ownership in declaring, by
the power of the Holy Spirit, their own allegiance to Christ;
 Eagerly explore the awesomeness of God and the mysteries of faith;
 Identify themselves as members, as a unique and special part of the body of Christ, as Lutheran and
members of a local congregation.
 Regularly participate in public worship and the reception of holy communion, engage in personal and
group Bible study and its application to life, strive to lead God-pleasing lives and offer services to God by
serving others;
 Celebrate the relationships that they have with God as their personal God who loves them graciously,
their pastor and other confirmation staff people, their peers participating in the confirmation process, their
family, and other members of their congregation.
THE RITE OF CONFIRMATION
At the conclusion of confirmation instruction, young persons traditionally make a public profession of their
faith in a public ceremony. The rite of confirmation is a time of celebration for the congregation as it receives
the confession of these young people and affirms and encourages them in the continuation of their faith journey. The congregation should be overflowing with praise to God for the gift of these young people. These
are saints of God marking a significant milestone in their personal and spiritual lives. It is a time for the congregation (together with all the company of heaven) to explode in joyous celebration!

Excerpts from “A Study of Youth Confirmation and First Communion in The Lutheran Church - Missouri Synod”
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Greetings in the name of Jesus,
I have been delighting in the wonderful weather that God has been
blessing us with as of late. Our outdoor services have been spared any
untimely rain, my garden has been blooming and producing, and my
lawnmower has been busy.
As we turn to celebrate a new season, I have been asked by a few
concerned members if the recent surge in Covid 19 cases will affect our
worship services. I would like to let you know that I continue to be diligent
in my following of local recommendations for public safety. Because we
From the Pastor
waited until we were able to gather indoors to resume our worship, and
then moved outside, we are a little ahead of the curve on safety measures. This means if the recovery plan moves back a stage, we will still be able to meet outside.
There are lots of different things to consider in this process, and we are all doing our best. I want
to encourage you to stay strong.
Blessings on your week, Pastor Aaron
Woohoo!
Thank you,
thank you.

58.4% of our goal is
met and only 50% of
the year has passed!

Youth Fundraiser Dinner-To-Go
The Youth are holding a fundraiser July 12. Pick up your
dinner after 9:00am worship in the Fellowship Hall. To-go
box includes: Pulled pork sandwich, Chips, Cookie, BBQ
sauce on the side.

All for the low price of $5.

2020 GOAL
100% = $15,000

Call the office to reserve your ticket, or
contact any youth member or leader. The
credit card reader will be available on July
12.
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Dear God,
I don’t like this.
I don’t want this.
I wouldn’t have picked this.
But, I’m willing to believe that You know something I don’t know. So I’ll trust that my life is in
divine order and I’ll thank You for it.
Amen.

The Office has resumed regular office hours: Monday-Friday, 8:00am-3:30pm (may be closed
for lunch 12-1pm). We ask you to:
avoid coming into the church when possible. Please do as much as possible via phone and email. Thank you for
your patience and understanding.
Practice good Social Distancing.
Wear a mask when inside the building and talking to staff or others. Please bring your own mask, but we will
have a few available.

Office Hours
•

Memorials
$1,430
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July 12 - The Sixth Sunday After Pentecost
Sing

“Come, Thou Fount Of Every Blessing” LSB 686

Sing this hymn or read
the words aloud.

Read
* Isaiah 55:10-13
* Psalm 65

* Romans 8:12-17
* Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23

Text and tune: Public domain

Prayer of the Day
Blessed Lord, since You have caused all Holy Scriptures to be written for our learning, grant that we may so hear
them, read, mark, learn, and inwardly digest them that we may embrace and ever hold fast the blessed hope of
everlasting life; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one
God, now and forever. Amen
Gradual
Romans 11:33, 36
Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!
For from him and through him and to him are all things.
To him be glory forever. Amen.
Verse of the Day
Isaiah 40:8
Alleluia. The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever. Alleluia.

S t . P a u l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , L CM S
Sonshine Kids Preschool
95 W. State St.
Coldwater, MI 49036

Phone: 517-278-8061
E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulcoldwater.com
pastorchittick@stpaulcoldwater.com

www.stpaulcoldwater.com

Opportunities for Worship
Sunday Schedule
9:00am Worship
in person and on Facebook Live
11:30am Worship
in person and interpreted for the deaf
Pastor
Preschool Director
Church Secretary
Administrative Assistant
Treasurer

Rev. Aaron B. Chittick
Lisa Dove
Reneé Taden
Laura Oswood
Donna Hobday

Confirmation Celebration
Sunday, July 12
We will have cupcakes, coffee, and milk. You will be served by
the Fellowship Team, who will be wearing masks and gloves.

Please remember to follow safety measures for the sake of our
volunteers.

No Sunday School
July 12
Because of Confirmation
celebrations, we will not be
having Sunday School July 12.
That means no Zoom
meeting, also.

