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St. Paul Lutheran Church A Congregation of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod
Sonshine Kids Preschool
95 W. State Street
Coldwater, MI 49036
278-8061
www.stpaulcoldwater.com
Church Staff
Rev. Aaron B. Chittick
pastorchittick@stpaulcoldwater.com
Reneé Taden, Church Secretary
churchoffice@stpaulcoldwater.com
Laura Oswood, Administrative Assistant
lauraoswood@stpaulcoldwater.com
Donna Hobday, Treasurer
treasurer@stpaulcoldwater.com
Office Hours
Monday thru Friday 8:00am-3:30pm.
May be closed 12:00-1:00pm for lunch.

Preschool Staff
Lisa Dove, Director/Teacher
Jenni Dixon, Helper
Sunday Schedule
Holy Communion is celebrated every Sunday at all Worship Services.
9:00am Worship Outdoors, in person and on Facebook Live
10:30am Adult Sunday School (Zoom & Limited In-person)
11:30am Worship Outdoors, in person, interpreted for the deaf

Greetings in the name of Christ,

worship God with our daily
lives), returning to worship in
I came across a very well written article on the District
the sanctuary (as we did at St.
web site I wanted to share titled “Give Us Clean Hands”.
Michael, Portage) certainly
“As Christians, we recognize that “The God who made the moves us to join with the
world and everything in it is the Lord of heaven and earth psalmist in “proclaiming
and does not live in temples built by human hands” (Acts aloud” (Psalm 26:7) God’s
17:24). But at the same time, we usually gather in buildpraise (at least as much as we
ings other than our own homes to worship God by hearing can do through a face mask).
From the Pastor
His Word read and preached, to praise and pray, and esI know that behind those
pecially to receive the Lord’s Supper. The buildings in
masks were some big smiles, and several of us were
which such sacred activity happens naturally come to take moved with emotion at finally being able to see each othon a sense of “sacred space,” so much so that we might
er again, in many cases through teary eyes.
refer to them as “God’s house.” They remind us somewhat of the ancient temple in Jerusalem where God dwelt An Ancient Practice
with His people prior to the time when Jesus fulfilled the As much as we were delighted to gather together again,
Old Testament temple and replaced it through the death we also did it with special precaution and consideration
for each other’s safety (and we will continue to do so into
and resurrection of “the temple of His body” (see John
the future). While we are not requiring face masks, we do
2:21). And so we can relate with King David when he exencourage them and provide them at the door for those
claims: “Lord, I love the house where You live, the place
who need one. We also have hand sanitizer at the enwhere Your glory dwells” (Psalm 26:8).
trance as well as at the exit. By the way, washing up beIn these days of pandemic, we especially have a strong
affection and appreciation for “God’s house” as the earlier fore worshiping is actually an ancient practice. Just outside the door to the ancient Israelite tabernacle and tem“stay-at-home” orders prevented us from entering into
the church sanctuary for worship. For nearly three months ple was a laver of water for ceremonial washing. Likewise,
we were forced to watch worship on our computers from in medieval monasteries there was a large lavabo where
the monks would wash their hands before entering into
the safety of our own homes. But now that these restrictions have begun to be lifted by our governor, we are the church. In fact, St. John Chrysostom (the 4th century
finally able to return to restaurants and retail stores (even Church Father who gave us our Kyrie in Divine Service 1
those not deemed essential) and to return to the pews of and 2) mentioned the custom in his day of all Christians
our local church for worship. As much as our homes are a washing their hands before entering the church for worship.
sacred space too (and a kind of sanctuary in which we
article continues on page 2
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“This hand washing before worship no doubt traces back
to the biblical practice of Old Testament Israel and to
Psalm 26 where David declares: “I wash my hands in innocence and go around Your altar, O LORD” (v. 6). In most
liturgical traditions in our New Testament era, the clergy
wash their hands after vesting in preparation for conducting the liturgy, perhaps saying a prayer like
this: “Grant to our understandings, we beseech You, O
Lord, almighty Father; that as the defilements of the
hands are washed away outwardly, so the filth of our
minds may mercifully be cleansed by You; and may the
growth of holy virtues increase within us, through Christ
our Lord” (The Mozarabic Rite). Likewise, many Christian
rites also have the clergy wash their hands before beginning the consecration and distribution of the Lord’s Supper. In the newer Roman Catholic mass, in addition to
Psalm 26 the celebrant says a prayer based on David’s famous psalm of confession: “Lord, wash away my iniquity
and cleanse me from my sin” (Psalm 51:2).

around the world. While we have always had those who
will be serving Communion wash up first in the sacristy,
now we have a dispenser of hand sanitizer gel on the credence table, where the offering plates usually go, for the
handwashing to be on public display. We plan to continue
to make this our custom so that communicants might be
assured that the Lord’s Supper is not only salutary but also
sanitary. While you watch us wash up a bit in the chancel,
join us in praying that all of us who stand before the Lord
might do so with “clean hands and a pure heart” (Psalm
24:3b-4a) through the cleansing blood of Jesus.

About the Author
Rev. Dr. Paul R. Naumann currently serves as Senior Pastor at St. Michael Lutheran Church in Portage, Mich. During his over twenty-five years of ministry, Naumann has
been active in positions in the Circuit, District, and Synod,
working especially in the areas of Youth Ministry, Outreach, Worship, Campus Ministry, and Small Group Ministry. He has been published in various periodicals and has
Without knowing all this historical precedent and practice, been a speaker at a number of seminars and workshops.”
hand washing in church might have seemed like an unusuBlessings on your week, Pastor Aaron
al innovation just to accommodate Coronavirus concerns.
But now you know that it has ancient precedent, and that https://michigandistrict.org/healthy-congregations/give-us-cleanhands/
it continues to be a spiritual practice among Christians

Family Promise of
Branch County is
starting up serving
the homeless once
again by providing
overnight housing
and meals. St. Paul is once again looking to participate
by providing some meals. We will work with a partner
church to host the overnights.
We need someone to serve as Family Promise Volunteer Coordinator for St. Paul. Duties would include:
going to the coordinator meetings, communicating
between Family Promise and St. Paul, working with the
church office on sign up sheets, contacting St. Paul
volunteers as needed, and communicating with our
partner church as needed.
Please talk to Lisa Mobley or Pastor Aaron if you have
questions or if you are interested.

This is a fun way to support Branch County’s only
Pregnancy Care Center and will include a Silent
Auction, Free Refreshments, and Children’s Activities.
Everyone is invited!

You can also set up your own online FundEasy page so
that your friends can give their support!
For details, please call 278-3355 or go to
BeginningsCare.com

Have you been brainstorming ideas for using our interest from the Endowment Fund?
As of December 31, 2019 TOTAL INVESTMENT INCOME = $2,282.25. This is the amount available for disbursement this year. Applications will be available August 2 and the deadline to turn
them in to the office is August 30. Look for more info next week.
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AUGUST BAPTISMS
Barb Tunison
Aaron Chittick
Lisa Dove
Paul Meyer
Harriet Jenner
Merle Donbrock
Jonathan Chittick
Ron Meyer
Ashley Mobley
Christopher Mobley
Kira Mobley
Megan Mobley
Sara Mobley
Pat Moore
Wally Smith
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AUGUST ANNIVERSARIES
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3
17
24
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Dan & Tammy Johnson
Keith & Mary Bollwahn
Bob Malcolm & Patty Pipe
Damon & Betsy Cramer
Chuck & Robin Lovelace
Larry Parks & Barb Vainner

AUGUST BIRTHDAYS
Bill Mirgain
Pat Moore
Carilyn Burlew
Dale Moore`
McKenna Vainner
Carl Hunker
Payton Hines
Betty Kurtz
Madison Moore
Bev Pratt
Mark James
Kay Guenther
Hayden Downs
Melissa Chittick
Kathy Watz
Bev Beier
Becca Harmon
Miyah Moore
Tiffany Moore

Thank you Sally Stewart for all of the
work you do to keep our grounds looking nice.

Thank you Loren Green for all of
the work you’ve been doing on
mowing our very large yard.

Sally constantly picks up sticks so the
mower doesn’t hit them. Lately she has
been spending many hours weeding the
rock beds along the church building and
trimming bushes and shrubs.

Loren has been working hard to
so the yard looks nice on Sunday,
but also through the week. He is
dealing with the weeds throughout the grass as well.

HELP! Despite the hard work some of our members our doing, they can’t do it alone.
In all of the craziness of 2020, our grounds upkeep is not where we need it to be. If you
can help with one of these tasks, we would be so grateful! This is just a start:


Clean around the air conditioner to the North of the entry doors (left as you enter).
Bag the leaves, pull the weeds, pick up any garbage or debris.



Clean around the air conditioners near the playground. Bag the leaves, pull the
weeds, pick up any garbage or debris.



Deal with the weeds in the parking lot. Weeds grow in the cracks.



Deal with the weeds in the sidewalk cracks.



Pull weeds all around the perimeter of the building.



Roll the lawn. Equipment is needed for this. Do you have it?

If you spray any weeds or plan to spray with weed killer, let us know! We will post a list on the
patio, on the glass doors to the basement letting you know what areas are being sprayed. You can update the list
yourself if you want or call the office. We don’t want to spray and then pull the weeds, as that defeats the purpose.
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GO, MY CHILDREN, WITH MY BLESSING

LSB 922

The Eighth Sunday
After Pentecost
Sing
Sing this hymn or read
the words aloud.

Read
* Deuteronomy 7:6-9
* Psalm 125
* Romans 8:28-39
* Matthew 13:44-52

Text: © 1983 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002464. Tune: Public domain

Introit
Psalm 105:2–6; antiphon: v. 1
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
Sing to him, sing praises to him;
tell of all his wondrous works!
Glory in his holy name;
let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice!
Seek the Lord and his strength;
seek his presence continually!
Remember the wondrous works that he has done,
his miracles, and the judgments he uttered,
O offspring of Abraham, his servant,
children of Jacob, his chosen ones!
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Oh give thanks to the Lord; call upon his name;
make known his deeds among the peoples!
Prayer of the Day
Almighty and everlasting God, give us an increase of faith, hope, and love, that, receiving what You have promised, we may love what You have commanded; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with
You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen
Verse of the Day
Matthew 13:35b
Alleluia. I will open my mouth in parables;
I will utter what has been hidden since the foundation of the world. Alleluia.

S t . P a u l L u t h e r a n C h u r c h , L CM S
Sonshine Kids Preschool
95 W. State St.
Coldwater, MI 49036

Phone: 517-278-8061
E-mail: churchoffice@stpaulcoldwater.com
pastorchittick@stpaulcoldwater.com

www.stpaulcoldwater.com

Opportunities for Worship
Sunday Schedule
9:00am Worship
in person and on Facebook Live
11:30am Worship
in person and interpreted for the deaf
Pastor
Preschool Director
Church Secretary
Administrative Assistant
Treasurer

Rev. Aaron B. Chittick
Lisa Dove
Reneé Taden
Laura Oswood
Donna Hobday

Operation Christmas Child Shoeboxes
Please collect items at home and bring them to church
whenever you return. We still need:
•

130 combs

•

127 bars of soap

•

136 wash cloths

•

31 toys for girls

•

54 notebooks

If you don’t want to get out and shop, we’re always accepting money to help with
shipping costs or to purchase items that don’t get donated. Just make sure you
clearly mark it for “shoeboxes” and you can put it in the offering plate or mail it to
the office.
Remember: all items need to be able to fit in a shoebox.
Thank you for always supporting this gift-giving mission of spreading joy and love.

